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Celebrating 60 Years
A proud tradition of learning excellence

www.patana.ac.th | +66 (0) 2785 2200 | 643 Lasalle Road, Bangkok 10260

Bangkok Patana is a not-for-profit, IB World School, accredited by CIS and NEASC

We offer a British-style education for an 
international community, from Nursery 

through to Graduation.
Find out how our approach to learning and outstanding teaching 
staff develop global citizens who shape their world through 
independence, empathy, creativity and critical thinking. 

Contact us at admissions@patana.ac.th
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chairman - Jack Dunford MBE
chairman@britishclubbangkok.org
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General Committee Members
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SENIOR MANAGERS
General Manager
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gm@britishclubbangkok.org
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Tee Bale
tee@britishclubbangkok.org
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Marketing & Communications Manager
Michael Herrera
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Services & Functions Manager
Somboon Chaiyaprom
somboon@britishclubbangkok.org

Membership Sales Manager
Thanyaphon Worapan
thanyaphon@britishclubbangkok.org

Executive Chef
Kornnisara Nongku
wilailuck@britishclubbangkok.org

Sports Manager
Amnat Saklebpradu
amnat@britishclubbangkok.org 

Outlets Manager
Kasem Modphai
kasem@britishclubbangkok.org

THE BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK
189 Surawongse Road, Bangkok 10500
Entrance via Silom Soi 18
Tel: +66 (0) 2234 0247
Fax: +66 (0) 2235 1560
info@britishclubbangkok.org
www.britishclubbangkok.org

FRONT COVER
The 115th Birthday of the Club is sure to be 
a cracker - it’s a significant age, after all, and 
the Clubhouse will be sporting the façade 
which it supposedly had when built, and with 
a revised colour scheme as well.  Come along 
and celebrate its continued longevity!
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EDITOR’S GREETING

This issue heralds the Thai New 
Year, and the new GC year as the 
double meeting evening’s review 
reveals.  The colourful Chinese New 
Year Sunday which stood in for 
Pancake Day too is featured.

We continue with Jack Dunford’s 
‘then and now’ comparisons of 
the Bangkok Skyline, and there’s a 
message from the British Embassy 
helping nationals get a Thai driving 
licence.

And exciting events ahead - see the 
posters throughout.SPORTS
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MESSAGE FROM

Jack Dunford

Chairman
AGM: The AGM/ EGM was held last night and Jeremy 
extended my print deadline so that I could comment on 
the outcomes. Both meetings were fairly well attended 
and conducted in good humour. There was almost no 
controversy, a sign I hope that most Members are happy 
with the way things are going.   Eight of the outgoing 
General Committee were re-elected from last year plus 
two experienced sub-committee Members, Brian Brook 
and Chris Watt. Sadly we again failed to attract any lady 
candidates, but this is a very strong GC. I would like to 
thank everyone who made the effort to come along or 
submitted proxy votes, and for this vote of confidence. 

EGM: A second, mandatory EGM ratified the new Con-
stitution, which had been approved at the first EGM 
on 19th February. It is a relief to finally have this task 
completed. The old Constitution was dated and cum-
bersome and we can now make a fresh start with a 
streamlined statute that reflects both current demo-
graphics and practices. It will come into effect as soon 
as it has been approved by the Thai Authorities and at 
the same time the GC will update the Bylaws to en-
sure compatibility. Many thanks again to everyone who 
helped get this done, the Sub-committee who did all 
the hard work, and especially Paul Cheesman who led 
the process and Hunt Talmage who provided pro bono 
legal and editing services.

Vision:  Although it is something I never intended, I 
am happy to have been asked to serve as Chair again. 
The last two years were a bit of a slog at times with 
so many facets of the Club locked in the 20th Century. 
There was a lot of trial and error as we looked for ways 
forward, but now we have important building blocks in 
place and I believe this will be a very exciting year for 
the British Club.

The Silom Wing project is proving to be the visible cat-
alyst for change, a daring stride into the 21st Centu-
ry; modern architecture providing quality facilities for 
younger Members and their families. We need more, 
younger Members to keep the Club vibrant and en-
sure our future, but our Vision is much broader than 
that. We believe that with elegant development of the 
Clubhouse as well, we can become a niche centre for 
meetings and functions, offer a unique atmosphere for 

eating and drinking and also an attractive venue for 
culture and entertainment. Our status could be even 
further strengthened with accommodation as well.

When our Club was founded in 1903, expatriate life 
must have been very simple and there can have been 
few other social and sporting alternatives.  Whilst to-
day’s expats live in comparative luxury and have access 
to a myriad of modern amenities, Bangkok has become 
a mega-city and life for many is hectic and stressful. 
The British Club still offers an oasis of comfort away 
from the roar, a place to relax, make friends and be part 
of a community; for children, families and the younger 
generation, as well as us oldies who still make a up a 
large proportion of the current membership.

the Chairman

Excavation for kiddies pool

Considering how we should position ourselves in the 
marketplace today, the Club has a great international 
feel with Members from over 40 countries, but we be-
lieve it is our very British-ness that makes us special 
…  something we can celebrate and build on. The UK 
itself is a myriad of cultures and identities and through 
diversity has developed a unique sense of humour that 
shines through in so many aspects of our lives includ-
ing eclectic designs and eccentric style. 

This defines us and our Vision embraces it. When the 
Embassy goes high-rise next year, we will be the only 
remaining recognisably British establishment in town, 
and steeped in history; even more so when we give 
a home to the 1922 War Memorial and, hopefully, the 
1903 Queen Victoria (have a chat with the Ambassa-
dor!). 
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Further recognition of our potential this month has 
been the Club winning a competition to host the an-
nual “Living in Bangkok” fair going forward which has 
been held at Bumrungrad Hospital for the last 19 years. 
This fair is aimed at newcomers to Bangkok and dozens 
of companies attend to advertise their products.  This 
will further enhance our position in the community.

Clubhouse Painting: Unusual rains delayed the re-
painting of the Clubhouse but by the time you receive 
this it should be finished. Feedback on the new colour 
scheme with exposed brickwork has been almost ex-
clusively positive.   

Neilson Hays Library: Although the Neilson Hays Library 
is now open after their renovations, work on their car 
park and landscaping is progressing very slowly. We are 
still waiting to know when we can re-open the café 
but it should be a very pleasant hangout when it is all 
ready and we expect business to be good.

There is so much to look forward to at the Club this 
year. Thank you everyone for your support and I look 
forward to seeing around.

The incoming GC (8 of 10)

Courts area

Silom Wing: Building projects, big and small 
are notorious for delays and overspending 
so it was almost too good to be true to be 
reporting work as on schedule every month 
so far. It was almost inevitable, that we 
have now had our first major hiccup with 
the project falling about a month behind 
schedule in March due to labour shortages 
and sub-contractor problems. However, as 
Ali’s report records, all seems to have been 
resolved. With full hands now back on deck 
our main contractor is confident that lost 
time can be made up. 

A nice tribute this month was the British 
Club receiving the “Best Leisure Development in Thai-
land” award at the 2018 Asia Pacific Property Awards, 
based on Chapman Taylor’s stunning design for the 
Poolside. As the first stage of this, we are determined to 
make the Silom Wing a success and are engaged with 
potential sponsors to ensure that we have stylish furni-
ture and fittings to match the modern design and max-
imise user experience for our Members when it opens.

The response so far has been very encouraging with 
several sponsors expressing enthusiasm to be associat-
ed with our Vision.  There is always room for more and 
we would happy to talk with any Member who would 
like associate their business with us in this way.

Events: We have now recruited a Marketing/Communi-
cations Manager, Michael Herrara, to work with Tee Bale 
and the next few months will see further development 
of our website, much expanded social media activity, 
and many new activities and events. New weekend en-
tertainment for children is already being rolled out; a 
big fun party is being planned for the Royal Wedding 
in May and a Giant Screen Poolside Football World Cup 
extravaganza in June. 
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We had both an EGM and AGM on 20th March with over 
50 Members attending.   Thank you to all those who 
came along and congratulations to the new General 
Committee chaired by Khun Jack Dunford, and with the 
same Officers.

By the time you read this, the repainting of the Club-
house should be completed.  This time, the  GC decided 
to adopt a new design of a new colour and exposed 
brickwork in the central section.  It looks very nice and 
different from the past and many Member have com-
mented favourably as the work was done.

We will celebrate the Club’s 115th Birthday on 22nd April, 
and all Members are welcome, there will be kids activities 
too so please come to help us to cut the cake in evening 
on the front lawn. More details will be sent by emailing.

In maintenance, we have replace the ceiling in the dis-
abled toilet, increased the lighting at the Cricket Nets 
and patched up the Multi-Purpose Court.  There’s a new 
design for the Silom Gate, and works have started al-
ready. Our security guards are walking around the Club 
with the supervisor staying under a small awning near 
the gate.  Completion is scheduled for the same time as 
the Silom Wing project with a new entrance and a new 
fence.

LETTER FROM
the General Manager

I’m sad that in March we lost our long-term Member 
Khun Mike Smith who joined in April 1998 and had 
lunch and dinner almost everyday at the Club.  He will 
missed by our staff and others Members.

We have a few new staff for in the kitchens and out-
lets, including a new Head Thai Chef and two cooks for 
the Thai kitchen who plan to make new dishes for the 
Club’s new menu.
 
At the beginning of April a new Marketing and Com-
munications Manager, Khun Mike, will join the staff to 
help us with the marketing of Membership, Events and 
Functions.  As we will host "Living in Bangkok" at the 
British Club this year, he will be the main person run-
ning this event, so please welcome him to our Club.

We also have a new team for Sunday Activities by the 
kids pool.  Please give us your comments about them 
so we can request new activities that your kids would 
love to see.   At the Songkran Festival, there will be 
some activities for kids on the front lawn and we will 
serve a Thai buffet at Surawongse Sala.  If you are in 
BKK, please come and enjoy with us.
 
I am looking forward to seeing you all around the Club.  
Happy Songkran Day!

Premrudee Tanyaluck

General Manager

   OFFICAL OPENING TIMES
The Verandah 11am - 2pm, 5pm - 10pm (Mon-Thurs)
   11am - 10pm (Fri-Sun and Public Holidays)

1910 Balcony 3pm - midnight (Afternoon Tea 3pm - 5pm)

Accounts Office 9am - 6pm (Mon-Fri), Closed (Sat-Sun)

1910 Sports Bar 5pm - midnight Fitness Centre 6am - 10pm (Mon-Fri)

Churchill Bar 10am - 12midnight  Fitness Centre  6am - 9pm (Sat-Sun)

Poolside Bar 6:15am - 11pm Thai Massage 10am - 5pm (Tues-Sun)
   Last food orders 9:30pm
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Tee Bale

Deputy General Manager
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Khun Laak

Executive Chef
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Paul Cheesman

Honorary Secretary

Outgoing GC

Rapt attention
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Having completed all the demolition, piling and  
foundation works on time, we have suffered the first  
serious delays on the Silom Wing project this 
month. Unfortunately the project is now about a month 
behind the original schedule due mainly to poor  
performance by the subcontractor and a shortage in 
skilled labour. Unseasonal weather has also contributed 
to the problem reducing the entire site to a mud pit at 
times.

However, our main contractor, JK Builders are looking
to recover at least some of the delay  by taking on  
more direct work themselves. With increased site  
management and supervision, better project planning 
and scheduling, improved coordination between all 
parties should move things forward.
 
As preparations are being made to complete the main 
structures, other work has been brought forward. Work 
has just started driving hex piles for the kiddies pool 
and the Silom Road guardhouse and a new subcontractor 
will be used for building the new entrance facility. 

We should be able to give a more detailed prospect 
next month and still hope to complete the project by 
around the end of June.

All Adam

Chair Silom Wing SC

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Silom Wing

30 strong new work force

Bending of the reinforcing steel

Hex piles for the kiddies pool and site concrete completed

Demolition of old Guardhouse underway

Preparation of reinforcing for first floor beams
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Pancake Day this year was just about to get underway when the 
heavens opened and flooded the front lawn, with a huge thunder-
storm that lasted the whole afternoon put a stop to the planned 
activities. This wasn’t going to stop us though, so we rescheduled 
to the following weekend teaming up together with Chinese New 
Year.

The afternoon started with a fantastic sell out Dim Sum Buffet 
spread across the back lawn, Chef Laak and her team put together 
a true taste of Chinese cuisine which everyone enjoyed. Next up 
was the Lion dance in front of the Clubhouse, everyone congre-
gated around the lawn and the show began, smiles and amaze-
ment from all watching when show created a human pyramid and 
gave out good luck sweets for 
the new year. After the show 
finished it was finally time for 
the children to have their go 
at Pancake races, there were 
some great efforts and some 
poor ones to from the adults 
taking part, but fun was had by 
everyone with prizes going to 
the fastest finishers.

Don’t forget you can find all 
the pictures, videos and future 
events all on our Facebook 
page.

LIONS AND PANCAKES
Chinese New Year
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Squash Mix-In
5:15pm - 7:30pm

Bangkok 
Gentlemen 
Spoofers  8:30pm

Football
7pm - 9pm

BWG Mahjong
10am - 1pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Ladies Tennis 
Coaching
9.30 - 10.30pm

Paella
Dinner only!

LADIES TENNIS

START WEDNESDAY 10 JANUARY 2018
THB 750 PER CLASS

9:30AM-10:30PM

COACHING

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE

02-324-0247 EXT.26 OR BY EMAIL :

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

Bangkok 
Gentlemen 
Spoofers  8:30pm

Football
7pm - 9pm

Quiz Night
7:15pm  The Verandah

BWG Mahjong
10am - 1pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Ladies Tennis 
Coaching
9.30 - 10.30pm

Paella
Dinner only!

LADIES TENNIS

START WEDNESDAY 10 JANUARY 2018
THB 750 PER CLASS

9:30AM-10:30PM

COACHING

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE

02-324-0247 EXT.26 OR BY EMAIL :

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

Squash 
Mix-In
5:15pm - 7:30pm

Sports Camp
9am - 4:30pm

Football
7pm - 9pm

Mini Sports Camp
10am - 3pm

BWG Mahjong
10am - 1pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Ladies Tennis 
Coaching
9.30 - 10.30pm

Sports Camp
9am - 4:30pm

Mini Sports Camp
10am - 3pm

Squash 
Mix-In
5:15 - 7:30pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15pm - 7:30pm

Bangkok 
Gentlemen 
Spoofers  8:30pm

Football
7pm - 9pm

BWG Mahjong
10am - 1pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

BWG Mahjong
10am - 1pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Tennis Mix-In
6pm - 10pm

Ladies Tennis 
Coaching
9.30 - 10.30pm

Paella
Dinner only!

LADIES TENNIS

START WEDNESDAY 10 JANUARY 2018
THB 750 PER CLASS

9:30AM-10:30PM

COACHING

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE

02-324-0247 EXT.26 OR BY EMAIL :

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG
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Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Sports Camp
9am - 4:30pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

JUNIOR TENNIS
FRIDAY

5-8 YEARS OLD | FRIDAY 4PM-5PM
8-12 YEARS OLD | FRIDAY 5PM-6PM
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE 02-324-0247 EXT.26

OR BY EMAIL : SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

START 12 JANUARY
END    6 APRIL HALF T

ERM BREA
K 2 WEEKS 

FRIDA
Y 23RD

 FEB 
AND 2ND MARCH.

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE
02-324-0247 EXT 26 OR BY EMAIL TO:

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

THB 200 PER   0 MINUTES3

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Songkran Buffet
11am - 3pm

JUNIOR TENNIS
FRIDAY

5-8 YEARS OLD | FRIDAY 4PM-5PM
8-12 YEARS OLD | FRIDAY 5PM-6PM
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE 02-324-0247 EXT.26

OR BY EMAIL : SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

START 12 JANUARY
END    6 APRIL HALF T

ERM BREA
K 2 WEEKS 

FRIDA
Y 23RD

 FEB 
AND 2ND MARCH.

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE
02-324-0247 EXT 26 OR BY EMAIL TO:

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

THB 200 PER   0 MINUTES3

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE
02-324-0247 EXT 26 OR BY EMAIL TO:

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

THB 200 PER   0 MINUTES3

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Club's Birthday
From 3pm, Front Lawn

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Mini Sports Camp
10am - 3pm

Sports Camp
9am - 4:30pm

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE
02-324-0247 EXT 26 OR BY EMAIL TO:

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

THB 200 PER   0 MINUTES3

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Wine Tasting
6 - 9pm
Surawongse Room

JUNIOR TENNIS
FRIDAY

5-8 YEARS OLD | FRIDAY 4PM-5PM
8-12 YEARS OLD | FRIDAY 5PM-6PM
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE 02-324-0247 EXT.26

OR BY EMAIL : SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

START 12 JANUARY
END    6 APRIL HALF T

ERM BREA
K 2 WEEKS 

FRIDA
Y 23RD

 FEB 
AND 2ND MARCH.

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE
02-324-0247 EXT 26 OR BY EMAIL TO:

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

THB 200 PER   0 MINUTES3

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BOOK AT THE FITNESS CENTRE
02-324-0247 EXT 26 OR BY EMAIL TO:

SPORTS@BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK.ORG

THB 200 PER   0 MINUTES3

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Easter For Kids
From 10am, Back Lawn



April 201818

Outpost Reportings



April 2018 19

Reportings



April 201820

Outpost Reportings

Last month I started sharing some pictures I took in the 1980s/90s 
whilst playing cricket at the Royal Bangkok Sports Club (RBSC) 
and her sister, The Polo Club, and comparing these with some I 
took with Brian Brook in November checking out how the skylines 
have changed. The pictures this month are from The Polo Club. 
There are several mega projects underway in this area and this 
skyline will change dramatically in the next few years.

Matching views was a bit difficult because the jogging track was 
being rebuilt during our visit ... and sadly cricket is no longer 
played at the Polo Club having been one of the finest squares in 
Southeast Asia.

CHANGING SKYLINES
Part 2

Jack Dunford

Chairman

Towards Poenchit 1980s

Towards Rama 1 1990s

Towards Ploenchit 2017

Towards Rama 1 2017
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Towards Rama 1 1990s Towards Rama 1 2017

Towards Rama 4 1990s Towards Rama 4 2017

You can order in person from any outlet, straight from the menu.
Or order by telephone from the take-away menu on the website.

Bulk orders available from Khun Somboon.

Tel: 02 234 0247,   Website: www.britishclubbangkok.org/index.php/Promotions/takeaway-menu.html
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David Fiala

Personal Trainer
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Weight Lifting: vigorous 180 - 223
Aerobics, Step: low impact 210 - 260
Aerobics: high impact 210 - 260
Bicycling, Stationary: moderate 210 - 260
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Graham Johnston

Section Chairperson

TENNIS
Championship update

2018 Ladies Inter Club
The 31st Bangkok Ladies Doubles Invi-
tational Interclub Team Tennis Tourna-
ment was held at Impact Academy on 
10th March 2018 with eight teams par-
ticipating. British Club were unfortu-
nate to be drawn in the same group as 
the two strongest clubs – Polo and Rot-
fai who were also the hosts this year. 
This year featured a new team named 
Cozy Family, replacing Silom Club who 
had withdrawn at the last minute. 

The results from our first two matches 
against Pattalung and Polo Club were 
both very close. The pairs of combined 
ages 90 and 80 featuring Raquel & Na 
and Nong & Nisa were impressively 
unbeaten but unfortunately we still 
went down 4-6 against Pattalung and 
2-6 versus Polo. The Rotfai result was 
less close before we rallied to comfort-
ably defeat the Cozy Family with the 
loss of just one match.

This years top winners were Rotfai fol-
lowed by 2) Japanese and 3) Polo Club. 
The chasing pack contained BIG, RBSC, 
Pattalung, British Club, and Cozy Family.

Thank you to all the players who rep-
resented the British Club - Jill (making 
her debut), Raymonde, Raquel, Jeab, Noi, 
Na, Nong, Nisa, Natt, Ann & Pin - and to 
our loyal supporters who cheered us 
on from the side.

Who are we ... BCB

Two of the usual suspects Jill & Raymonde

Amnat failed a late eligibility test

It’s a bit of a tricky dispatch this month as the reader is at a distinct advantage.  At the 
time of writing, we are reaching the business end of our Club Championships while 
at the time of your reading, finals day has already been played.

With that peculiarity in mind, I will steer clear of too much comment on the Cham-
pionships except to say that they have been an overwhelming success to date, that it 
has been great to see supporters regularly turning up in numbers to spectate from the Surawong Sala, and that I 
personally I am very much looking forward to the tennis and fun on Finals Day. I trust you attended and had fun J

In the midst of our Club Championships, 
our Ladies Team were also competing in 
the 2018 Bangkok Ladies Doubles Invi-
tational Interclub Team Tennis Tourna-
ment.



April 2018 27

Sports

THE BOSS

Before the Club Championships got underway, we welcomed to the British Club a rather 
interesting band of tennis players who went by the name of ‘The Guilt Club’ and were 
associated with a reciprocal club in Shanghai. The Guilt Club won many admirers for 
their camaraderie and appetite for fun. They didn’t win too many tennis matches though 
with The British Club enjoying a rare and sweet victory! We all celebrated together in 
style well into the night … and there my report of the Match Vs the Guilt Club has to 
end. For the extended version see the usual suspects!

The Winning Team

Altogther now

Can I get a word in Indy ...

Speaking on behalf of the Tennis 
Section, I would like to add many 
thanks to ‘THE BOSS’ Khun Yubharet 
for once again taking care of all 
the arrangements and leading our  
ladies into competition.
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Ben Eastwell

Dale - man of the match

Van celebrations

Relaxing win Winning chase Long day
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BC V Pattaya

Dont wake the chairman Dreaming of wickets

Lucky new kits

Zzz Zzz Zzz
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Bruce Madge
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