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We now fly direct
in five new directions.
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Kunala Lumpur

You can now fly direct to all these five new destinations on our
twice weekly service.

Add that to our popular direct flights to London and Bahrain and BR]Tl SH A] RWAYS

you've got the kind of service that makes us the world’s favourite airline. ™ The worlds favouritc airline. 22

From : o)
THE EDITOR | | A

A very varied magazine this month with lots of interesting
articles from many different sources. We are delighted to

have so many contributions.

I -particularly loved ''Cinderella" by one what was in it -
nothing to do with the nice things he said about me!

In reply to Richard Wingfield's letter, we have very
modestly decided to reveal ourselves - in the biblical
sense of course. Four of us make up the Outpost staff:
Amne Stuart, Editor and writer (unless she can find someone
else to do it); Barbara Fancy, proof reader, corrector of
punctuation (especially mine) and overall supervisor; Terri
Jezeph, chaser of contributions and Gestapo officer;
Lindsey Barlow, diarist and contributor. We are generally
aided and abetted by David Williamson (who also supplies
most of the juiciest bits in Grapevine!).

As a team we seem to have been rather accident prone this
month. Poor David had to have his nail removed Nazi-style
after a wicklow became infected, I fell off a horse and
sprained my neck, David Hall (cricket) broke his finger

playing cricket and poor Erika Majer (swimming) broke her
foot walking UP stairs.
atres seem to

"Private Live

M nner The
UlnneI” 1l

. PR - p s LT Th R
vy hne BCT will be p
v it e e (Crt e = |
sderick'' at the Urienta

the BCT will be performing "The Actor's Nightmare" and some
other very funny pieces during dinner in the Suriwongse Room.
Places will be limited so watch out for flyers.
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New Members' Committee Meeting

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F

Ladies' Tennis
Bridge

Tennis

Comedy Video Night
Ladies' Tennis

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F

Yoga

Hong Kong Sevens
Dinner Video’
Hong Kong Sevens
Buffet Supper
Yoga

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F

Ladies' Tennis
Bridge

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F

Tennis
Sports Video Night

BWG Family Outing to Siam Park
Details from Pat Garvey 251-6555

Ladies' Tennis
Yoga

Dinner Video

Buffet Supper
Yoga
BWG Family Outing to The
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Mall Ice Rink
Details from Pat Garvey 251-6555

Ladies' Tennis
Bridge

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F

Tennis

"The Chocolate Boy" - Alliance
Francaise, details on page 45

Ladies' Tennis
BWG Luncheon at Dusit Thani

Talk on Gemmology. Telephone
Pat Garvey 251-6555, Jean Parrott
258-0680 for bookings.

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F

"The Chocolate Boy" - Alliance
Francaise

Yoga
Sixties' Night in the Bar

"The Chocolate Boy'" - Alliance
Francaise

Dinner Video

"The Chocolate Boy' - Alliance
Francaise

Round Robin Tennis
Buffet Supper

Yoga

Ladies' Tennis
Bridge

Tennis

Dinner Theatre
Ladies' Tennis
Dinner Theatre

St. George's Night
Dinner Video
Buffet Supper

Yoga

Ladies' Tennis
Bridge

Tennis

3-5pm
1.30 pm

6 pm

8 pm

8.00-10.00 am
11.30 am

8 pm

8.30-10.00 am

8 pm

8 pm

1.30 pm

8.30-10.00 am
3-5pm
7.30 pm
6 pm

8.00-10.00 am

8.30-10.00 am
3-5pm
7.30 pm
6 pm
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QUIZ NIGHTS

@ | = The first Quiz Night on Wednesday 5th March saw the Churchill
E layout changed again with stage, large tables, microphones
and buzzer/ ‘larr.pH to the fore! Questionmaster David Hall and

Scorer/Administrato y Adams were ready for action.

Cheddar Cheese and Cheese Slices ‘ First to appear were the General Committee and Soccer Section
Fine Australian cheese for delicious teams. Both quickly lost inhibitions in the initial buzzer
sandwiches, cheeseburgers and round, with Soccer 'buzzing' first but often with incorrect
i many tasty dishes. answers and thus giving points away. They ended the first
: [ ' round with minus 5 points compared with plus 6 points for the
L. Mild Cheddar Cheese | General Committee. Soccer Fuught back to go into the last
1 The perfect choice for a snack at anytime ? buzzer round with a lead of 5% points. (The granting of a
: or a memorable wine and cheese party. ' point is another story) Unfortunately they were then over-
= . taken by the same affliction as round 1, giving away 6 points
whilst earning 9 points. General Committee gave no points

— away, earned 10 points and won by 41 points to 39%.

&g

St. George's Society and Darts treated the audience to an
entertaining quiz. The result may well have been a tie had
not Darts acted in a similar manner to Soccer in giving away

BUTTER 16 points to their opponents 2 points.

By the time that the third Quiz, between Cricket and Outpost
| Editors got underway, the audience were well lubricated and

eager to offer all manner of hints to the teams. An even

| e first round was followed by a Sports round which, unfortu-

Enjoy its rich, creamy flavour with every | nately, caused problems for the ladies of the Outpost team;
meal. j they scored 3 points to Crickets' 10 points. This was almost
Also available in 5 kg. economy packs ¥ reversed in a subsequent spelling round where Outpost scored
for bakeries and restaurants. ' 9 points to Cricket's 4 points. However, in the last 3 rounds

Cricket earned 28 points compared with Outpost's 15; thus
Cricket ran out as relieved but comfortable winners.

Sole Distributor: The fourth QUiz was preceded by on official protest from the
K UA I ! St. Patrick's Society who felt it unfair to ask Irishmen to
M: !;‘sgfsgkhumn.la-d“ngggﬂgf LTD.,PART. appear last in a Bar Quiz as by then all their team were

Tel. 311-2129, 311-4821, 3114912 : | "three parts to the wind'. However, a very boisterous and

: » good natured Quiz ensued. At half-way St. Patrick's had a




13 point lead which was pulled back by a very good Golf team
by round 7. Golf ran out 6 point winners, but as both Soccer
and Darts had done previously, St. Patrick's lost as a result
of giving away too many pointss

The second Quiz Night was again well attended, but suffered
‘gremlins' in the buzzer system. This was first discovered
by the Outpost Editors - sorry Girls, nothing seems to have
gone your way; better luck next week.

Golf played Darts in the first Quiz. Having replaced 'Aussie’
Barry with 'Brit' Frank (owing to the UK 'bias' in the

questions, according to them), they went on to score a record
82 points; 73 of these coming in the final 6 rounds. Un-
fortunately, Darts didn't get a look in on the buzzer; with
the benefit of hind-sight it would seem that they, too, fell
foul of the buzzer 'gremlins' but were too polite to complain.

Next on stage were Soccer and Outpost Editors. Extra ques-
tions were asked in the first round once it became apparent
that the Outpost buzzers didn't buzz; an alternative and
less noisy method was then used. After a slow start the
Outpost team went into a 9 point lead at the end of the 6th
rqund. This was followed by a buzzer round of Sports ques-
tions where Soccer earned 21 points out of a possible 24,
and Outpost scored zero points. The final round sealed
Outpqst's fate with Soccer earning 10 points to Outpost's

1 point giving Soccer a victory by 63 points to 45.

Next was the 'needle' match between St. Patrick's and
St. George's. It was all-square after 6 rounds, but
St. George's started to pull away and had opened up a
commanding 19 point lead going into the final round.
St. Patrick's valiant effort in pulling back 11 points was
just too late and St. George's won by 57 points to 49.

The last Quiz of the evening was between Cricket and General
Committee. Cricket had opened up a 12 point lead by the end
of the 6th round but General Committee fought back magnifi-
ceptly to take a 9 point lead into the final round. Again,
Cricket came back winning 12 points to General Committee's

4 points, but just failed to win in an exciting climax to

the evening, going down by 72 points to 73.

The round-robin League positions after two Quiz Nights
indicate that, from League 1, the General K Committee are
already through to the Semi-finals and will be joined
by the winner of the Cricket versus Soccer confrontation
next week. In League 2 both Golf and St. George's go
through to the Semi-finals; their encounter next week
will determine first and second places.

ST. DAVID'S BALL

A host of golden daffodils, over 1000 blooms jetted in
by B.A., illuminated the Royal Orchid Sheraton for the
St. David's Day Ball this year. Having never been to a
Welsh gathering before, we did not know at all what to
expect: anyway it was a fantastic night, and we will be
going again next year for sure. At the entrance we were
surrounded by hordes of little Welsh girls in costume, who
gave out daffodil corsages to the ladies and leek corsages
to the men...a very nice thought, as the men usually miss
out on these things. We greeted the Bard of the Welsh
Society, Richard Hopkins, and his charming wife, Nitta,
prettily dressed in Welsh costume with "beaver'' hat (made
by the official military hat-makers to the Palace). Then,
picking up drinks on the way, we passed assorted dragons,
made of ice, cloth, polystyrene foam and most imaginative
materials, skirted the daffodil-strewn fountain, and headed
for the Harpist. Her name was Lieve, which seemed a strange
name for a woman in Welsh costume. She was magnificent,
playing classical and pop as well as old Welsh folk tunes.
How lovely to hear a harpist in Bangkok ... the U.S. Ambas-
sador's wife agreed with us, when asked if she could hear
the harp above the hubble-bubble, saying "I love the harp
so much I can even hear it in heaven!"

We were then called to our dinner tables, and the Procession
of the Bard began. The glorious strains of '"Men of Harlech"
sung by 35 full Welsh voices filled the ballroom, and the
procession strode into .view. John Morgan led with the
Prince's Banner, with John Jenkyn grasping the huge
ceremonial sword, and then Richard and Nitta Hopkins, look-
ing very distinguished, followed by the entire Hong Kong
Welsh Male Voice Choir. They all stopped at Top Table,
and the Anthems were sung ... we notice that Mr. Tonkin,
the new British Ambassador, sung the Welsh anthem very
lustily in Welsh, and found out later that this is not the
only Welsh song he knows, as he spent 12 years as a boy
near Llanelli.

Then came the PEACE CEREMONY, as found at the opening
each year of the National Eisteddfod in Wales. The massive
sword was held in the air above Richard's head, and half-
drawn from its sheath. The audience was asked in Welsh was
there peace; on the reply "Heddwch' which means peace, the
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sword was rammed back into its scabbard. This happened
three times, whereupon the audience heaved a sigh of relief
that the Bard would not have to behead anyone! This Call
for Peace and the Grace was spoken by the redoubtable Glyn
Williams, and the Welsh souflded marvellously poetic and
musical.

The Hong Kong Choir then sang the first of their several
spots under Berwyn Evans theilr conductor. They had a great
sound and were very entertaining, especially later in the
evening, when they had jokes as well as singing. The very
funny Dai Fitzpatrick, coming across as a typical Welsh-
Irish valleys boy, we found out later was a Barrister in

Hong Kong. Terry Brewster did his Tom Jones bit, and was
remarkably like him apart from the waistline. The choir

also made a presentation of a "horn of plenty" to the Bard...

a silver-encircled ram's horn.

During an enjoyable dinner, we had a chance to learn Welsh
in the loyal toasts. I now know that "Y BRENIN'" means
"the King", "Y FRENNHINES'" means ''the Queen', and that
the Welsh for St. David is "DEWI SANT". Richard Hopkins'
speech was entertaining and informative. We learned that if
you can't find a Welsh wit, then two English half-wits are
easily obtainable and will do. Our eyes were opened about
the great achievements of the Celtic nations, in particular
Wales, which Richard referred to as "CYMRU", the Land of
Brothers, and described in glowing and oratorial manner as
befitted a man with so many preachers in his family.

t was lovely to hear our new Ambassador for the first time,
humorously replying to Richard's speech in his first attend-
ance at a big function.

After all this, we lét our hair down and danced through
till about 3 a.m. A great night, and congratulations to
the Bard and his committee for their superb organisation.
There were about 220 people present, and the Bard tells us
they would really like about 300, to make it ‘esasier on the
financial side. Well, we'll certainly be jotting down next
year's date in red ink, and suggest you do the same, like
the visiting Welsh-Canadian we met who was a veteran of
many such celebrations, and said that this Bangkok GSt.
David's Ball was the best he had ever been to anywhere in
the world. Well done, the Welsh!!!

wror=toeie GUESIE
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"A GOOD TIME HAD BY ALL"

It was like returning to my youth on Tuesday night
(17th March) when The Bracken paid a visit to Bobby's Arms.

The air was thick with smoke and the noise deafening, with
both the volume of music and audience participation. The
band played a selection of folk songs with great enthusiasm
and I particularly liked the.way they invited members of a
highly appreciative audience to join in some of their songs,
giving the evening an authentic "folk club" touch. Mark
Holt had even brought his fiddle along in readiness for the
occasion. And, quite by coincidence, while prowling
the streets of Patpong on a free evening, the band members
had met up with one of their ex-members, Jim McIntyre, who
joined in the fun with his flute.

A big thank you goes to the St. Patrick's Society for arrang-
ing for the band to be flown in from Ireland especially to
entertain the Bangkok Irish Community at the annual St.
Patrick's Ball held at the Oriental Hotel. The Bracken spend
their summer months in Dublin at the Sheiling Hotel singing
away to the many tourists visiting Ireland.

I hope they will escape from Ireland's winter again next
year and entertain their many fans in Bangkok.

11




Letters
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Administration Section
British Embassy
Bangkok
From : Lieutenant Commander M.A. Critchley, Royal Navy
The Secretary Your reference
= | iTI| e T -'_ T 1a F"'I 1u
HMS FEACOCK - R . ;%TL . ish Lub ) Our reference EDMEET/']
BFPO 1 | 189 Suriwongse Road
i Bangkok Date 3 March 1986
- ‘:L 5
r Arthur Fhillips |
dent of ‘
iritisk Zlub |
ngicok 14 .=rch 1986 . Dear Sir,

The sum of Baht1,173.50 was collected in the
/s Royal British LPUIOT Appeal Box you very kindly

j)w /21./".22’?-“ . 1 put on display at your Club.

A total of Baht8,825.25 was raised locally and this
has now been transferred to the Appeal. Thank
1in

I would likxe to thaniz you = : : S .
nospitality your club extendad it vou for the part you played raising this sum.
I pitali LY G110 zLenaad Al = - - ==
during our visit to Bangkok.

The TT‘P“‘““*C' and the zancs gi;;* were greas \ ﬁr»\h )
successes, althouzh I am still faslin~ the effeects of I R
the Tughy matchl '

. | [ ]
a G R Duff
Administration Officer
nexXyT
.y
77775 S AMNAL-
/ AN
St e e
'. ML." A
7 — ' L]
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7F Esmeralda Court

Soi Ngam Duplee
The Editor

OUTPOST 16th March 1986

Dear Anne,

I am sure I am not the only one to notice an enormous
improvement in OUTPOST in recent months. Thanks.

May I suggest another small improvement? Less anonymity by
the contributors - they are too modest.

Your "From the Editor' uses the word '"we'" so I think you

must have some assistants. It would be most interesting to
know who they are. Their names, jobs and phone numbers in
each issue might even help to attract contributions.

The excellent feature 'Well Worth Watching' contained, in
the March issue, the words "I was as wide awake at the end
of the film as at the beginning - a rare event for me'".
Warming to a fellow nodder, I skipped to the end of the
piece to see whose rare event it was only to draw a dis-
appointing blank.

Of the 23 pieces in the March issue, five are signed and 18
are anonymous. 1 believe Outpost would benefit if you can
persuade more contributors to take credit for their work.

Best wishes for future issues.

Richard Wingfield

SEX, SUN and SEA: Basic Ingredients for a Weekend Away

Now that the title has caught your attention, it must be

admitted that sex, sun and sea had nothing (well ---- almost
nothing) to do with the basic ingredients for our weekend
away from Bangkok. The actual ingredients were: -easy

travel; inexpensive accommodation; and tranquillity, with
options of plenty to do. Where? Definitely not Pattaya or
Club Med in Phuket. If we think of the opposite of S-S-S,
then we turn inland to Mrs. Rhodes' River Kwae Family Camp
at Kanchanaburi.

To take our ingredients in reverse order: tranquillity
with plenty of options. For an unhurried pace of life and
atmosphere, Mrs. Rhodes' camp is certainly to be
recommended. An article in its own right could be written
on Mrs. Rhodes and Miss Verna - former horseriding instruc-
tor of the Polo Club for 40 years and very active secretary
to the Bangkok Music Society respectively.

But, to the camp itself.

Accommodation is spartan and food is Thai cooking at its
simplest (choice limited, helpings unlimited). The camp
offers horseriding lessons (group and individual) and is a
super play camp for children. Activities range from cycling,
archery, canoeing, swimming, walking, adventure playground -
all under close supervision - to simply playing in a very
large wooded playground. Great for kids to be kids after
the restraints of Bangkok living. The children are closely
supervised; from our experience they seem to lap it wup,
even to the extent of clearing away their own dishes,
behaving in the dormitory, taking an afternoon nap,
participating in round-the~campfire singing - all under the
watchful eye and crisp comment of Mrs. Rhodes and Miss Verna.

The Camp is a superb place to leave the children while the
adults do their 'thing'; but adults too can fully participate
in the activities of the Camp (as long as they are not over
75 kilos).
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On previous visits to the Camp, we had taken in the regular
Kanchanaburi tourist sights (River Kwae bridge, Death
Museum, a ride on death railway and a visit to Sai Yok
waterfalls; all of which are ghjoyable in their own right)
as well as a river trip in the Camp's own barge at a
leisurely pace downstream and upstream; taking in lunch,
klosters, swimming, canoeing and Egyptian PE (snoozing).

On this trip, we decided to venture beyond the camp.

Our first visit entailed an interesting drive of 150 kms
through valleys and woodland to Khao Lam reservoir. (This
is the largest in Thailand.) We at first hoped to rent a
boat but this plan was aborted since the negotiating skills
of the local fishermen and foresters were much beyond the
Thai we could muster. So, on and upwards along the lake,
stopping at a viewpoint which proved to be a picturesque
mid-morning picnic spot. Seeing tops of mountains (hills,
really, but everything is relative) and looking down to the
lake and its fingers of inlets certainly makes a change
from the flatness of the paddy fields and salt pans around
Bangkok. We thought we may as well visit the dam, since we
were in the area; this was most memorable in terms of
watching a cacophony of monks dismounting from a couple of
baht buses and stretching and reassembling their robes.
The dam is a marvellous feat of engineering although it
doesn't look very impressive, and it holds back 7 cubic
kilometres of water.

Now for lunch; that was a bit of a disaster since we had it
at quite a well-known hotel in the area also situated on a
river (to save its blushes and ourselves from 1libel, its
name, like ours, will be omitted). But, a trip down this
river - the River Kwae Noi - was certainly refreshing and
included a visit to some caves. These were discovered
about fifteen years ago when hunters were chasing wild
boar. Inside, the size of the caverns is most impressive
as too are the stalactites and stalagmites. Our friends
informed us that the caves were larger and more interesting
than® anything they had seen in Sweden (then again, everything
is relative). A tip here, don't take the hotel trip to the
caves, just the boat trip and then a nominal payment to the
boatman will facilitate a visit to the caves. The final
part of our trip involved going off the tarmac on to the
red clay roads. Directions to Prasart Muang Sing, Khmer
ruins are quite easy. All that is required is four adults
with completely different beliefs in how to pronounce the
Thai pronunciation of Prasart Muang Sing. If all try, our
experience shows at least one gets it right some, but rarely
all, of the time.

i6

The ruins are impressive in their own way, not only because

of their age but also the rectangular characteristics of the
architectural style, the granulated texture of the building
blocks and their almost mahogany colour. Perhaps, most of

all, the sheer prettiness of the setting makes it worth the

visit and detour off the tarmac. It is approximately 29 kms
from the River Kwae Camp but directions are not very clear,
after the initial signpost. Potholes are included, they are
not an optional extra of the detour.

With the sun setting over our shoulders, the return trip to
the Camp provided vistas of the sharp profile of the darken-
ing hills with the setting sun reflected in the still water
of the fresh English green of the young rice fields.

Back at the Camp, the children's day had been so full that
we had not even been missed.

Oh yes, the tranquillity of the camp - in several senses:
nice to go away with the children (yet for them to play with
other children and enjoy pursuits not available in Bangkok);
nice also to be with the children or be able to leave them
in capable hands. Tranquillity in the sense of sitting
chatting, playing a relaxing game of cards and conversing
with friends, in the countryside. No '"tuk-tuks', no blaring
disco music, no bothersome vendors; watching the sun gently
set, dusk growing and the evening settling into its tran-
quillity with a star-studded canopy of gentle night-time and
its supporting cast of a cooling breeze and crickets humming
in the trees.

Returning to the other ingredients: the easy travel and in-
expensive accommodation. From Bangkok, once over the river,
a very easy 1% hours drive away-nothing like the frenetic
journeys to Pattaya or Hua Hin.

The cost for a week-end varies depending on the activities
you partake in, how many meals you have, and the type of
accommodation you have but the average cost for a family
of four would be around 3,000 Baht.

Full details can be obtained from Pacific Horizon Travel,
Federal Hotel, 27 Soi 11 Sukhumvit Telephone No. 251-3676.
The Camp is also on the telephone and the number is 034-
512-733.
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The King of the World !!

Reading the recent newspaper articles about the Love Guru,
Rajneesh Bagwan and his expulsions from various countries
brought to mind an incident in about 1960 when I was
employed in Bangkok as an airline ground-hostess.

One day while awaiting the arrival of a flight, we received
a message from the flight captain that there was a bunch
of crazy people on board and a suggestion that we arrange
for a special bus to pick them up from the plane. This was
in the days before hijacking became popular and we did not
have any special emergency procedures to put into effect.
However, we arranged for a small bus and a policeman to
be available.

When the plane arrived, the passengers disembarked normally
except that most of them were laughing. When almost all
passengers were off the plane, a man appeared at the door
and rolled a red carpet down the steps. He then stood aside
and a gorgeous person appeared; a short, fat man wearing a
royal blue suit, golden crown, purple red-lined floor-length
cloak edged with fur and carrying a large golden globe and a
silver handled brush.

When he reached the foot of the steps, preceded by another
man carrying a flag, he announced that he was the King of
the World and was paying a state visit to Thailand. He then
dipped his brush in a bucket held by a follower and sprinkled
water on everybody in sight. The policeman. and I persuaded
the King of the World and his entourage of ten to enter the
special bus which took them to the terminal building. Upon
alighting from the bus KotW again began sprinkling water over
everybody. The red carpet was unrolled, a folding chair was
produced and he sat and commanded the immigration officials
to'come to him.

A little while passed while the officials gathered their
thoughts as they were not accustomed to such goings-on.
Finally, one official sidled up asking for the party's pass-
ports which were duly produced - issued by the World Govern-
ment and signed by the King of the World. The immigration

official handled the matter with great aplomb informing the
holders of these passports that they could not be permitted
to enter Thailand because they did not have visas. The KotW
was very indignant and after throwing more water around
attempted to march through the immigration barrier followed
by his entourage.

Don Muang Airport was not then as modern as it is now and
the immigration desks not protected by glass so the officials
picked up a couple of desks and made a barrier out of them
over which KotW would have had to climb to get out.

The final outcome was that KotW and friends were put back on
the same plane and taken out of Thailand.

The cabin crew later reported that the journey from Europe
had been hilarious with KotW (who flew first class) marching
up and down the aisles in full regalia anointing all the
passengers with water. Every time the plane passed over
another country the flag was unfurled and that country was
claimed as territory belonging to KotW,

I never heard any more about the incident and have often
wondered what happened to the King of the World.

Leonie Vejjajiva




HALLEY’S COMET

I1f you were in the British Club 76 years ago waiting for the

eternal Scotch wegg (apparently these appear at about the

same frequency as Halley's comet) you may very well have had

your gin shaken by a snowball of fire screeching through the

skies. Bangkok was one of the better places to view the

comet then. Its geographical latitude and the then unpolluted
atmosphere made it a prime viewing place. Unfortunately, if
you were in the British Club then and missed it, the chances

of seeing such a spectacular sight there this time around

will be slight, unless the giant planets happen to divert it

into the bar.

Comets are composed mostly of water ice with tiny flecks of
rock. They are usually 10 kilometres or so in diameter and
probably originated from the birth of our .solar system of
which they are now part. They travel in very long ellipti-
cal orbits around the Sun and each comet takes a different
length of time, some orbits taking up to Z million years.
The orbital time is not always regular, due to gravitational
influences by the larger planets, especially Jupiter.
Halley's comet has taken between 74.42 and 79.25 years to
complete its elliptical path. The planets are not always
in the same position as the comet moves through the solar
system and this affects orbital time and pathway.

Each time Halley's comet passes close to the Sun it loses
some gas and dust forever through evaporation. Eventually
there will not be sufficient solid particles to reflect the
sunlight and make it visible from earth. Observers can see
comets, even though some are very small in diameter, due to
the Sun's energy vaporizing and driving away gas and dust
from “the nucleus of the comet. This forms the comet's
classic huge comma and tail. Sunlight is reflected off the
solid particles and some of the gas particles fluoresce
when heated by the Sun. A comet does not burn or make
light itself. The tail, which can be millions of miles in
length, is created by the charged particles (ions) being
pushed away by fast moving sub-atomic particles from the
Sun (solar wind).
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The debris is not reabsorbed back into thé’ comet's nucleus -
its gravity is far too small - and occasionally the earth
flows through this debris. The solid particles in the tail
heat up due to friction in the earth's upper atmosphere and
they burn up (about 100 kilometres above our heads). We
call these meteors or "shooting stars.'" Halley's comet
alone provides two modest meteor showers annually, the Era
Aquarids (May 5th) and the Orionids (October 21st).

Some comets, if they travel too close to the giant planets'
gravitational fields, may be diverted out of the solar
system into the Oort cloud. This is a belt of trillions of
comets surrounding our solar system. Such an ignoble
departure should not befall Halley's comet, however, because
it does not pass too close to Jupiter.

Due to its particular orbit this time around, Halley's comet
will not offer us such a spectacular view as that experienced
in 1910. The best time to see the comet in Bangkok will be
around April 10th. This is when Halley's comet will be
closest to the Sun. The comet will appear from the east in
late evenings during early April and should be in the sky
for most of the night on April 15th. To view it, all that
is required is the naked eye - if you are away from atmospheric
interference. The comet should be up to second magnitude by
mid-April (fifth magnitude being visible to the naked eye
and second being brighter).

Wide-angled binoculars (7 x 50 or 10 x 50) are adequate
if you know where to look. It is advisable to consult sky
charts before April 10th and practice finding points in the
sky. It would be also worthwhile to go 10/30 kilometres
from Bangkok to avoid light and dust pollution. If you are
travelling South by air, sit on the left hand side of the
plane and you may have a spectacular view of the comet very
early in the morning.

If you decide to stay in the Bar and create your own light
show, do not despair. There are several space-crafts head-
ing for a rendez-vous with the comet so there will be
television showings of photographs for the next 76 years.

The planetarium on Sukhumvit (opposite Ekamai) is an
excellent resource centre if you want accurate information
to help with sighting.

We are fortunate to be'reasonably close to the equator but,

even so, we will not get the best possible sightings, which
will be in the Southern Hemisphere, around New Zealand.

23




Figure 3. The path of Comel Halley on the celestis| sphere, November 1985-May 1885, (From The Comet Halley Handbook.)
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT THIS WEEKEND!

Within three hours of Bangkok
vou can be on a deserted tropical island,

Relax under sail aboard PLA LUANG
a faithfully restored 64 foot Thai sailing junk

With airy cabins and fully equipped galley.

Ideal for family or company groups

2 pavs 1NGuT § 5000
DAILY TO KOLAN B 1500

BOOKINGS 583-8213 : BANGKOK
OR JOHN STALL :R.V.Y.C.
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As 1 stand on the steps

You do not even see

Me.

For 1 was once one of two
You do not want to_know
Just me.

For I remind you of the
Inevitable

As you laugh, swim and laze
I remember - and you too - remember I had
Happier days.

You do not mean to exclude
Me

But you do

As I stand on the steps.

I am hungry for a hint of

A smile

Just a gesture to be included

A welcome - '"Be with us"

From you an outstretched hand

Saying we hoped to see you today

Just to talk pleasantries together
(In England, it's always the weather)
Maybe you'll ask - 'what do you think?"
That's wonderful.

As if you care for me

Today

As I stand on the steps.
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I am frightened of you

For my tears may make you
Turn away. ’

I am frightened of you
Perchance you say cheer-up
It's time to put grief away.
I am frightened of you

For being different, unable to
Understand.

For before, I didn't either.
Now I look back and see

How I didn’'t understand
Others' grief.

you the friend I hope for
Scmeone to say, I don't know,
I don't understand but I care.

For I need you if you do

So don't deceive me, tell me true.

Are you the friend I hope for.
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THE ORIENTAL'S SALA RIM NAM

The Chao Phya River provides a wonderful back drop for an
evening meal. Watching the ever changing hustle and
bustle on this major waterway can turn an ordinary meal into
something rather special. The Oriental Hotel's riverside
restaurant provides an excellent selection of very good Thai
cooking to compliment the view.

Although most residents are aware of the Oriental's Sala Rim
Naam on the opposite bank of the river, few realise that

there is another restaurant on the Terrace in front of this

beautiful sala. Tourists flock to the Sala to enjoy an
exotic display of Thai dancing as well as sample a set Thai

meal. This is rather expensive.

The Terrace restaurant, however, offers an enormous menu at

more reasonable prices - 40-50 B for the average dish. All

your Thai favourites are on this menu with lots more besides
and very helpful staff to explain the less familiar dishes.

The complete novice can safely leave the choice to the Head

walter.

Mosquito coils are to be found under every table and the
breeze from the river keeps the temperature quite pleasant.

While the drinks are at usual hotel prices, they do offer a
very exotic range of cocktails (very potent too!) at the
same price as a gin and tonic. Booking in advance is
recommended to secure a riverside table.

Parking for the restaurant is provided at the main Oriental
car park. The hotel offers its own, free, water taxi service

to the restaurant. This adds to the charm of the evening.

The jetty can be reached from the main lobby of the hotel
and any staff member will show you the way. However, the
jetty can also be reached through the delightful Authors'
Lounge and Regency Room, if there are no functions in
progress. Doors lead out into the garden and the jetty is
straight ahead. Linger over the pictures in the Authors'
Lounge and see a by-gone era of Thai history.
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THE HILLTRIBES HANDICRAFT SALES
OF THE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL CHURCH

-------------

If you are a newcomer to Bangkok you have already heard
about them; if an old-timer, you have probably been there.
The eight Hilltribes Sales a year, held at the International
School of Bangkok, Soi 15 Sukhumvit, are business-cum-social
events not to be missed. In 2% hours, a vast array of
colourful handicrafts are bought by shoppers. Many of the
products are unique, most are indeed made by hand, and their
distinctive traditional colours, patterns and shapes make
them ideal presents or mementoes of your stay in Thailand.

The prices are reasonable. Bangkok is now flooded with
imitation hilltribe and other handicrafts which are made in
sweatshops and sold very cheaply. We cannot deny the
attraction of low prices; we can only point out that the
workmanship in the genuine crafts we sell is far superior
and that our craftsmen receive all but about 2% of the price
of their goods, while the people who make the imitations
receive only a tiny fraction of the price.

The price range at the sales is astounding - from 6 baht to
6,000 baht and there are many small, easily packable items
which you might like to take back with you when you go on
home leave. Even the children can find many handicrafts
priced for their purses.

The sales date back to 1971, when some missionaries asked
friends at International Church on Soi 19 if they would try
to sell a few pieces of traditional crafts so that the
impoverished tribal women they worked with could have a
little cash to pay for schooling, medicines or even just
rice. At first, the International Church women sold the
crafts privately to friends or women's groups. Gradually,
the idea evolved of selling all these crafts in one place,
and in this way the Hilltribes Sales were born. From a
small sale held at the Church Parish House in December 1971
the sales have expanded until now the large gym at Inter-
national School is filled on Sale day with the colour of
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