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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chairman - Jack Dunford MBE
chairman@britishclubbangkok.org

Vice Chairman - Ali Adam
vicechair@britishclubbangkok.org

Honorary Secretary - Paul Cheesman
honorary.secretary@britishclubbangkok.org

Honorary Treasurer - James Crossley-Smith

General Committee Members
Nick Annets, Geoff Banks, 
Robert Brand, Brian Brook, 
Nathan Thomas, Chris Watt
gc@britishclubbangkok.org

SENIOR MANAGERS
General Manager
Premrudee Tanyaluck
gm@britishclubbangkok.org

Deputy General Manager
Tee Bale
tee@britishclubbangkok.org

Duty Manager
Nawat Nuchjaroen
nawat@britishclubbangkok.org

Marketing & Communications Manager
Michael Herrera
michael@britishclubbangkok.org

Services & Functions Manager
Somboon Chaiyaprom
somboon@britishclubbangkok.org

Membership Sales Manager
Thanyaphon Worapan
thanyaphon@britishclubbangkok.org

Executive Chef
Kornnisara Nongku
wilailuck@britishclubbangkok.org

Sports Manager
Amnat Saklebpradu
amnat@britishclubbangkok.org 

THE BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK
189 Surawongse Road, Bangkok 10500
Entrance via Silom Soi 18
Tel: +66 (0) 2234 0247
Fax: +66 (0) 2235 1560
info@britishclubbangkok.org
www.britishclubbangkok.org

FRONT COVER
Another year has passed, and HM Queen 
Elizabeth continues to shine.  The official 
birthday is a time to rejoice and celebrate our 
good fortune at having such a remarkable 
monarch, and to extend our good wishes for 
health, happiness and many more years to 
come!  Many Happy Returns!
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OUTPOST is the monthly magazine of THE BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK, the social sports and cultural centre for the English-speaking community in Bangkok.

A full version of the magazine is also available online at www.britishclubbangkok.org

Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of the Club. All events, dates and times are correct at time of press. Outpost welcomes contributions from 
Members, email outpost@britishclubbangkok.org - No part of this publication may be reproduced without the written permission of the Publisher.

‘The British Club Bangkok is a registered Association in accordance with the Thai Civil & Commercial Code’

Follow us at: www.facebook.com/britishclubmembers/ www.twitter.com/BCBangkok

EDITOR’S GREETING

As Outpost prepares for its new look 
and direction, the content has shuffled 
a bit so this issue has a slightly different 
format.

A new series “Changing Places” looks 
back at Laos decades ago, and over the 
next couple of months will compare 
‘then and now’ views.  There is a new 
page ‘BC Buzz’ from the Club’s new 
marketing guru, and a page I liked and 
first featured 8 years ago ‘The Month 
That Was’ but with revised content.  
Thanks for everything Dickie!
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3D art, really!
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Jack Dunford

Chairman

Welcome Back
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Phantom of the ....

Winning Team

RIP Mike Smith
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Premrudee Tanyaluck

General Manager
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Tee Bale

Deputy General Manager

   

The Verandah 11am - 2pm, 5pm - 10pm (Mon-Thurs)
   11am - 10pm (Fri-Sun and Public Holidays)

1910 Balcony 3pm - midnight (Afternoon Tea 3pm - 5pm)

Accounts Office 9am - 6pm (Mon-Fri), Closed (Sat-Sun)

1910 Sports Bar 5pm - midnight Fitness Centre 6am - 10pm (Mon-Fri)

Churchill Bar 10am - 12midnight  Fitness Centre  6am - 9pm (Sat-Sun)

Poolside Bar 6:15am - 11pm Thai Massage 10am - 5pm (Tues-Sun)
   Last food orders 9:30pm
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Michael Herrera

Marketing Manager
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Michael Edward John Smith was born on 8th 
April 1938 in Lambeth, South London and was 
educated at Alleyn’s School, being placed in 
Brading’s House.  The School would feature 
very heavily in both his early and later life.

Mike moved to Hong Kong in 1965 where he 
later took over as IBM’s Marketing Manager in 
the 1970s.  He served on the board of the For-
eign Correspondents’ Club of Hong Kong, and 
as a keen chess player he served as President 
of the Hong Kong Chess Federation where he 
met Bobby Fischer.  In 1974 he represented 
Hong Kong at the World Chess Olympiad.  Mike 
was also a keen squash player. 

Upon retirement in 1998 Mike relocated to 
Bangkok, and joined both the British Club and 
the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand. 
His love of chess continued and he played a 
match with British Chess Grandmaster Ni-
gel Short in 2004, when he entered a British 
Club - Bangkok Chess Club exhibition tourna-
ment. Needless to say Nigel won but Mike de-
scribed it as an amazing experience. He con-
tinued playing squash for a few years but was 
most frequently seen at the Club enjoying a 
hearty lunch and/or dinner in the Churchill Bar.

MICHAEL SMITH
(1938-2018)

As well as being a col-
lector of antiques and 
peculiarities, including 
cigarette cards, Mike 
had a huge collection 
of black & white mov-
ies which he shared 
with British Club Mem-
bers on a weekly basis 
for many years. In his 
retirement he was also 
honorary secretary of 
the Bangkok Old Al-
leynians group for over 
17 years.
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A major milestone was reached on the Silom Wing when the roof slab was 
poured just after Songkran to complete the main concrete structure.
 
The pictures were taken on 17th May  showing rapid progress with block-
work on both floors of the new buildings. Plastering of the walls has com-
menced and footings for both the kiddies swimming pool and the guard-
house are well under way.

This structure will be softened with landscaping and architectural features.

Ali Adam

Chair Silom Wing SC

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
The Silom Wing

Brickwork for the Chidren's toilets

Footings for the New Entrance

Kiddies Pool footings

Squash Court
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The Club’s 115th Birthday was held on Sunday April 8th and was 
a fun but slightly more subdued affair this year due to the annual 
Songkran exodus from the city. The Club’s management had deter-
mined that many of our valued members would be leaving town or 
preparing to head to their holiday homes outside the metropolis 
so, a light turnout had been anticipated. 
 The event kicked off on a bright, sunny and very warm Sunday 
with a playful and relaxed atmosphere.
The kiddies were already well into their water sports, trampo-
line, Bouncy Castle and various activities whilst the parents were 
watching from the comfort of shaded tables under the awnings 
enjoying drinks and food prepared by Chef Laak.  
 After a welcome speech by the Club’s Vice Chairman Ali Adams, 
there was ceremonial cutting of delicious birthday cake which was 
baked in the club’s own kitchen with a memorable speech by hon-
orary club member Patrick Dickson.  
 K. Bee led the destruction of two separate piñatas which held up 
well against the constant barrage by the excited little ones before 
finally bursting with candy to everyone’s delight.
 After 115 years, the British Club is still an inviting destination 
for good fun and seems to be getting ready for yet more wonderful 
times ahead thanks to the support of all the Members.

115 YEARS LATER! 
The Club’s birthday party
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Paella
Dinner only!
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Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Squash Mix-In
5:15 - 9:45pm

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Musical Singalong
6.30pm onwards

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Queen's Birthday
3 - 9pm, Front Lawn

Canada Day
3 - 10pm

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Junior Tennis
4 - 6pm

Wine Tasting
6 - 9pm
Surawongse Room

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3pm  Verandah

Open Pairs Bridge
2pm  Silom Room

Swimming Lessons
9 - 10:30am
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THE MONTH THAT WAS!
By Dickie Whitworth

June 201818

Outpost Leisure
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We had a wonderful turnout for our monthly 
wine-tasting in April which was held in the 
Suriwong Room. 

The evening was very well-attended de-
spite the torrential downpour that decided 
to make an appearance just as the sun was 
going down.

This month we had no less than 5 wine 
suppliers featuring their various selections 
of wines from many different regions and 
vineyards, along with a wonderful spread 
of finger foods and appetisers, which paired 
perfectly with the different styles of wine, 
and as usual, very few morsels were left at 
the end of the evening.

As per usual, the distributors on hand offered 
many special discounts, promotions and ex-
clusive deals for our Members and the result 
was that almost every single bottle of wine 
ventured home with the happy attendees of 
the evening.

The wine-tasting was strongly supported 
by around 100 Members who had braved 
the rainy conditions to enjoy the wine sam-
pling and delicious canapé buffet that was 
prepared.  We’re anxiously looking forward 
to seeing you and your guests at the next 
wine-tasting event where we will have all 
the amazing wine suppliers you’ve come to 
expect at the British Club.

WHAT’S IN A GLASS?



June 201820

Outpost Reportings

Vientiane is still no 
busier than a small 
Thai provincial town 
but had changed a lot 
since 1990. So much 
so that the only places 
we could really match 
up were the historical 
sites. We were unable 
to identify most the 
ordinary street scenes. I will post my Then and Now pictures in the next two editions of Outpost but this month 
here are just a few gentle scenes from 1990.

In 1990 I spent a day in Vientiane crossing the mighty Mekhong River by boat from Nong Khai. Laos was slowly 
opening up after the communist take-over in 1975 but not a lot had changed. It was a charming, sleepy place with 
very little traffic and very few tourists. I took just one roll of slides and in January  spent a couple of days with 
Members David & Rachel Dance to see how much things had changed and to try to match up my pictures. 

CHANGING PLACES
Part 1

Jack Dunford

Chairman

Welcome to LaosBanana delivery
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Rush hour

Looking back to Thailand

Colonial relics Bus travel

Our hotel ... long gone
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Ben Eastwell

British Club   Asian Stars

81-10        18.1 overs

84-0         11 overs

Shri – 25, Rahul - 24

Southerners   British Club

177-7        25 overs

154-9        25 overs

Ben 3 – 28, 5 overs  Ed – 35, Dale - 34

A little moistSundowners in Pattaya

I think we made it worse
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Siam Parrots     British Club

48-10 15 overs    49-1 8.5 overs

Denzyl 4 – 17, Ben 3 – 8, Dilip 3-12  Paul – 24*, Glenn – 13*

BC V Kerala Strikers (ESL) 6th May @ Thai Polo Pattaya

 Kerala Strikers    British Club

 83-10     23.5 overs    84-2     14.3 overs

 Dilip 3 – 17, Ben 3 - 22    Paul – 37*, Rahul – 20*

8 Wicket win V Kerala Hmm

Pre match tug of war

Who washes their own kits

That'll do it

Denzyl player of 
match V Siam

9 wicket win V Siam
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Bruce Madge
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TENNIS
Anyone for tennis?

Following another excellent Club Championship normal tennis activities have 
now resumed.

Tennis League 2018.......

The singles tennis league is now back in action run this year by Alex Coclanis. 
Format remains the same as last year with 4 – 5 divisions of 4-6 players com-
peteing in a round-robin format.

A new feature of this year’s British Club Tennis League is the “Race to Bangkok”. 
(Automatic entrance by joining the tennis league and no extra cost!).

The top 2 ranked players from each division based on ranking points accumulated during the year will play off 
in the Grand “Race to Bangkok” Finals to be played in December 2018.

Prizes for play-off winners will be announced following a review of BCTS finances at the end of the year!

Visitors from China.....

At the beginning of April 
players form the Macau 
Civil Servants Tennis Asso-
ciation visited the club for 
a friendly match, Anjelica 
Manalo doing a terrific job 
in organising the event. 
The Macao team came 
in force (18 players!) and 
put us under considerable 
pressure result-wise. For-
tunately the cream of BCTS 
talent (Laurent, Anjie, Nat, 
Ann, Pattana, Graham not 

Nick Lyon
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to mention Chris ) produced a dramatic improvement in 
the match position in the later stages but only after our 
Chairman decided not to keep match won/lost scores 
to spare our blushes. At the end of the match  Graham 
stated that tennis was the winner and we all got stuck 
into the bottle of Maotai kindly provided by the visitors. 
Great evening.

Tournament Success......

Harol Mollin and Robert McGuigan both distinguished 
themselves at the ITF Tennis the Seara Senior Tennis 
series 2018 – 1 held at the Greta Sport Club, Chonburi 
31st March – 4 th April.

Harold and Robert won the over 60’s doubles and Har-
old won the over 50’s doubles event with Leo Pijnacker.

Harold, of course, will be very proud because.... Home-grown success.......

No surprises that Mikola Kukharuk has been named as 
the British Club’s Most Improved Player of 2018. As I 
know to my cost Mikola’s backhand and imposing play 
at the net can do some damage. Well done Mikola.

Forthcoming events........

Look out for reports of the BCTS trip to KL with those 
people from the cricket and squash sections. Should be 
interesting.

An American (round-robin) tournament is planned for 
Wimbledon Mens Finals day Sunday 15th July. More de-
tails to follow.

Home

Harold and Robert victorious
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Dinner at GranMonte

Warm Enough Karen The winner and the runner up

Happy Birthday Pete
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Chris Brader Flight B Medal

Chris FarrarDawa Flight A Medal

Thorsten winning Hua Hin

Rained off in Hua Hin
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