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Strawberry-Flavoured Golf Prizes

Tennis Not Coming Last

Swimming Gala Report

Good Friday Fun
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Some times it pays to fly Business Class. We all know that we arrive in a better state of mind, fresher and more on
the ball ! But in these tough times is it possible to justify the cost 7 It is when you fly KLM... that’s why our World
Business class is fashionably affordable !

KM has a service that’s in a class of its own. Experience the comfort of more legroom, seats with better recline, gourmet meals
plus personal phone and video. Experience World Business Class eight times a week to over 80 European destinations.

For reservations and more information contact your travel agent or KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, Tel: 679-1100, Fax: 679-1416.
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and are No. 1
in our business

With over 3,000 successful moves every year, a well established overseas network
and so many years of finding solutions and answering individual needs,
Transpo is Thailand's largest and most experienced moving company.

Transpo has the expertise together with the local and
international muscle to deliver the best possible service - time, after time, after time...

TRANSPO

INTERNATIONAL LTD.

134/28-32 Soi Athakravi 3, Rama 1V, Bangkok 10110. Tel: 259-0116, Fax: 258-6555



Far o h Madding Crow

—

et away from the traffic and hectic
pace of Bangkok for a relaxing break at Club
Aldiana Siam, near Hua Hin. Float around
the island in our free-form pool, feel the
fine sand between your toes on the
beautiful stretch of beach in front of the
resort, take in a sauna and massage or
simply enjoy the comfort of your air-
conditioned room. Three superb buffets a
day ensure you won't go hungry, and the
Pool Bar and Diamonds Bar provides drinks
and entertainment in the evening.

Leave the golf, tennis, sailing,

surfing, cycling, archery, aerobics, fitness,
volleyball, water gymnastics and games to
the active ones! And the Kids Club will keep
the little ones occupied for hours.

O for complete relaxation, try Club
Aldiana Siam.

International Club Hotel Aldiana Siam
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For more information contact our new sales office at:
117/125 Moo 6 Soi Chinket 2, Ngamwongwan Road, Donmuang, Bangkok
Tel: (02) 954 7156-8 Fax: (02) 954 7155 Email: aldianasiam @ prachuabl.a-net.net.th
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€Erom the Edtitor

fter all the pills, jabs, drips and hospitalisation for the snivels, coughs, colds and

pneumonia I've had the pleasure of calching over the last three months I'm look-
ing forward to a good old-fashioned hot and rainy season to add a dose of consistency
until the drizzles of September. With no public holidays imminent this is a great time to
escape for weekends as it’s low(er) season in Thailand now and there aren’t the droves
of Bangkokians fleeing the capital.
However, il a 2-day break is just too short for where you want to go, then get yourselves
down to the Club at the weekend instead—Ilying on a sunlounger with delicious fruit
shake in-hand and eyes closed, you could be at any resort... well, OK, minus the sca
breeze. And at least if it rains you can hide out in the Churchill Bar watching the World
Cup football and playing darts over a few beers, or in one of the salas enjoying a hot pot
of tea and an all-day breakfast.
In Outpost this month are the report and pictures from the Good Friday Fun Day and the
Swimming Gala held at the end of March; both articles held over from last month (o
ensure we had some decent photos to accompany the reports. This month’s farewells
column is also a combined job of all those who left our fair lawns during March and
April, though this is much less to do with waiting for pictures than of having clean
forgotten to include March’s departers in last month's issue; apologies. At least there’s
some new members this month! Talking of whom:

New Members—An Appeal

This is for all members who have joined the Club in the last five months who haven’t
attended either of the two New Members Nights (January or April):— Could you please
forward a photograph of yourself and your family (if applicable) to the Outpost pigeon-
hole in the Clubhouse, as I have many completed personal information forms filled in
new members but no photographs to accompany the bios, and it’s nice to put names
(and odd hobbies) to faces. Oh, and please remember to put your full name and Club
number on the reverse of the picture. Many thanks!

The Club is again planning one of its inimitable trips up to Surin for the spectacular
elephant round-up this year, so if you’re interested then check out the page in this issue
and photocopy and fax back the form to the Club. I'd advise you to book well in ad-
vance for this as spaces {ill pretty quickly; certainly if you’ve never been before it’s a
fascinating weekend.

Coinciding nicely with the birthday this month of a certain member of staff I recently
received an email article on what all women should know and have by the time they hit
the big Three-Oh. See if you fulfil all of the criteria (the list can be adapted fairly easily
to apply to men, except perhaps the bit about the black lace bra). Having turned 30 a
couple of years ago myself, I'm cheered to know that I can tick off most but definitely
not all of them; however, I'm working on it! Of course, it diplomatically omits to men-
tion what you shouldn’t know and have by that age...

.

Gaynor de Wit
Editor
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et further
away from it all.

@n the southern most lip of
Phuket island overlooking beawtifunl
Nai Harn Beach you can swap
the noise of the city for the noise

of the sea. We’ Il massage away

Yyour worries on your private
terrace and make sure you forget
your cares for every moment of your
stay. And maybe even a litile after!
For further information on our
breakaway package or reservations,
contact our Bangkok Sales and
Reservations Office
now on 653-2201-7 or
Jax 653-2208-9 or
L-mail :
info@phuket-yachtclub.com
[Pt X

“Breakaway Package”
from Baht 6,958 nett/person
includes 3 days/2 nights twin share,
Valid from Today - Oct 31, 1998

* Pachage available to Thai Residents only *

RIDIEN

PHUKET YACHT CLUR

Le Royal Meridien Phuket Yacht Club
Nai Harn Beach, Phuket 83130, Thailand
Tel : 076-381-156-63 Fax: 076-381-164

BALI * BANGKOK = BORA BORA (JUUNE "98) * ILE DES
PINS (SEPT '48) * JAKARTA » KO SAMUL = MEDAN "94
MELBOURNE * NOUMEA « PHUKET (2) * PORT VILA
SAIPAN, "00  SINGAPORE (2) » TALITI (JUNE "98)
THE GOLDEN TRIANCLE » TOKYO (2)

A member of

“The*JeadingHotels of theWorld’




€Erom the Manager

he public holiday months of April and May are now behind us but many people

are now looking forward to the summer break and the school holidays for the
children. In the meantime, please come along and enjoy the facilities at the Club. I can
confidently claim that there have never been so many activities taking place at the Club.
A veritable smorgasbord in fact, ranging from a Full Moon party to a swimming gala
and almost everything else you can think of in between. Please refer to the Management
News, the notice boards, banners and flyers [or full details of these events and where to
book.
In May we had the Greek Food Promotion, another successful event held over two
nights, and the FA Cup Final live on the big screen, when Arsenal took home the honours.
Tt surprised me to learn that some of our newer members were unaware of the Club’s
massage service. Genuine therapeutic massages are available at the massage centre
adjacent to squash court three. Our long-serving masseur, Khun Champen, has been
joined by his wife Khun Saiphon, Khun Champen is blind and Khun Saiphon partially

" sighted; they have both attended vocational training to learn the techniques of massage.

Their photo appears in the Management News. The cost for a one-hour massage is very
reasonable at only 150 baht. Please seek them out and let them help you relax.

The Club’s catering function service is as popular as ever although we’ve noticed that
parties arc smaller this year, probably duc to hard economic times. However, the Club’s
service is hard to beat—the quality good and the price very competitive. The next time
you need catering, [rom a home dinner to a barbecue for 300, give us a call; we’ll take
very good care of you!

Once again we are intending to travel to the Surin elephant round-up show in November.
The Club’s catering service will also travel to Surin to provide members with hearty
meals, and members get the chance to see the spectacular elephant show—over 200
elephants in one place at the same time! Full details and booking forms appear later in
this issue,

I could not let a month go by without mentioning the membership campaign. The big
news this month is that applicants for Associate Membership who are under 30 may
now apply for the under 30 discount rate. We have alrcady had a number of people take
advantage of this so if you know of anyone who qualifies for Associate Membership

. and is under 30 bring them along to the Club.

Staying with membership I would like to again remind members of the rule concerning
guests. People who are normally resident in Thailand and not Club members may only
be brought to the Club 3 times per year as guests. We are tightening up on the rule as it
appears a number of people are flaunting it and bringing guests into the Club more than
the three permitted times. This is in turn encouraging people not to join the Club, to the
financial detriment of those who are members.

Last but not least, I would like to apologise for an omission in this year’s Club Yearbook.
The entry for Edith Stewart did not include the fact that she has been awarded the MBE.
Club records have now been updated, and any inconvenience caused by this omission is

sincerely regretted.

Tom Bain
General Manager

‘Thomas Bain - General Manager
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drew and Patriya enjoy swimming and diving but while Andrew isn’t too bad at golf

Patriya has only recently started the game.

Andrew and Patriya Skelhorne
During his ten years here so far (and only |l
\ just joined? Good grief), Andrew met and AN
%! married Patriya and they now have two
young children: Robyn, 2, and Micah, 7
months. Andrew is the GM of Intercontinen-
tal Jewellery Sourcing & Services, and lists

gem collecting as his main hobby; both An-

Neil Mollison
Y. e

41 Another Scot,

Neil is here for

~3| six and a half years

. as a consultant

- for Royal Distill-
ers. Single and

29, Neil plays golf

Bl in his spare time

but lists no hobbies.

Make the most of your

British Expatriate Status

Many expatriates believe, mistakenly, that UK tax concerns
only UK residents — a misconception which can prove
expensive. [t is essential to receive expert professional
advice if you are to be free of the UK tax net and capitalise
on being an expatriate.

Examples of costly mistakes include:
€ Failing to claim the tax refund due for the year
of departure,
€ Talling foul of the complicated residence rules which
determine UK tax status.
€ Wasting the potential benefit of independent
taxation of husband and wife.
¢ Misunderstanding the new
Self-Assessment system.
€ Failing to plan for a return to
the UK.

Head Office:

Crescent House, Crescent Road
Worthing, Sussex, BN11 1RN, England
Tel: Worthing (01903) 231545

Fax: (01903) 200868. Offices in Exeter

The Fry Group
100 years of service

Established in 1898, we provide a comprehensive tax
advisory and compliance service which has helped more
than 200,000 British Expatriates to reduce
their tax liabilities.

Our booklet “The British Expatriate”
provides a guide to the most important
ways to make the most of your expatriate
status. For your free copy simply
complete and return the coupon below.

Brel ﬁ:-"‘

The Fry Group
Established 1898

To:Wilfred T. Fry Limited, Crescent House,
Crescent Road, Worthing, Sussex, BN11 1RN, England.

Please send me more details of your personal tax advisory
service, together with my free copy of "“The British Expatriate”.

Name

Address

Date of intended return to UK
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m We Don’t ALWAYS Come Last

his month is strange in that | not only have THREE events reports but of the
two matches we didn’t get totally thrashed in either... this is a situation to

which | am vastly unaccustomed so please stop it.

Big smiles from the Commissioner (Gordon) and the Navy Captain

I myself am particularly embarrassed about
the Navy outing, as playing for the Club [ lost
my match and playing for the maritime
opposition I won both; the last match played
under the boiling midday sun (at least 40°C)
with legs that wouldn’t run any more, yot
still it dragged on to 7-5. Not funsky. I now

understand why they had so few women...
Lotsaluv, Me

Match vs Royal Thai Navy =
Sunday 29th March

Tennis matches with the Royal Thai Navy
tend to be legendary affairs (legendary
losses — G) and this one in early April
was no exception in that it produced what
amounted to a hung result.

By BC’s normal standards we mounted a
rather more formidable team against the
RTN than usual, sporting such talent as
Tony Perkovic with full family back-up
services provided by wife Melissa and
baby Lara. Melissa also took on the thankless

task of organising the games whilst yours

truly together with Dick was repelling a
very determined assault by Navy’s best,
managing o run out winners at 6-4,

To bolster our side’s “en famille” [lavour,
a fair chunk of the Adams family turned
out, with the exception of Terry, whose
absence was more than made up for by
Nisa’s beau Ek, who won all his matches.
We also “borrowed” Tom who had a bit of
a day off splitting his 4 matches down the
middle. Pat also had a day off due o very
‘heavy’ activities the night before, resulting
ina ‘no win’ situation for him and his hapless
partners, one of whom was Tony!

Most other matches were very close affairs
indeed were very close affairs indeed with
only 6 not going to at least 6-4 out of a
total of 24 played; the closest result of all
being between Tom and I against their
Captain Khun Jirapong with Khun Manil
which lasted for nearly an hour and countless
tie-break games on that hot, hot morning
before they finally won.

To bolster the RTN’s paucity of lady players

we lent them a couple of our stars in the

form of Jaree, Jo and Gaynor, two of whom
[ailed to do the right thing! Of course, your
Captain made a note of that, didn’t he, as
this entirely reprehensible behaviour re-
sulted in the final split result of 11 all...
Another reason for these occasions being
legendary has nothing to do with the tennis
but everything to do with the entertainment
afterwards. In this respect also, RTN were
well up to scratch this year, providing us
all with endless supplies of food and booze
and of course many a rollicking ‘naval’
tale. Note the small ‘n’!

We invited RTN over for a Monday night
joint practice session with our men and in
the event this went off very well with
honours once more evenly split between us.
Next year we're hoping to play the return
leg on the foredeck of the new aireraft carrier
at Sathahip, as no one can think of any-
thing better to do with it at the moment.
However, by then there may be some
planes flying ofl it from time to time, which

should make for very interesting tennis.

inter-Club Mixed Doubles
Tournament S
Weekend 25/26th April

As is somehow usual with these events;,
this particular weekend turned out to be
inordinately hot and sticky with temperatures
soaring into the upper 30s. The venue, Thana
City, some 15km or so down the Bangna-Trad
highway is not exactly famous for being a
shady retreat, with barely a tree in sight. Per-
haps not surprisingly under the circumstances
there was no sign of old Nick, Bollettieri
that is, who just happens to have his ten-
nis school located there. He was probably
off cooling his heels somewhere in the hills

of Kilimanjaro and who can blame him.
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1998
BANGKOKGMPXED

What was left of the intrepid BC team by Sunday evening

ES

Fortunately the organisers had the foresight
to arrange for the strategic placing of cano-
pies for most of the leading teams on the
Saturday with some rather belated relief
for the other teams; of course your team
falling into the second category was well
and truly frazzled long before the arrival
of their own canopy on the Sunday.
Nevertheless, unlike last year when we
could barely muster a team, we did manage
to put in a creditable performance this time
round, registering 8th place out of 10 playing
teams and just managing by the skin of our
teeth to have enough players on hand to
complete all our allotted matches. How-
cver, we were helped somewhat by the fact
that our last match of the day on Saturday
against Krung Thai Bank was finally can-
celled after we had been standing around
for an hour or so in anticipation of playing.
Apparently the organisers had just discov-
ered that the light stands around the courts
were just for ornament and were never
intended to work!

Thus it was that one of our most promising
players in the form ol Tony Perkovic
together with resilient Zandra were seen

off into the night due to the fact that their

opponents were able to see in the dark;
there’s a moral here about eating carrots.
Under the circes. our pair did well to hang
in there, finally losing outin a closely fought
set at 6-8. They then had to be led off the
court by their night visioned opponents.
It has to be said that, as in previous years,
victories were thin on the ground with the
only outright team win coming from our
defeat of the visiting French Team, where
we achieved a 4-1 win. Other notable wins
were recorded by Voerathep and Zandra
against the Japanese Club and Zandra again
coming out a winner together with Surin
against Krung Thai Bank. Marc also scored
a good win against Thai International
partnering Anita.

Otherwise, though we had many close
matches we just didn’t seem able to close
out the games in our favour. To us long-time
members, it’s an all-too-familiar story but
there were one or two promising signs, if
only in the much greater support that was
forthcoming from the players and which
made the whole event so much more
worthwhile for those of us who try to
organise the various teams.

After all matches had been played, those

players who were still around retreated to
the poolside restaurant to partake of a
generous buffet and to collect prizes for
their efforts. General Saiyuth, President of
the Veterans Tennis Association of Thailand,
sponsored the trophies and presented them
to the winning teams. Yes, even we got a
pot and some give-away gifts and of course
many photos were taken.

Khun Surin and Khun Chalathip, who
sponsored this event, are once again to be
congratulated for running a most enjoyable
tournament.

For those interested in the overall results,
Silom Club turned out to be the eventual
winners with Polo Club as runners up.
Following were: Kasetsart, Thai Inter,
RSBC, Japanese, Krung Thai Bank, BC,
Royal Thai Airforce and the French Com-

munity team as tail-end Charlies.

Commissioner Gordon

Junior Tournament m——
Sunday 10th May
Glad we managed to get something on the

last Tennis report—but sorry that the vague

date given for the May Juniors event was

Nobody's a loser at the Inter-Clubs

BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK
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not the actual one. The May tournament
was held on Sunday 10th May and, given
that it was a holiday weekend and that we
had not advertised the date (sorry!), we
were really pleased with the turn-out of 14
players. Thank you to all those who braved
the searing heat to compete.

The older age group was not so well rep-
resented, but well done to Sarah Henton
for giving up a birthday lie-in to come and
play, and to Paul Bentley for joining in too.
Both ptayers gave the others something to
aim for; in fact, James Lanham was so
determined that he beat Paul 6-3, which
helped James become the overall victor for
the day.

Joint winner was Thomas Phillips, who
also won all his games in determined fashion.
There were a good number of players at the
same standard so competition was strong.
Ways of boosting numbers and maintaining
interest are being discussed at the moment.
Any ideas gratefully received. To round off
the school year, our next tournament will
be the GENERATION GAME—i.e. jun-
iors playing with adult partners in a doubles
c¢ompetition. All juniors are welcome, and
anyone who does not have an adultin their
family with whom they can harmoniously
play doubles is welcome to ask us to find
them a partner from among our “loose”
tennis playing adults!

This will be on Sunday 5th July (subject
to confirmation) and we look forward to
having a good turn-out. Anyone interested
in participating, as Junior or “loose adult”,
please ring me on 398 2717 or Kate on
254 1582,

Shelagh Weekes

A much-needed breeze occasionally wafted in from
the river on the other side of the courts

Some of the Saturday early morning troupe at Thana
City for the Inter-Club Mixed Doubles Tournament

Your Chairman sending a ball into orbit

The trophies — we were playing for the bottle of
orange squash at the front...

Gisi reporting up-lo-the-minute Saturday results to the
wire news services - not
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