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we now fly direct 
in five newairections. 

Munich 

Manchester 

You can now fly direct to all these five new destinations on OUI 

twice weekly service. 

Add that to our popular direct flights to London and Bahrain and BRITISH A I RWAYS 
you've got the kind of service that makes us the world's favourite airline. The world"s favouri,e airline. :7 
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From I' 

THE E~DIT~OR::-;::I =======~~ 

A very varied magazine this month with 
articles from many different sources. 

~ 

have so many contributi ons . 

lots of interesting 
We are delighted to 

I . particularly loved "Ci nderella" by one what was in it -
nothing to do with the nice things he said about me! 

In reply to Richard Wingfield's letter, we have very 
modestly decided to reveal ourselves - in the biblical 
sense of course. Four of us make up the Outpost staff: 
Anne Stuart, Editgr and writer (unless she can find someone 
else to do it); Barbara Fancy, proof reader, corrector of 
punctuation (especially mine) and overall supervisor; Terri 
Jezeph, chaser of contributions and Gestapo officer; 
Lindsey Barlow, diarist and contributor. We are generally 
aided and abetted by David Williamson (who also supplies 
most of the juiciest bits in Grapevine!). 

As a team we seem to have been rather accident prone this 
month. Poor David had to have his nail removed Nazi-style 
after a wicklow became infected, I fell off a horse and 
sprained my neck, David Hall (cricket) broke his finger 
playing cricket and poor Erika Majer (swimming) broke her 
foot walking UP stairs. 

Dinner Theatres seem to be in vogue at the moment. Last 
month saw "Private Lives" at the Siam Intercontinental and 
in May the OCT will be performing Somerset Maugham's "Lady 
Frederick" at the Oriental. This month at the British Club 
the OCT will be petforming "The Actor's Nightmare" and some 
other very funny pieces during dinner in the Suriwongse Room. 
Places will be limited so watch out for flyers. 

3 



DIARY 

APRIL 

Tue 1 

Wed 2 

Tim 3 

DI ARY 

Yoga 

New Members' Committee Meeting 

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F 

Ladies' Tennis 

Bridge 

Tennis 

Comedy Video Night 

Ladies' Tennis 

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F 

TIM E 

8.30-10.00 am 

6 pm 

3-5 pm 

7. 30 pm 

6pm 

7.15 pm 

8.00-10.00 am 

Fri 4 

Sat S 

Yoga 8.30-10.00 am 

Sun 6 

Tue 8 

Wed 9 

Thu 10 

Fri 11 

Sat 12 

Sun 13 

Tue lS 

Hong Kong Sevens 

Dinner Video' 

Hong Kong Sevens 

Buffet Supper 

Yoga 

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F 

Ladies' Tennis 

Bridge 

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F 

Tennis 

Sports Video Nig~t 

BWG Family Outing to Siam Park 
Details from Pat Garvey 2S1-6SSS 

Ladies' Tennis 

Yoga 

Dinner Video 

Buffet Supper 

Yoga 

BWG Family Outing to The 
4 

8.30-10.00 am 

3-5 pm 

7. 30 pm 

6 pm 

7.15 pm 

8.00-10.00 am 

8.30-10.00 am 

8.30-10.00 am 
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Wed 16 

Thu 17 

Fri 18 

Sat 19 

Sun 20 

Tue 22 

Wed 23 

Thu 24 

Fri 25 

Sat 26 

Sun 27 

Tue 29 

lied 30 

Mall Ice Rink 
Details from Pat Garvey 251-6555 

Ladies' Tennis 

Bridge 

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F 

Tennis 

"The Chocolate Boy" - Alliance 
Francaise, details on page 45 

Ladies' Tennis 

BWG Luncheon at Dusit Thani 

Talk on Gemmology . Telephone 
Pat Garvey 251-655S, Jean Parrott 
258-0680 for bookings. 

Golf Lessons for Children -
Diana Wingfield 286-1474 Ext. 7F 

"The Chocolate Boy" - Alliance 
Francaise 

Yoga 

Sixties' Night in the Bar 

"The Chocolate Boy" - Alliance 
Francaise 

Dinner Video 

"The Chocolate Boy" - Alliance 
Francaise 

Round 'Robin Tennis 

Buffet Supper 

Yoga 

Ladies ' Tennis 

Bridge 

Tennis 

Dinner Theatre 

Ladies' Tennis 

Dinner Theatre 

St. George's Night 

Dinner Video 

Buffet Supper 

Yoga 

Ladies' Tennis 

Bridge 

Termi" 
5 

3- Spm 

1 :30 pm 

6pm 

8pm 

8.00-10.00 am 

11.30 am 

8pm 

8.30-10 .00 am 

8pm 

8pm 

1.30 pm 

8.30- 10 .00 am 

3-Spm 

7.30 pm 

6pm 

8,00-10 . 00 am 

8.30-10.00 am 

3-S pm 

7.30 pm 

6 pm 



A//owpie 
CHEESE 

Cheddar Cheese and Cheese Slices 

Fine Australian cheese for delicious 
sandwiches, cheeseburgers and 
many tasty dishes . 

Mild Cheddar Cheese 

The perfect choice for a snack at anytime 

, ___ ~ ___ -.J or a memorable wine and cheese party. 

Sole Distribulor: 

BUTTER 

E ~j oy its rich, ·creamy flavo ur with every 
meal. 

Also available in 5 kg. economy packs 

for bakeries and restaurants. 

KIM CHUA TRADING LTD.,PART. 
3059. 3059/ 1-3 Sukhumvit Rd. Bangkok 10260. 

Tel. 311-2129, 311-4821, 311-4912 
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QUIZ NIGHTS 

The first Quiz Night on Wednesday 5th March saw the Churchill 
Bar layout changed again with stage, large tables, microphones 
and buzzer/lamps to the fore! Questionmaster David Hall and 
Scorer/Administrator Terry Adams were ready for action. 

First to appear were the General Committee and Soccer Section 
teams. Both quickly lost inhibitions in the initial buzzer 
round, with Soccer 'buzzing' first but often with incorrect 
answers and thus giving points away. They ended the first 
round with minus 5 points compared with plus 6 points for the 
General Committee. Soccer fought back to go into the last 
buzzer round with a lead of 5~ points. (The granting of a 
~ point is another story) Unfortunately they were then over­
taken by the same affliction as round 1, giving away 6 points 
whi.1st earni ng 9 points. General Committee gave no points 
away, earned 10 poi nts and won by 41 points to 39~ . 

St. George's Society and Darts treated the audience to an 
entertaining quiz. The result may well have been a tie had 
not Darts acted in a similar manner t o Soccer in giving away 
16 points to their opponents 2 points. 

By the time that the third~iz, between Cricket and Outpost 
Editors got underway, the audience were well lubricated and 
eager to offer all manner of hints to the teams. An even 
first round was followed by a Sports round which, unfortu­
nately, caused problems for the ladies of· the Outpost team; 
they scored 3 points to Crickets' 10 points. This was almost 
reversed in a subsequent spelling round where Outpost scored 
9 points t o Cricket' s 4 poi nts. However, in the l ast 3 rounds 
Cri cket earned 28 poi nts compared with Out post' s 15 ; thus 
Cricket r an out as relieved but comfortable winners. 

The fourth Quiz was preceded by on official protest from the 
St. Patrick's Society who felt it unfair to ask Irishmen to 
appear last in a Bar Quiz as by then all their team were 
'three parts to the wind'. However, a very boisterous and 
good natured Quiz ensued. At half-way St. Patrick's had a 
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13 point lead which was pulled back by a very good Golf team 
by round 7. Golf ran out 6 point winners, but as both Soccer 
and Darts had done previously, St. Patrick's lost as a result 
of glvlng away too many point~~ 

;te secon~ Quiz Night was again well attended, but suffered 
gremllns l.n the buzzer system. This was first discovered 

by the Outpost Editors - sorry Girls, nothing seems to have 
gone your way; better luck next week. 

Golf played ~arts,in the first Quiz. Having replaced 'Aussie' 
Barry Wl th Bn t Frank (owing to the UK 'bias' in the 
questions, according to them), they went on to score a record 
82 pomts; 73 of these coming in the final 6 rounds. Un­
fortunately, Darts didn't get a look in on the buzzer' with 
the benefit of hin~-sigh~ it would seem that they, to~, fell 
foul of the buzzer gremllns' but were too polite to complain. 

Next on stage were Soccer.and Outpost Editors. Extra ques­
!lons were asked ln the fust round once it became apparent 
that the Outpost buzzers dldn' t buzz' an al ternati ve and 
less noisy method was then used. After a slow start the 
Outpost team went into a 9 point lead at the end of the 6th 
round. This was followed by a buzzer round of Sports ques­
tlOns where Soccer earned 21. points out of a possible 24, 
and Outpost scored zero pomts . The final round sealed 
OutP?st ' s.f~te with Soccer earning 10 points to Outpost's 
1 pOlnt glvlng Soccer a victory by 63 points to 45. 

Next was the 'needle' match between St. Patrick's and 
St. George's. It was all-square after 6 rounds but 
St. George's started to pull away and had opened up a 
commandmg 19 pomt lead going into the final round 
St. Patrick's valiant effort in pulling back 11 points ~as 
Just too late and St. George's won by 57 points to 49. 

The last Quiz of the evening was between Cricket and General 
Commlttee. Crlcket had opened up a 12 point lead by the end 
of the 6th round but ~eneral Committee fought back magnifi­
cently to take a 9 ~olnt lead into the final round. Again , 
Cncket came back wlnnmg 12 points to General Committee's 
4 pomts ! but just failed to win in an exciting climax to 
the evenlng, gOlng down by 72 points to 73. 

The round-robin League positions after two Quiz 'Nights 
lndlcate that, from League 1, the General , Committee are 
already ,through to the Semi-finals and will be joined 
by the Wlnner of the Crlcket versus Soccer confrontation 
next week. In League 2 both Golf and St. George's go 
through to the Semi - finals; their encounter next week 
wlll determine first and second places. 
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ST. DAVID'S BALL 

A host of golden daffodils, over 1000 blooms jetted in 
by B.A ., illuminated the Royal Orchid Sheraton for the 
St. David's Day Ball this ye'ar. Having never been to a 
Welsh gathering before, we did not know at all what to 
.expect: anyway it was a fantastic night, and we will be 
going ·again next year for sure. At the entrance we were 
surrounded by hordes of little Welsh girls in costume, who 
gave out daffodil corsages to the ladies and leek corsages 
to the men ..• a very nice thought, as the men usually miss 
out on these things. We greeted the Bard of the Welsh 
Society, Richar:d Hopkins, and his charming wife, Nitta, 
prettily dressed in Welsh costume with "beaver" hat (made 
by the official military hat-makers to the Palace). Then, 
picking up drinks on the way, we passed assorted dragons, 
made of ice, cloth, polystyrene foam and most imaginative 
materials, skirted the daffodil-strewn fountain, and headed 
for the Harpist. Her name was Lieve, which seemed a strange 
name for a woman in Welsh costume. She was magnificent, 
playing classical and pop as well as old Welsh folk tunes. 
How lovely to hear a harpist in Bangkok ... the U.S. Ambas­
sador's wife agreed with us, when asked if she could hear 
the harp above the hubble-bubble, saying "I love the harp 
so much I can even hear it in heaven l

" 

We were then called to our dinner tables, and the Procession 
of the Bard began. The glorious strains of ''Men of Harlech" 
sung by 35 full Welsh voices filled the ballroom, and the 
procession strode into .view. John Morgan led with the 
Prince 's Banner, wi th John Jenkyn grasping the huge 
ceremonial sword', and then Richard and Ni tta Hopkins, look­
ing very distinguished, followed by the entire Hong Kong 
Welsh Male Voice Choir. They all stopped at Top Table, 
and the Anthems were sung .. . we notice that Mr. Tonkin, 
the new British Ambassador, sung the Welsh anthem very 
lustily in Welsh, and found out later that this is not the 
only Welsh song he knows, as he spent 12 years as a boy 
near Llanelli. 

Then came the PEACE CEREMONY , as found at the opemng 
each year of the National Eisteddfod in Wales. The massive 
sword was held in the air above Richard's head, and half­
drawn from its sheath. The audience was asked in Welsh was 
there peace; on the reply "Heddwch" which means peace, the 

<. 
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sword was rammed back int o its scabbard. This happened 
three times, whereupon the audience heaved a sigh of relief 
that the Bard would not have to behead anyone! This Call 
for Peace and the Grace was spoken by the redoubtable Glyn 
Wi lliams, and the Welsh sollftded marvellously poetic and' 
musical. 

The Hong Kong Choir then sang the first of their several 
spots under Berwyn Evans their conductor. They had a great 
sound and were very entertaining, especially later in the 
evening, when they had jok~s as well as singing. The very 
funny Dai Fitzpatrick, coming across as a typical Welsh­
Irish valleys boy, we found out later was a Barrister in 
Hong ,Kong. Terry Brewster did his Tom Jones bit, and was 
remarkably like him apart from the waistline. The choir 
also made a presentation of a "horn of plenty" to the Bard .•. 
a silver-encircled ram's horn. 

During an enjoyable dinner, we had a chance to learn Welsh 
in the loyal toasts . I now knO\v that "Y BRENIN" means 
"the King", "Y FRENNHINES" means "the Queen", and that 
the Welsh for St. David is "DEWI SANT". Richard Hopkins' 
speech was entertaining and informative. We learned that if 
you can't find a Welsh wit, then two English half-wits are 
easily obtainable and will do. Our eyes were opened about 
the great achievements of the Celtic nations, in particular 
Wales, which Richard referred to as "CYMRU", the Land of 
Brothers, and described in glowing and oratorial manner as 
befitted a man with so many preachers in his family. 

It was lovely to hear our new Ambassador for the first time, 
humorously replying to Richard's speech in his first attend­
ance at a big function. 

After all this, we let our hair down and danced through 
ti 11 about 3 a.m. A great night, and congratulations to 
the Bard and his committee for their superb organisation. 
There were about 220 people present, and the Bard tells us 
they would really like about 300, to make it "easier on the 
financial side. Well, we'll certainly be jotting down next 
year's date in red ink, and suggest you do the same, like 
the vi si ting Welsh-Canadian we met who was a veteran of 
many such celebrations, and said that this Bangkok St. 
David's Ball was the best he had ever been to anywhere in 
the world. Well done, the Welshl I I 

.... A GUEST 
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"A GOOD TIME HAD BY ALL" 

It was like returning to my youth on Tuesday night 
(17th March) when The Bracken paid a visit to Bobby's Arms. 

The air was thick with smoke and the noise deafening, with 
both the volume of music and audience participation. The 
band played a selection of folk songs ~it~ great enthusiasm 
and I particularly liked the..way they lllvlted members of a 
highly appreciative audience to join in some of theIr songs, 
giving the evening an authentic "folk club". touch . Mark 
Holt had even brought his fiddle along in readIness f~r the 
occasion. And, quite by coincidence', while prowllng 
the streets of Patpong on a free evening, the band members 
had met up with one of their ex-members, Jim McIntyre, who 
joined in the fun with his flute. 

A big thank you goes to the St. Patrick's Society for arrang­
ing for the band to be flown in from Ireland especIally to 
entertain the Bangkok Irish Community at the annual St. 
Patrick's Ball held at the Oriental Hotel. The Bracken spend 
their summer months in Dublin at the Sheiling Hotel singing 
away to the many tourists visiting Ireland. 

I hope they will escape from Ireland's winter again next 
year and entertain their many fans in Bangkok . 
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Letters 
LETTERS 

From: Lieutenant Commander M.A. Critchley, Royal Navy 

22S/7a 

!-:r Art hur ?1:: i l l i:ps 

:-'r e sident of' 

"'he 3 ritish ;lub 
:? ar.:gkok 

HMS PEACOCK 

BFPO I 

I ';·JQul:i li~:f' to tha.l1..l-:: you for t he tre::-:3!1c1C'.lS 

hospi tali ty your club extend3d ~ o all from 3]'!S :: ~l t I"C :) CK 

during our visi t to Eangkok. 

The rl..€oy mat ch :!!ld the ga ~l ~s ni.: ~t w"ere grea-t 

successes, although I am still f oc lin~ t:':1.e eff8cts of 

the rugby fll2.tchl 

The exce ~l er.t faci:!.ities of you::!:' club \ :8:"0 

. appreci2.ted. great~y by a l l ' .... ho u;;ed. tI- gm. 

M2J1Y t:l2..!lks ?.ga in f a::, all t ::at tt9 :sri t::" 8~: r;lub 
did to makE] Q'_Jr ntay so enjoyabl!2. , we hope · ~ o be bac} ~ 

ne:,:t y ear .. 
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The Secretary 

Administration Section 

British Embassy 
Bangkok 

.. 

The British Club 
189 Suriwongse Road 
Bangkok 

Dear Sir, 

Your reference 

Our reference ADM227/ 1 

Date :3 March 1986 

The sum of Baht1,17:3.50 was collected in the 
Royal Brit~sh Leg ~ on Appeal Box you very kindly 
put on displa;y at your Club. 

A total of Baht8,825.25 was 
has now been transferred to 
you for the part you played 

, ( 
~V\S)t~ 

I ~, ·. ~ 
G R Duff J'--" 
Administration Officer 

13 

raised locally and this 
the Appeal. Thank 
in raising this sum. 
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The Editor 

OUTPOST 

Dear Anne, 

7F Esmeralda Court 

Soi Ngam Duplee 

16th March 1986 

I am sure I am not the only one to notice an enormous 
improvement in OUTPOST in recent months. Thanks. 

May I suggest another small improvement? Less anonymity by 
the contribut ors - they are too modest. 

Your "From the Editor" uses the word "we" so I think you 
must have some assistants. It would be most interesting to 
know who they are. Their names, jobs and phone numbers in 
each issue might even help to attract contributions . 

The excellent feature "Well Worth Watching" contained, in 
the March issue, the words "I was as wide awake at the end 
of the film as at the beginning - a rare event for me". 
Warming to a fellow nodder, I skipped to the end of _Jhe 
piece to see whose rare event it was only to draw a -dis­
appointing bl ank. 

Of the 23 pieces in the March issue, five are signed and 18 
are anonymous. I believe Outpost would benefit if you can 

. persuade more contributors to take credit for their work. 

Best wishes for f uture issues. 

Richard Wingfi eld 
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TRAVEL 
LOG 

SEX, SUN and SEA: Basic Ingredients for a Weekend Away 

Now that the title has caught your attention, it must be 
admitted that sex, sun and sea had nothing (well ---- almost 
nothing) to do with the basic ingredients for our weekend 
away from Bangkok. The actual ingredients were: easy 
travel; inexpen,si ve accommodation; and tranquillity, with 
options of plenty to do. Where? Definitely not Pattaya or 
Club Med in Phuket. If we think of the opposite of S-S-S, 
then we turn inland to Mrs. Rhodes' River Kwae Family Camp 
at Kanchanaburi. 

To take our ingredients in reverse order: tranquillity 
. with plenty of options. For an unhurried pace of life and 

atmosphere, Mrs. Rhodes' camp is certainly to be 
recommended. An article in its own right could be written 
on Mrs. Rhodes and Miss Verna - former horseriding instruc­
tor of the Polo Club for 40 years and very active secretary 
to the Bangkok Music Society respectively. 

But, to the camp itself. 

Accommodation is spartan and food is Thai cooking at its 
simplest (choice limited\ helpings unlimited). The camp 
offers horseriding lessons (group and individual) and is a 
super play camp for children. Activities range from cycling, 
archery, canoeing, swimming, walking, adventure playground -
all under close supervision - to simply playing in a very 
large wooded playground. Great for kids to be kids after 
the restraints of Bangkok living. The children are closely 
supervised; from our experience they seem to lap it up, 
even to the extent of clearing away their own dishes, 
behaving i n the dormi tory , taki ng an afternoon nap, 
participating in round-the-campfire singing - all under the 
watchf ul eye and crisp comment of Mrs. Rhodes and Miss Verna. 

The Camp is a superb place t o l eave the children while the 
adults do their 'thing ' ; but adults too can fully participate 
in the activi ties of the Camp (as l ong as they are not over 
75 kilos). 
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On previous VISIts to the Camp, we had taken in the regular 
Kanchanaburi tourist sights (Ri ver Kwae bridge, Death 
Museum, a ride on death railway and a visit to Sai Yok 
waterfalls; all of which 'are ~tljoyable in their own right-) 
as well as a river trip in the Camp's own barge at a 
leisurely pace downstream and upstream; taking in lunch, 
klosters, swimming, canoeing and Egyptian PE (snoozing). 

On this trip, we decided to venture beyond the camp. 
, 

Our first visit entailed an interesting drive of 150 kms 
through valleys and woodland to Khao Lam reservoir. (This 
is the largest in Thailand. ) We at fi rst hoped to r ent a 
boat but t his plan was aborted since the negotiat ing skills 
of the local fishermen and foresters were much beyond t he 
Thai we could muster. So , on and upwards along t he lake, 
stopping at a viewpoint which proved to be a picturesque 
mid-morning picnic spot. Seei ng tops of mountains (hills , 
really , but everything is relative) and looking down to the 
lake and its fingers of inlets certainly makes a change 
from the flatness of the paddy fields and salt pans around 
Bangkok. We thought we may as well visit the dam, since we 
were in the area; this was most memorable in terms of 
watching a cacophony of monks dismounting from a couple of 
baht buses and stretching and reassembling their robes. 
The dam is a marvellous feat of engineering although it 
doesn ' t look very impressive, and it holds back 7 cubic 
kilometres of water. 

Now for lunch; that was a bit of a disaster since we had it 
at quite a well-'known hotel in the area also situated on a 
river (to save its blushes and ourselves from libel, its 
name, like ours , will be omitted). But, a trip down this 
river - the River Kwae Noi - was certainly refreshing and 
included a visit to some caves . These were discovered 
about fifteen years ago when hunters were chasing wild 
boar. Inside, the size of the caverns is most impressive 
as too are the stalactites and stalagmites . Our friends 
informed us that the caves were larger and more interesting 
than ' any thing they had seen in Sweden (then again, everything 
is relative) . A tip here, don't take the hotel trip to the 
caves, just the boat trip and then a nominal payment to the 
boatman will facilitate a visit to the caves. The final 
part of our trip involved going off the tarmac on to the 
red clay roads. Directions to Prasart Muang Sing, Khmer 
ruins are -quite easy. All that" is required is four adults 
with completely different beliefs in how to pronounce the 
Thai pronunciation of Prasart Muang Sing. If all try, our 
experience shows at least one gets it right some, but rarely 
all, of the time. 
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The ruins ar e i mpressive in their own way, not only because 
of t heir age but al so the rectangul ar characteristics of the 
architectural s tyle, the granulated texture of the building 
blocks and their almost mahogany colour . Perhaps, most of 
all , the Sheel" prettiness of the setting makes it wor th the 
vi s i t and detour of f t he tarmac . It is approximatel y 29kms 
f rom t he River Kwae Camp but directions are not very clear, 
after the i nitial signpost. Potholes are included, they are 
not an optional extra of t he ~ detour. 

With the sun setting over our shoul ders, the return trip to 
the Camp provided vistas of the sharp profile of t he darken­
ing hills with the setting sun reflected in the still water 
of the fresh English green of the young rice fie l ds. 

Back at the Camp, the chi l dren's day had been so f ull that 
we had not even been missed . 

Oh yes , the t ranquillity of the camp - in several senses: 
nice to go away with the children (yet for them to play wi th 
other children and enjoy pursuits not available in Bangkok) ; 
nice also to be with the children or be able to leave them 
in capable hands. Tranquillity in the sense of sitting 
chatting, playing a relaxing game of cards and conversing 
with friends , in the countryside . No "tuk-tuks", no blaring 
disco music, no bothersome vendors ; watching the sun gently 
set, dusk growing and the evening settling into its t ran­
quillity with a star-studded canopy of gentle night-time and 
its supporting cast of a cooling breeze and crickets humming 
in the trees. 

Returning to the other ingredients: the easy travel and in­
expensive accommodation . From Bangkok, once over the river, 
a very easy 1~ hours drive away-nothing like the frenetic 
journeys to Pattaya or Hua Hin . 

The cost for a week-end varies depending on the activities 
you partake in, how many meals you have, and the type of 
accommodation you have but the average cost for a family 
of four would be around 3,000 Baht . 

Full details can be obtained from Pacific Horizon Travel, 
Federal Hotel, 27 Soi 11 Sukhumvit Telephone No . 251 - 3676 . 
The Camp is also on the .telephone and the number is 034-
512-733. 
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River Kwae Family Camp - Chow Hall 

Porky's Dorm 
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'The King of the World !! 

Reading the recent newspaper articles about the Love Guru, 
Rajneesh Bagwan and his expulsions from various countries 
brought to mind an incident in about 1960 when I was 
employed in Bangkok as an airline ground-hostess. 

One day while awaiting the arrival of a flight, we received 
a message from the flight captain that there was a bunch 
of crazy people on board and a suggestion that we arrange 
for a special bus to pick them up from the plane . This was 
in the days before hijacking became popular and we did not 
have any special emergency procedures to put into effect. 
However, we arranged for a small bus and a policeman to 
be available. 

When the plane arrived, the passengers disembarked normally 
except that most of them were laughing. When almost all 
passengers were off the plane, a man appeared at the door 
and rolled a red carpet down the steps. He then stood aSlde 
and a gorgeous person appeared; a short, fat man wearing a 
royal blue suit, golden crown, purple red-lined floor-length 
cloak edged with fur and carrying a large golden globe and a 
silver handled brush. 

When he reached the foot of the steps, preceded by another 
man carrying a flag, he announced that he was the King of 
the World and was paying a state visit to Thailand . He then 
dipped his brush in a bucket held by a follower and sprinkled 
water on everybody in sight. The policeman. and I persuaded 
the King of the World and his entourage of ten to enter the 
special bus which took them to the terminal building. Upon 
alighting from the bus KotW again began sprinkling water over 
everybody. The red carpet was unrolled, a 'foldwg chal: was 
produced and he sat and commanded the immigration offiCIals 
to' come to him. 

A little while passed while the officials gathered their 
thoughts as they were not accustomed to such goings-on. 
Finally, one official sidled up asking for the party's pass­
ports which were duly produced - issued by the World Govern­
ment and signed by the King of the World. The lmmlgratlon 
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official handled the matter with great aplomb informing the 
holders of these passports that they could not be permitted 
to enter Thailand because they did not have visas . The KotW 
was very indignant and after throwing more water around 
attempted to march through the immigration barrier followed 
by -his entourage. 

Don Muang Airport was not then as modern as it is now and 
the immigration desks not protected by glass so the officials 
picked up a couple of desks an(I made a barrier out of them 
over which KotW would have had to climb to get out. 

The final outcome was that KotW and friends were put back on 
the same plane and taken out of Thailand. 

The cabin crew l ater reported that the journey from Europe 
had been hilarious with KotW (who flew first class) marching 
up and down the a,isles in full regalia anointing all the 
passengers with water. Every time the plane passed over 
another country t he flag was unfurled and that country was 
claimed as territ ory belonging to KotW. 

i never heard any more about the incident and have often 
wondered what happened to the King of the World . 

Leonie Vejjajiva 
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HALLEY'S COMET 

If you were in the British Club 76 years ago waItIng for the 
eternal Scotch egg (apparently these appear at about the 
same frequency as Halley's comet) you may very well have had 
your gin shaken by a snowball of fire screeching through the 
skies. Bangkok was one of the better places to view the 
comet then. Its geographical latitude and the then unpolluted 
atmosphere made it a prime viewing place. Unfortunately, if 
you were in the British Club then and missed it, the chances 
of seeing such a spectacular sight there this time around 
will be s light , unless the giant planets happen to divert it 
into the bar. 

Comets are composed mostly of water ice with tiny flecks of­
rock. They are usually 10 kilometres or so in diameter and 
probably originated from the birth of our solar system of 
which they are now part. They travel in very long ellipti ­
cal orbits around the Sun and each comet takes a different 
iength of time, some orbits taking up to 2 million_yea~s. _ 
The orbital time is not always regular, due t~ gravItatlQual 
influences by -the larger planets, especially Jupiter. 
Halley's comet has taken between 74.42 and 79.25 years to 
complete its elliptical path. The planets are not always 
in the same position as the comet moves through the solar 
system and this affects orbital time and pathway . 

Each time Halley's comet passes close to the Sun it loses 
some gas and dust forever through evaporation . Eventually 
there will not be sufficient solid particles to reflect the 
sunlight and make it visible from earth. Observers can see 
comets, even though some are very small in diameter, due to 
the Sun's energy vaporizing and driving away gas and dust 
from -the nucleus of the comet. This forms the comet's 
classic huge comma and tail. Sunlight is reflected off the 
solid particles and some of the gas particles fluoresce 
when heated by the Sun. A comet does not burn or make 
light itself. The tail, which can be millions of miles in 
l ength, is created by _the charged particles (ions) being 
pushed away by fast moving sub-atomic particles from the 
Sun (solar wind). 
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The debris is not reabsorbed back into th~comet's nucleus -
its gravity is far too small - and occasionally the earth 
flows through this debris. The solid particles in the tail 
heat up due to friction in the earth's upper atmosphere and 
they burn up (about 100 kilometres above our heads). We 
call these meteors or "shooting stars." Halley's cOll)et 
alone provides two modest meteor showers annually, the Era 
Aquarids (May 5th) and the Orionids (October 21st). 

Some comets, if they travel too close to the giant planets' 
gravitational flelds, may be diverted out of the solar 
system into the Oort cloud.- This is a belt of trillions of 
comets surrounding our solar system. Such an ignoble 
departure should not befall Halley's comet, however, because 
it does not pass too close to Jupiter. 

Due to its particular orbit this time around, Halley's comet 
will not offer us such a spectacular view as that experienced 
in 1910. The best time to see the comet in Bangkok will- be 
around April 10th. This is when Halley's comet will be 
closest to the Sun. The comet will appear from the east in 
late evenings during early April and should be in the sky 
for most of the night on April 15th. To view it, all that 
is required is the naked eye - if you are away from atmospheric 
interference. The comet should be up to second magnitude by 
mid~Apr:t1 (fifth magnitude being visible to the naked eye 
and second being brighter) . 

Wide-angled binoculars (7 x 50 or 10 x 50) are adequate 
if you know where to look. It is advisable to consult sky 
charts before April 10th and practice finding points in the 
sky. It would be also worthwhile to go 10/30kilometres 
from Bangkok to avoid light and dust pollution. If you are 
travelling South by air, sit on the left hand side of the 
plane and you may have a spectacular view of the comet very 
early in the morning. 

If you decide to stay in the Bar and create your own light 
show, do not despair. There are several space-crafts head­
ing for a rendez-vous -with the comet so there will be 
television showings of photographs for the next 76 years. 

The planetarium on Sukhumvit (opposite Ekamai) is an 
excellent resource centre if you want accurate information 
to -help with sighting. 

We are fortunate to be reasonably close to the equator but, 
even so, we will not get the best possible sightings, which 
will be in the Southern Hemisphere, around New Zealand. 
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FigIM'I 3. The rath of Comet Halley ~ the eelH1lII1 ~pNr" N~'~bI!r 19S5·May 1985. (From T~ Comet Hallay Hal1dbook.) 
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" lIGHT AKfNSION, HOVRS 

TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT THIS WEEKEND! 

Within three hours of Bangkok 

you can be on a deserted tropical island. 

Relax under,sail aboard 'PLA LUANG' 

a faithfully restored 64 foot Thai sailing junk 

With airy cabins and fully equipped galley. 

Ideal for family or company groups 

2 DAYS 1 NIGHT 

DAILY TO KO LAN 

~ 5,000 

~ 1,500 

BOOKINGS 583·8213 : BANGKOK 

OR JOHN STALL : R .V.Y.C. 
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KHONDIAW 

As I stand on the steps 

You do not even see 

Me. 

For I was once one of two 

You do not want to know .. 
Just me . 

For I r emi nd you of the ' 

Inevitable 

As you laugh, swim and laze 

" 

I remember - and you too - remember I had 

Happ:i.er days. 

You do not mean to exclude 

Me 

But you do 

As I st and on the steps. 

I am hungry for a hint of 

A smi le 

Just a. gesture to be included 

A welcome - "Be with us" 

From you an outstretched hand 

Saying we hoped to see you today 

Just to tal k pleasantries together 

(In England, it ' s always the weather) 

Maybe you ' 11 ask - "what do you think?" 

That' s wonder f ul. 

As if you care for me 

Today 

As I stand on the steps. 
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I am frightened of you 

For my tears may make you 
. f1 

Turn away . 

I am frightened of you 

Perchance you say cheer -up 

It ' s time to put grief away . 

I am frightened 'of you 

For being different , unabl e to 

Understand . 

For before , I didn't either. 

Now I look back and see 

How I didn't underst and 

Others' grief. 

Are you the friend I hope for 

Someone to say, I don 't know, 

I don't understand but I care . 

For I need you if you do 

So don 't decei ve me, tell me true. 

Are you the friend I hope for. 
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THE JF PACIFIC INCOME TRUST 
An Impressive and Consistent Performance Record. 

U ndcr the management of Jardine 
Fleming, the JF Pacific Income Trust 

continues to provide investors with both 
a f.lvourable yield and capital growth .. 
potential with low risk in the Pacific region. 

JF PACIFIC INCOME TRUST 
Pnformalll:c (with Incume ) Vs Indices (USS) 

r--------------------------------, 'OO 

~------------------------ -- -- _+ m 

f----------------------JF Pacific---+ 300 
Income Trust / I 

SO MJSO M JSOM J S D MJS D MJSO 

"" "" "" 
, .. 

The Trust's policy is to invest prin­
cipally in bonds and warrants convertible 
into the equities of the Pacific region. 
The Trust can use borrowings to enhance 
returns. 

Since the Trust's inception in 1980, 
there has been a 2'53.2% growth of its 
net asst:: t value in US dollar terms over 
5 Years. 

The Trust has regularly olltperformed 
its rivals and has shown much lower 
volatility. It has also maintained a much 
higher income than most Far Eastern 
Trusts: the current estimated dividend 
yidd of the Trust is approx 3%. 

While we believe investment in this 
Trust could be very rewarding, the price 
of shaftS in the Trust may go down as 
well as up. 

For further ddails, mail the coupon 
below: 

International Bond Funds 
Olle rear \ .7\\5 

fh't ,'tarJ 

Jf Pacific locome So d 
Bermuda Inlcmllliooal n 

MercUry Eurobond Fund 

Phoeoix Dollar F.1. 
Royal Trusl 1111 Bond 

£ 

4,1111 

4542 

3.81 4 

J.S95 

3.262 

2.'J70 

\jSS4.4 

Y935_0 

OM31.5 

fo: Mr, D.T. Wilkie or Me. V. Chan 

Personal Financial Consultants Ltd. 
130 I World Trade Centre, 
Causeway Bay, Hung Kong. 
Tel: 5·7908448 

, 
Three yeurs 1,801 
JF r acific Income ' \ Bond \ , ~b9 

Ik rn \ud~ Inlcrnat:OM 
1,~29 

s&P Yen Rond \·und 1, ~ 09 

CoobaT F .,.;I 1,7111 
:-Acrcury I:.ur"bond UI 1,51\9 

,\veragc 
1.255 93'8 

1.505 
1.27l! 1.0311 

961 

2.l!l!6 \.590 1.305 

JJ!SS 
1.354 

NOr1'h SlaT In"c.,1 Fund 1.2111 

J F Pacific In"nnW 1 ,204 

Conhar I.U9 
K B Fur" bD nd \.D7 
K U Eurobond A~cu m ulalOr 1. 0 ~ 8 

Average 

10.7 112.0" 

,," OiSI . 

" 
",0 

1.\45 Disl. 
104!1.0 

1.116 Oi,l. 
10\\2.0 

9lIO l)isl 

"' .. Disl " 9.' 12't5.0 
OiSI. 
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Money 

N:II11C: ______________________________________ _ 

Addrcss: ___________________________________ _ 

___________________ TeL ________________ _ 
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THE ORIENTAL'S SALA RIM NAM 

The Chao Phya River provides a wonderful back drop for an 
evening meal. Watching the ever changing hustle and 
bustle on this major waterway can turn an ordinary meal into 
something rather special. The Oriental Hotel's riverside 
restaurant provides an excellent selection of very good Thai 
cooking to compliment the view. 

Although most residents are aware of the Oriental's Sala Rim 
Naam on the opposite bank of the river, few realise that 
there is another restaurant on the Terrace in front of this 
beautiful sala. Tourists flock to the Sala to enjoy an 
exotic display of Thai dancing as well as sample a set Thai 
meal. This is rather expensive. 

The Terrace restaurant, however, offers an enormous menu at 
more reasonable prices - 40-50 ~ for the average dish. All 
your Thai favourites are on this menu with lots more besides 
and very helpful staff to explain the less familiar dishes. 
The complete novice can safely leave the choice to the Head 
waiter. 

Mosqui to coils are to be found under . every table and the 
breeze from the river keeps the temperature quite pleasant. 

While the drinks are at usual hotel prices, they do offer a 
very exotic range of cocktails (very potent too!) at the 
same price as a gin and tonic. Booking in advance is 
recommended to secure a riverside table. 

Parking for the restaurant is provided at the main Oriental 
car park. The hotel offers its own, free, water taxi service 
to the restaurant. This adds to the charm of the evening. 
The jetty can be reached from the main lobby of the .. hotel 
and any staff member will show you the way. However, the 
jetty can also be reached through the delightful Authors' 
Lounge and Regency Room, if there are no functions in 
progress. Doors lead out int o the garden and the jett y is 
straight ahead . Linger over the pictures in t he Authors' 
Lounge and see a by-gone era of Thai history. 
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IN DEPTH 

THE HILLTRIBES HANDICRAFT SALES .. 
OF THE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 

If you are a newcomer to Bangkok · you have already heard 
about them; if an old-timer, you have probably been there. 
The eight Hilltribes Sales a year, held at the International 
School of Bangkok, Soi 15 Sukhumvit, are business-cum-social 
events not to be missed. In 210 hours, a vast array of 
colourful handicrafts are bought by shoppers. Many of the . 
products are unique, most are indeed made by hand, and their 
distincti ve traditional colours, patterns and shapes make 
them ideal presents or mementoes of your stay in Thailand. 

The prices are reasonable. Bangkok is now flooded with 
imitation hilltribe and other handicrafts which are made in 
sweatshops and sold very cheaply. We cannot deny the 
attraction of low prices; we can only point out that the 
workmanship in the genuine crafts we sell is far superior 
and that our craftsmen receive all but about 2'. of the price 
of their goods, while the people who make the imitations 
receive only a tiny fraction of the price. 

The price range at the· sales is astounding - from 6 baht to 
6,000 baht and there are many small, easily packabl e items 
which you might like to take back with you when you go on 
home leave. Even the children can find many handicrafts 
priced for their purses. 

The sales date back to 1971, when some missionaries asked 
friends at International Church on Soi 19 if they would ~ry 
to sell a few pieces of traditional crafts so that the 
impoverished tribal women they worked with could have a 
little cash to pay for schooling, medicines or even just 
rice. At first, the International Church women sold the 
crafts privately to f r iends or women's groups. Gradually, 
the idea evol ved of selling all these crafts in one place, 
and in this way t he Hi lltribes Sal es were born. From a 
small sal e held at the Church Pari sh House i n December 1971 
the sal es have expanded unt il now the large gym at Inter­
national School i s filled on Sal e day with the colour of 
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needlecraft, basketry , fabrics, applique, quilts , purses, 
lette r paper, lacquerware, wood carvings, tribal mus ica l 
ins t r uments - all hand made. Because the items a r e 
i ndividually made, the select16n varies from month to 
month and there are always new cr afts available . 

The Sales are staffed entirely by volunteers organised by 
the Hilltribes Handicraft Committee of the Internat ional 
Church Women's Association and include some British Club 
members. No one connected with the Sales receives any pay 
of any ki nd . But do not confuse the Hilltribe Sales with 
church jumble or white elephant sales you may have known . 
Goods are sold from 16 craft groups from allover Thailand , 
r epresenting tribal, leprosy, refugee and Christian coopera­
tive organisations with direct affiliation to Christian 
agencies . The purpose of the Sales has always been to help 
economically depressed or disadvantaged people by marketing 
their crafts on a non-profit basis and thus to provide them 
wi th an income by which they can alleviate their poverty . 
through their own efforts. 

All prices are fixed by the producer groups themselves. 
The Hilltribes Handicraft Committee charge a 5% commission 
to cover direct costs - rental, electricity, etc., which 
normally total between 1 and 2% of sales. Then , once a 
year, the excess that has accrued is put into a fund 
to help with the needs of the groups who produce the crafts. 
The Committee reasons that marketing the handicrafts is 
only a short-term answer to the plight of the craftsmen, 
that the solution lies in training and education, and that 
the Sales must represent only a step toward independence 
for the groups which are capable of entering the market 
themselves . The Committee has been concerned for several 
years that these groups should not cling to the Sales, 
since there can be no guarantee that volunteer workers and 
management on the scale presently provided will be avail­
able indefinitely. The Committee is once again directing 
its efforts toward providing incentives for large groups 
to go out on their own . 

Next HILLTRIBES HANDICRAFT SALE 

10 May 1986 

International School of Bangkok 

End of Soi 15 Sukhumvit 

9.30 A.M . to Noon 
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. .. From the Scene . .. 

The other day I saw a film for the younger ones called the 
"Care Bears Movie!' . I t was about a boy who is hypnotized by 
an evil spirit and he conquers the town and tries to conquer 
the rest of the world, but the Care Bears don't intend for 
this to happen so they set out to prove that caring can save 
the world. 

"Return to Oz" and the "Wizard of Oz" are both about a girl 
called Dorothy who is always ending up in Oz in a hurricane, 
tornado or bad storm. The . Wizard of Oz is the first part of 
the story and Return to Oz - more or less the second. 

But the one I found most challenging was "Starfighter" . It 
was about a guy who i s encouraged t o fight against the 
enemy to defend the 'goodies ' - the frontier. He is found by 
one of the al iens in a trailer park and there is some sort 
of arcade game which the guy is an expert at. He has to do 
more or l ess the s ame thing as the computer game except in 
space. You wouldn't believe the wei r d kind of animals (or 
al iens as you m ig h ~ cal l it ) you see! 

By Kathryn Sill 

Age 11 . 

31 
























































