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We enjoyed another exciting month at the British Club Tennis Section as the 
League Series 4 was wrapped up, we held an American tournament (?), and ‘mix 
in’ tennis continued with gusto on the nights when the weather allowed it.

League Tennis 
Division 1 was won by Mr. Dawa (him again) Sherpa. 
Apparently he has stopped going to the gym now as 
he gets enough exercise from lifting golf and tennis 
trophies. To be fair, the big hitters of Division 1 spend 
a lot of their time on the physio table or at various the 
airports around the globe. Come on guys! Someone 
needs to step up to the plate here  

The story of Division 2 reminds me of a conversation 
I had with an old boss of mine a few years ago. While 
discussing the relative merits of a colleague in order 
to complete his performance evaluation, my boss 
commented that the gentleman in question’s main 
strength was that he ‘always turns up’ – hardly the 
most lavish piece of praise.  Despite only winning 1 of 
4 matches, our Division 2 winner accumulated enough 
points through attendance and narrow defeats to 
emerge on top of the pile. This was indeed victory by 
virtue of ‘turning up’ more than his fellow competitors. 
Thank you  

Tennis

Graham Johnston

Division 3 was closely contested though school 
holidays, the rainy season, and a whole host of other 
excuses meant that not all the matches were played. 
Doug Barnet continued his recent rise to pinch top 
spot from Stefan. Let’s see how they fare in division 2!
Division 4 was ‘the Nick Lyon show’. A trip back to the 
UK clearly served to rejuvenate Mr Lyon and suddenly 
the big serves were in the wee box and the big 
forehands were hitting the lines. Fellow competitors 
failed to cope. The head2toe vouchers were his! 

Serious mix in business

What are they doing ...

What’s he doing ...

What are they doing

What’s she doing
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‘Mix In’ Tennis 
‘Mix ins’ continued on three midweek evenings (Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 6pm) and Sunday (from 4pm) 
as usual. It is an international affair with local and international members enjoying tennis and refreshments at 
the nearby Sala bar. New member Alex T Creese has joined us in recent weeks and has taken over the title as 
‘best chaser of seemingly lost causes’! Great wheels Alex and welcome to the tennis section!

Dawa (again) Div 1 Me! Division 2 Serial Turner Upper

Doug Barnet Div 3 - New challenges on the horizon Nick Lyon Div 4 Different Class
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American Tournament 
I’m not sure what ‘the traditionalists’ 
at SW19 would think of the British 
Club holding an American Tournament 
on Men’s Finals Day at Wimbledon! 
Not a lot I would imagine but that 
we did and very enjoyable it was too 
or so I am told by those who chose 
not boycott this piece of blasphemy! 
An American tournament is … well … I 
think it might be like tennis only you 
… change partners for each match and 
try to remember your scores …. And 
then count them up at the end … or 
something. Anyway 16 blasphemers 
took to the courts and marked 
the occasion of King Federer’s 8th 
Wimbledon victory by battling it out 
in confused fashion. After a few San 
Miguels and a couple of mathematical 

For information on joining the tennis section please contact bcts.bangkok@gmail.com
For information on playing in the tennis leagues please contact bcts.league.tennis@gmail.com

equations, kind organizer Nick Lyon announced the ladies winner as Khun Jeab by an emphatic margin. Well 
done Jeab! After another couple of San Migs and one aborted equation, Nick had run out of space on his white 
board and sent Angelo (who?) and Dmitry out to face off in a sort of spur of the moment ‘play off’ that can 
sometimes occur in American ‘sports’. Eventually Angelo, who had sneaked into the competition through the 
back door as the brother/guest of a committee member no less, took the honours and made off in style with a 
bottle of our wine! Imagine allowing yank visitor to win an American tournament on Wimbledon final’s day at 
the British Club in Bangkok. The shame, the shame!

That’s it for this month. Enjoy your tennis  

American Tournament Men’s winner Angelo

American Tournament Women’s winner Jeab
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BCGs Golfing news
July 2017

July Stableford
In spite of perfect conditions at Lam Lukka golf course 
no one managed to get the magic number of points to 
lower their handicap.  In first place was Craig Griffin 
with 34 points. Runner up was JR Kim who also won 4 
technical prizes. Second runner up was Neil Davis.

We welcomed back Martin Weber from a 2 year stint in 
Dubai. He collected Fiona’s Amazon Trophy from 2015 
for Ladies Most Long Drives.

Winner Craig

Contented Neil Davis

Runner Up JR
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July Medal
In spite of falling flat on his face our Captain Frank had 
a stunning round at Royal with a gross 78 and net 64 
to win Flight A.  Runners up were Fred Narthasilpa and 
Craig Griffin.

The Open and The History of the Claret Jug
The Claret Jug, or to use its proper name, the Golf 
Champion Trophy, is presented to each year’s winner 
of The Open. Yet it is not the original prize. When the 
Championship began at Prestwick in 1860, the winner 
was presented with the Challenge Belt, made of rich 
Moroccan leather, embellished with a silver buckle and 
emblems. 

According to the first rule of the new golf competition: 
“The party winning the belt shall always leave the 
belt with the treasurer of the club until he produces a 
guarantee to the satisfaction of the above committee 
that the belt shall be safely kept and laid on the table 
at the next meeting to compete for it until it becomes 
the property of the winner by being won three times in 
succession.” Sounds like a British Club Golf Committee 
meeting minute.

In 1870, just 10 years after The Open Championship 
began, Tom Morris Junior won for the third consecutive 
time and became the owner of the belt.  It was accordingly 
agreed that the three clubs that were to host the open 
in future would each contribute 10 pounds towards 
the cost of a new trophy now commonly known as the 
Claret Jug made by Mackay Cunningham & Company of 
Edinburgh. During the half-century in which the original 
Claret Jug was used, twenty-eight different players held 
it aloft, including Harry Vardon on a record six occasions.

However Harry Vardon and Jordon Spieth are not the 
only men to hold the Jug.

The Flight B scores were not as low as Flight A’s but 
there was some drama. Thorsten Leppek won with a 
remarkable turn around improving his back 9 by 10 shots 
to achieve a net 77. Runners up were Bryan McKinnon 
and Nui Clark.

If you would like to join the golf society, we welcome players of all standards. We normally play on a Sunday and 
also have away weekends. For more information please contact us at bcgs.bangkok@gmail.com

Randall Coleman had a good day winning 3 technical prizes




