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HONG KONG TRANSPACK CO.,LTD.

Thailand’s Leading International Home Furnishings and
Personal Effects Packers and Shippers

Members of:

m Household Goods
Forwarders Association
of America

m Natienal Moving &
Storage Association

m FIATA

B Latin American &
Caribbean Movers
Association

B International Federation
of Furniture Removers
(F.L.D.L)

@ Far East Movers
Association

International Office:

Hong Kong Transpack Co., Ltd.
59/44 Soi 26, Sukhumvit Road,
Bangkok, Thailand.

Telex: TH 84272 HKPACK

Cable: HONKONGPAK BANGKOK

Agents for:

International

THE HIGHEST
QUALITY SERVICE AT THE
MOST ECONOMICAL PRICE.

For over 28 years Hong Kong Transpack has been
providing that special service to thousands of
families just like yours. And whether your goods
are moved by sea or air, to a major world capital
or one of those out-of-the-way places, trust the
Leader to take more care.

Call us — your personal agents — and experience
the difference:

Kenneth E. Cook
Kouhn Voraraj
Jenny Sim

Tel: 259-0085-90/ 258-6676 / 258-5281

Chiang Mai Regional Office:

Hong Kong Transpack Co., Ltd.
164/66-57 Changklarn Road,
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Tel: (063} 251-396, 251-454
Telex: TH 84272 HKPACK
Cable: HONKONGPAK BANGKOK
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'[ PROCESSED CHEDDAR CHEESE

Cheddar Cheese and Cheese Slices
Fine Australian cheese for delicious
sandwiches, cheeseburgers and
many tasty dishes.

I Mild Cheddar Cheese

| The perfect choice for a snack at anytime
| or a memorable wine and cheese party.

Enjoy its rich, creamy flavour with every
meal.

Also available in 5 kg. economy packs
for bakeries and restaurants.

Sale Distributor:

KiM CHUA TRADING LTD.,PART.

3059, 3059/1-3 Sukhumvit Rd. Bangkek 10260.
Tel. 311-2129, 311-4821, 311-4912

From 3
THE EDITOR VA \

THIS will be our last full issue until October as the
Editorial staff will be on leave. However, the
Committee has valiantly offsred to put together skeleton
issues for August and Sesptembar. Thanks lads.

Apologies for the poor quality printing in the June issue -
most of the photographs were raduced to black blobs! Our
printing press is obviously on its last legs and the situation
is being studied. Hopefully alternatives will be available

by the time we return in the Autumn.

Congratulations to last month's Jingjok for such a hilarious
"tongue-in-cheek' prod at our new committes. We look forward
to morg juicy comments and, with all the changes being made by
our very gnergetic Comnittee, he should have plenty of scope.

Happy home lsave to all our readers and see you in October.




FRI
SAT
SUN

TUE

FRI

SAT
SUN

10
1

12
13
14

Yoga
Ladies Squash
Bridge

Tennis & Squash Club Night
Ladies Tennis

Yoga

Dinher Video

Dinner Buffet

Ladies Tennis
New Members' Night/Happy Hour
Red Arrows Demonstration

Yoga

Ladies Squash

Bridge

National Museum Volunteers
Monthly Lecture. 'Films on
Korea" _

Tennis & Squash Club Night
Ladies Tennis

50's Night in the Churchill Bar
Yoga

Exhibition of Drawings by

3 Thai Artists 11-31 July

at British Council Gallery

Dinner Video

Dinner Buffst

Bastille Day Restaurant
Speciality Night

Ladies Tennis
Happy Hour

8.30 - 10.00am
9.30am

7.30pm
from 6.00pm
8.30 - 10:30am
8.30 - 10.00am
6pm & 8pm

3.00 - 5.00pm
5.30 - 9.30pm
2.30 - 3.00pm
8.30 - 10.00am
9.30am

7.30pm

from 6.00pm‘
8.30 - 10.30am
8.00/1ate

8.30 - 10.00am
Tues .- Fri.

10.00 - 7.00pm

" Sat. 10am - Spm

6pm & 8pm

7 .30pm

3.00 - 5.00pm
5.30 - 9.30pm

WED

THU

TUE

WED

ERI
SAT

TUE

WED

15

16
17

18
19
20
21

22

23
24
25
26

27

28

29

30
31

Yoga

Ladies Squash

Bridge

Tennis & Squash Club Night

Ladies Tennis

BWG Luncheon at Montien Hotel
Demonstration of How to make

Cannzloni

Telephone Deanne Boucher 287-1209

Yoga

Dinner Video

Dinner Buffet

Ladies Tennis

Gen. Committee Meeting
Happy Hour

Yoga

Ladies Squash
Bridge

Tennis & Squash Club Nighﬁi

Ladies Tennis
Yoga

Dinner Video
Ship's Visit

Dinner Buffet

Multi-spit at the Snakepit
Ladies Tennis

Happy Hour

Yoga

Ladies Squash

Bridge

Tennis & Squash Club Night

Ladies Tennis

8.30 - 10.00am
9.302am

7.30pm

from 6.00pm
8.30 ~ 10.30am
11.30am

8.30 - 10.00am
6pm & Spm

3.00 - 5.00pm

5.30 - 9.30pm

8.30 - 10.00am
9.30 am

7 .30pm

from 6.00pm
8.30 - 10.30pm
8.30 - 10.00am

6pm & 8pm

Midday - till
you drop!

3.00 - 5.00pm
5.30 - 9.30pm

8.30 - 10.00pm
9.30am

7.30pm
from 6.00pm
8.30 - 10.30am




We now fly direct
in five new directions.

'"May, it please Your Majesty, the Spanish Armada now lies at
the bottom of the Channel." )
Sin Francis Dnake, 1588

Munich g "Napoleon is crushed, and England is safe."
: > - Lord Wellingion, 1815

"We shall fight them on the beaches...."
Manchester * Sin Winston Churchill, 1940
"Please come in, you're very welcome."
The British CLub Committee,1986

The Wild Bunch have ignored the lessons taught to us by those
illustrious heroes who in times past have valiantly defended
our shores. They have rejected the groundswell of Members'
opinions opposing their zeal for change. And thay have failad
to heed my warnings about the damage they will do to the
fabric of this Vensrable Club.

Kuala Lumpur

They seem determined in their resolve to bring new members
into the Club, at any cost.

They are now attempting to mollify the uniformly adverse
reaction to their hare-brained schemes by stating that their
radical changes are in fact merely procedural. They say that
they have retained the right to veto unsuitable applications
for membership and that this will safeguard the intrinsic
Britishness of the Club. This is clearly absurd. Already by
their naive antics, they have shown they lack the right spirit
to lead this Club. Had we relied on them to protect us from
the Armada, Napoleon and Hitler there is no doubt that today
we would be eating paglla, snails and sauerkraut.

They are also attempting to justify their rash behaviour by
claiming the Club needs extra revenue and can comfortably
: e accommodate more Members. The logic is again flawed, and the
_ You can now fly direct to all these five new destinations on our weaselling excuses are pathetic. The cash flow is currently
twice weekly service. Bl g problematical because of impudent decisions last year to
Add that to our popular direct flights to London and Bahrain and BRITISH AIRWAYS develop unnecessary and costly facilities and to renovate when
you've got the kind of service that makes us the world’s favourite airline. ™ The worlds Frvoris aiie 7 ¢ |
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renovations were not ngeded. This shortfall can easily be
made up by current Members increasing their usage of the Club.
Be ugétlnt;ng in the Bar and keep outsiders where they belong:
outside.

As for there being ample room, a visit to the Bar on recent
Monday evenings gives this the lie. There is a lemming-like
charge, led by the Wild Bunch, to partake of the cheap liquor-
reduced in price by none other than the Wild Bunch themsalves.
Senior Members who escape being trampled have been elbowsad

out of their customary places by junior Members, Americans and
WOmen.

My forebodings were justified.

There are however some glimmers of hope. First, I am heartenead
to note that the '"New Blood" injected by the Wild Bunch's
barrel-scraping is barely a thimbleful. As predicted, the
Membership has repudiated its misguided leadership. Secondly,
the Members clearly realise how they should disport themselves
regarding Dress in the Club House. I have observed shorts
being worn on a very few people - and only those from whom
nothing better could be expected. '

But I am most pleased by the risihg tide of discontent against

the Committee's arbitrary pronouncements. I trust it will
not be long before the Wild Bunch are flushed out completely.

)k

Letters - s,
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May I take issue with your contributor Mr. Jingjok? He really
is a stuffed shirt, isn't he? Or perhaps 1 should say a
stuffed sporran, since there is presumably a Scotsman masquer-
ading under that ludicrous and transparent pseudonym.

Letters
LETTERS

Dear Sirs,

Sirs, I was a member of the British Club for four years and
have recently returned to, Bangkok and the Club after a decade's
absence. Comparad with the old days which Mr. Jingjok wishes
to restore the Club is definitely a much friendlier place. I
reckon I have got to know more people in one year more than I
did in four years before. On one-occasion in the early 70s

a friend of my wife's addressed an innocent remark to an
glderly female, who removed her lorgnette, replied "I don't
think we've been introduced" and returned to her book! Such
an encounter would not happen in 1986 and if its absence is

a result of the corporate dementia of the committee, then such
dementia is more than welcome. The committee is after all
hardly senile, consisting as it now does of men in (or at least
within recent memory of) their prime. If we need new members,
then let's get them!

However,I do feel that the carrot dangled before us donkeys is
a little inappropriate, and discriminates (unwittingly I trust)
against the squash fraternity. This fine body of guys (and
dolls) is, unlike other sporting groups within the Club, noted
for its sobriety and unlimited consumption of nam manow. No
squash player would dream ‘of allowing a bottle, or even a
barrel, of bubbly to induce him to join the hunt for new
members. No, sirs, nothing less than free squash court
stickers to the equivalent value will do. I trust this
injustice will soon be rectified.

Good luck to the committee in their efforts to get new blood.
Maybe we shall have black pudding on the club menu soon.

And may Mr. Jingjok get caught by one of the club cats. I
probably belong to his generation, but would like you to know
that not everyone of his age shares his views..

Confident that I, and not he, represent the majority of older
members, I remain.

Yours (not too) sincerely,
s  TOOKAY




“Ok, s you. I thought I heard the rusile of silk.”

io0

By action.of the General Committees on 19th May 1986 Byelaw 9
relating to Dress has been amended to read:

9. Dress

It is expected that Members and their guests will be
appropriately dressed whilst on the Club premises.

In the Club House footwear must be worm and bathing
costumes, trunks and soiled sportswear may not be worn
except by users of the Club House changing rooms.

This amendment has been made to accommodate many Members'
opinions that respectable shorts, especially ladies' fashion
shorts, are acceptable forms of dress in informal social
situations.. There have also been embarrassing incidents
when visiting Service personnel or sports teams have arrived
in shorts and contravened the old byelaw.

The Committee has resisted suggestions to define 'respectable
shorts" and will trust in the good sense of Members to
ensurg that this amendment does not result in a general
degeneration of dress standards. It is not the Committee's

intention to turn the Churchill Bar into a sports bar by this

action and this amended byelaw prohibits sports players from
entering the Bar in their soiled sportswear after exercise.

We trust that this amendment will remove existing anomalies
and expect all Members to observe the general requirement to
dress '‘appropriately" whilst on the Club premises. If necess-
ary the byelaw will be reviewed again at a later date.

D.C. Williamson
Manager
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OUR VISIT TO THE CIRCUS
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On May 24th at 3.00 pm a British Club Outing set out in two
big coachs to go to Chipperfields Circus. The tour arrived
there at 4.00 pm it was great and I was there. We bought
popcorn and drinks, then walked over to some steps leading
up and into a huge blue and red tent with lots of flags and
a complicated metal structure on top.

Inside the tent it was airconditioned but not the usual
freezing Thaistyle. There were wires avery where. At 4.30
a bouncy little man with a top hat on introduced the circus
and the first act started. A blue man with a whip and a
curly mustache made polar bears do hilarious tricks. Many
other funny things were done with the animals including a
tiger who stood on a sparkling ball and spun it round (I bet
it felt very dizzy afterwards.)

After this the circus-changed a bit, zll the acting was done
by people. Funny men juggled hoops and played soccer;
clowns played instruments and when they cried their tears
were TEN feet long. Acrobats swung from trapezes and leapt
through the air. My favourite part was when four actors
climbed up four poles and made the poles bend backwards and
forwards while performing funny tricks all the time.

I thought the outing was very successful and alot of fun!!!

By: George:Dunford

On the 24th of May I went to the circus with the British Club.
It was very good and exciting. I can't make up my mind which
show was best. The actors must have been brave because they
were doing somoursalts in the air by swinging of a swing and
being caught by another person on another swing and then swung
up and stood on a platform on top of the swing. And that was
our day at CHIPPERFIELDS CIRCUS it was all about 2 hours long.

By: Sally Dunford

ia
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On the 24th of May we all met at the British Club to go to
Chipperfields Circus. There were two coaches with air-
conditioners in them to take us to the Circus. We left for
the Circus at 3.30. When we-got there, we went into the tent,
and took our seats. First we had the bears thsn the non
striped tigers then the striped tigers and last of all the
lions. In between we had people dance and people climbing up
poles and doing acrobatics on top. I can't remember what
came next but they were all exciting. I can remember one
which was my favorite one it was called the "flying Camei act"
which was peorle swinging on trapsgzes.

After the Circus we went home.

i3
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A DAY AT THE CIROUS %

On Saturday my family and I went to the circus with some of
the British Club members.

At twelve o'clock we went to the British Club by car for
lunch.

After lunch we got in an air-conditioned bus and set off for
the circus!

At last we could see the circus, everyone was getting excited.
We had a drink, then went in and found our seats.

The circus began and everyone cheered. First were the Polar
Bears, they came in, stood on some stools and then went down
a slide one by one. At the end of their performance there
was one Polar Bear who didn't want to stop going down the
slide, but in the end after about 5 turns he finally went out.

Then there were tigers who jumped over each other, elephants
which sat crossed - legged and (believe it or not) a man put
his head inside a lion's mouth!

There was also a trapeze act (which looked very daring),a
tight-rope, where a man jumped over a lady on the tight-ropsz,
an act called a Helicopter spin where one lady held onto a
bar with her feet while the other held onto her hands by a
piece of rope, doing the splits she spun round very fast.

The clowns were very good and when one of them started crying
spurts of tears came out from just by his eyebrows.

Then came the jugglers who juggled lots of things on their
fest.

After the circus had ended we all loaded back into the coaches
and went back to the British Club.

By:  Sarah Freemen
x *
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& MAY DAY (MAY 22ND) #

[NﬁﬂAY 22nd and rain did not stop play, though at 5 pm
the M.C. did issue a storm warning to all children who looked
like they were about to take off before the finals. However,
the black clouds passed over and prize - giving was allowed
to continue - which was maybe not so good for Jim Howard who
on several occasions looked like he would be flattened by
the mob.

The afternoon started with a hat parade - and what a selection
of hats. Many children took the credit for making them "all
by themselves'" but the loud whispers from the audience
indicated "a little help" had been forthcoming! The judges
had great difficulty deciding the winners of the funniast, the
most original and the prettiest - in fact so much difficulty
they had to ask permission to have a runmer-up. in gach cat-
egory. The hats were works of art, complete with lettuce
leaves, bottle tops and a beer can, a maypole, paper flowers
with smiling faces, bunches of fruit and lashings of beautiful
flowers. Original ideas alsc included a flowerpot with a
paper flower (much like the pretty "weed" in Bill and Ben

for those whe remember!) a farmyard on a straw hat and
balloons galore. Well done all of you children (and parents?)!
A great gffort.

The results were as follows:
Funniest:

1. Christian Andreasen
2. Gordon Fowles

Original :

) 2 Katriné_RogBrs
2. Jeremy Baillie

Prettiest:

1. Sopkie Majer
2. Jemmz Jenkinson

Races followed and with the help of the encouragement and good
humour of Jim plus the organization of Rita Dunford and her
band cf helpers, 21l the kids had great fun once they got into
the swing of things. A dressing up relay, complete with a
nightie, a flipper and a straw hat found the boys getting in

a bit of muddle (!). But there was no discrimination in the
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sack race and even the Dads put on a great show. (I wonder
how they would have got on in the dressing-up relay?) The
egg and spoon race and under 5's bunny hop were next,followed
by a mummy wrapping competition in which one child had to
wrap his or her partner in toilg® paper to look like a mummy.
This was so popular, David Williamson had to be sent to raid
the BC stock cupboard for more loo paper. The winners of
that race were very hard to distinguish!

Once again, the egg throwing contests were the most popular
events of the day and you could gasily pick out the T-ball
players! As for the adults - well it obviously depended on
how much practice each couple had previously had in this art,
Jane Kefford, a last-minute entrant (you should have stayed
in Central another 10 minutes, Jane) collided with a Pepsi
brolly as she reeled around to catch a fast throw from Andrew.
No damage done to Jane or the egg. The B.C. 2ggs at one time
were under suspicion as compstitors were seen to catch them
on the sscond bounce, or chase them across the lawn. Katherine
Sill was a bit unlucky though as her rolling egg hit a chair
leg!

The donut eating competition was as usual a messy affair and
saw little children stuffing their mquths so:-full they could
hardly chew let alone swallow. Great team spirit here as

'"big kids" were seen to scream and jump up and down encour-
aging the under-5 favourites. Maia McAlister was so determined
her younger brother,  Maxwell was going to win that she had to’
be restrained from cramming his little mouth so full. I'm
still amazed no-one was sick - or were they?

Rurming races were requested by so many that they were added
to the programme and, in fact, replaced the tug-of-war as it
was getting so late. .

The Maypole Dance - or rather an attempt at it - was not a
roaring success despite Mike Harder's instructions. How about
starting a weekly practice session now for next year, Mike?

The children I think would have carried on all night if the
parents had not decided it was time to take advantage of the
new '"'shorts allowed in the bar" rule. .So cartoons were shown
for the kids in the Suriwongse Room after ice-cream had been
handed out to all those who were not already full of popcorn
and candy floss.

What a great day and, judging by the enthusiasm of all up to
the last minute, enjoyed by everyone who went. Thank you to
Pepsi who supplied the drinks, popecorn, candy floss and prizes,
to Rita Dunford for her great organization, to Jim Howard. M.C.
and to all those who made the day so much fun.
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# MAY DAY FESTIVAL - 22ND MAY 1986 i

Under 5’s Bunny Hop:
Ist 2nd 3rd

Gemma Murdoch Gemma Jack Katarina Davison

ler Katie Sill
Mark Frseman Damian McDonald
Nadia Hall ’ Gordon Fowles

George Dunford

Sak Race:
Ist 2nd 3rd
Scott Quinn Katie Sill Natalie Garvey
Nicholas Ferguson Kristen Shryer Michelle Howard
James Garvey Caroline Quinn Mark Freeman
Dads
Bruce Murdoch Lau Larsen Jack Dunford

Fgg & Spoon Race:

st Znd 3rd

Scott Quinn April Mitton Natasha Lovell
Michelle Howard Damian Mcdonald Sarah Rennie
Carolina Quinn Mark Freeman Robert Brittain
Katie Gidley Katarina Davison Amna Freeman

Mummy Wrapping:

1st 2nd 3rd

[Scott Quinn [Jacqueline Howard [Nigel Howard
Gordon Fowles Katie Sill Ali Fancy

{Maia McAlister [Michelle Howard [Damian McDonald
Mark McAlister Sarah Rennie C.J. Kefford
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Egg Throwing:

1st

Richard.Lovell
Simon Johnson

Adults:

N. Nicholson
M. Nicholson

Running Races:
10+

Natasha Lovell

9

Gordon Fowles
8

Jeffrey Harder
7

Richard Cramp
Under 7

Robert Remnie

2nd

Richard, Cramp
Jeffrey Harder

J. Howard
D. Whittaker

George Dunfordl
Richard Lovell

Christopher
Ferguson

Nina Fancy

Sandie Johnston

is

3rd

Katie Sill
Jacqueline Howard

[D. Williamson
J. Freeman

[M. Currie
L. Currie

Katie Sill
Nicholas Ferguson

Robert Brittain

James Garvey -

Jeremy Baillie

# IT'SA SPLASHOUT :
or
(BRITISH CLUB TENNIS TEAM WINS SWIMBLEDON)

"If you can tread water for five seconds, and swim a length,
enter, you'll be fine" was the call and enter they did.
Eight teams were gathered from different sporting sections
and miscellaneous groups of very keen kids.

The weather was marvellous, the pool blue and inviting and,
speaking purely as a spectator, the entertainment was great
(so were the Klosters).

The Gala was organised by the Swimming Section who must be
thanked for all the effort they put into the planning
organising and running of a super afternoon for us.

The afternoon started with an''Inner Tube'" relay race. Mr. Barry
Collins on the microphone called the team together and
explained the 'Joker' to them (a clever way to double the
points). Mrs. Majer was poised ready with her chalk to mark
down the scores. This fiendishly clever, energy sapping game
was won by the team whose male swimmers obviously had had
plenty of practice already, in carrying around spare tyres -
the game looked exhausting, and there were five'more races

to go!

Time for the next race, the "balloon passing" race. Gin Bay
Country Club started this race off in very good spirits, but
even they needed a tonic by the end of it.

The third event the '"Cracker-eating, Whistling Marathon'' was
decisively won by the Tennis section.

By this time the teams were wilting a little. ~ It looked
exhausting to us spectators too, so we poured oursglves
another Kloster.

Now onto the "Diving for Mongey'" race. The Caledonian team,
showed great tenacity in retrieving the small coins off the

19




. . bottom of the pool. In fact they didn't Want to get out
until they had checked and double-checked thsy hadn't missed
any.

' The scores were mounting up. The Tennis team was ahead - a
! narrow lead from Gin Bay Country Club. Their lead widened
though with their win in the Ball/Bucket game.

The final game was 'finally' announced - who will win the Milo
‘ cup (kindly donated by Nestle’)
Who will be the team to have their names engraved on the side
‘ for posterity?
The excitement was building, the teams ready for the final
| splash - would the winners be New Zealand, the children,

Rugby/Football, Squash or Swimming or the group enigmatically
known as 'The Mercenaries'

- . We watched avidly as the teams forced themselves into pyjamas
g ' ‘ and T-shirts, shoes and hats. The Tennis team was definitely

THE TENNIS TEAM alyaad:

It was the Tennis team. - "Tennis team have won the Milo Cup"
was the cry. Well done Jacky, Julia, John K., Bob, Mervyn,
Mary, Nigel, Fiona, Sara, Jane, and Jo.

Ah! but there was one more item to go we were told - a special
arranged and financed by Castrol, an underwater car diving
spectacular. It was won by the Gin, Bay Country Club.

| The afternoon was rounded off by a prize-giving ceremony held
just before the Barbeque in the garden, Tennis group winning
the cup with Gin Bay Country Club, and New Zgaland second and
5 third. ‘

. . All participants received T-shirts and hats and the cup
P S winners also received large tins of Milo!!

Many thanks to Nestle, the Swimming Section, especially Mike
Miles, David Baillie, Barry Collins and Erika Majer the
organisers.

It was a great afternoon enjoyed by all of us who watched it.
' Let's have another 'It's a splashout' soon.

GIN BAY COUNTRY CLUB
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THE RED ARROWS - MONDAY 7TH JULY 1986

e
i

The Red Arrows Aerobatic Team of the Royal Air Force will be
giving a flying display at R.T.A.F. Base Don Muang (opposite

International Airpert) on Monday 7th July from 14.30 - 15.00.

The display will be co-hosted by C. in C., R.T.A.F. and H.E.
the British Ambassador.

The display will be before an invited audience and is
primarily for the Thai Military. However, those interested
members of the British Club who would llke to receive an
invitation, please telephone:-

Mr. Peter Collins
Naval & Air Attache’ Office
British Embassy

jel: .53 0191 ext.312

N.B. The air display can be seen almost as well anywhere
within 5 kms. of Don Muang.

AFTER THE
CROSSWORD
WHAT IS THERE?

VIDEO!

Watch a film of your choice in the
comfort of your own home.

Short term rental available for video,
television, air-condition, refrigerator.

Tel. 258 5093
258 9301
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OH SAMET is a small island two to threes miles off
the east coast of Thailand. It lies approximately
10 miles east of Rayong and 5 miles west of Wang
Kaew. The Koh Samet coastline consists of a series
of picturesque bays offering a variety of simple
accommodation which ranges from B20 per night bamboo huts to
B400 per night two-bedroom bungalows. The beaches have fine
white sand and the clear turquoise seas are filled with coral
and vividly coloured fish; all that one might desire on a
tropical island! °

The journey down usually takes between four and five hours,
the deciding factor being the length of wait for the ferry.

For the first stage of thas trip, by car, head out of Bangkok
as if going to Pattaya. Go through Chonburi and Sriracha and
then, before Bang Lamung, take road 36 to Rayong. About gight
miles beyond Rayong (on road 3) take a right turn to the
small fishing town of Ban Pas. An alternative route is to
leave Bangkok by the same road but take the Chonburi bypass.
Turn left on the 344 to Klang. In Klang take route 3 back
towards Rayong and, approximately five miles after the turn-
ing for Wang Kaew, take a left turn to Ban Pas. For those
who prefer, a coach leaves Ekamai bus station on Sukhumvit
every hour. The fare is B120 return, B70 single. If you have
driven down you can leave your car behind the Ban Paeg Rama
Cinerama at a cost of B30 per night. Koh Samet has no roads
and the ferries carry only people. From Ban Pae you catch a
boat to Koh Samet. The boatmen work to no particular time-
table as far as I can see, and it is a matter of enough
people being there to make the journey a financial proposi-
tion for the boat owner. The wait is never over long though
(the longest I have experienced besing an hour) and whilst
waiting you can sit in a small pier side restaurant and watch
the fishing boats land their catches. Some of the island
bays have their own boats sailing from the mainland; thsse
arg probably more seaworthy than some of the others! The
journay takes approximately 45 minutes. At the other end,
the boat may dock at a pier or, as at Vong Duen (the only bay
I have stayed on), tie up 100 yards from the beach. The last
part of your journesy then is by small raft. Do not let this
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put you off. It all adds to the fun; the children find it a
great adventure and down through the shallow turquoisz water
you have your first glimpse of Koh Samet coral, only four or
five feet below. You invariably get wet feet or even knees
disembarking from the raft, so‘it is a good idea to go in
shorts or something that you do not mind gstting wet. Luggage
should be waterproof too and minimal. All you will need is
sunglasses, swimwear,T-shirt, shorts and hat. Oh! yes, and
gallons of sun tan cream. Snorkelling equipment is a must
too and all the usual beach gear.

The island is not a sophisticated resort and is not for those
who crave bright lights and nightly entertainment. It is a
wonderfully calm and restful spot.

The "more expensive' accommodation on Vong Duen is small but
adequate. A two-person bungalow is B350 per night and for

four people a larger one is B400 per night. There are fans

in the bedrooms but no air-conditioning.

Electricity is generally only 'on' from 6 pm to 6 am but this
causes no hardship. The bungalows are clean and have a
bedroom or two and a bathroom with shower, washbasin and a
proper loo. There is also a large water contatner which
should be filled whilst the electricity is on. Then during
the hours of no power you shower Thai style. Each bungalow
also has its own little verandah with easy chairs from whlch
one can enjoy a view of the bay.

On Vong Duen Bay there are a couple of restaurants which
serve good, cheap Thai food and the odd variation on a
European dish. One venue has actually just started a
Saturday night discotheque and the other shows cartoon videos
for the children at suppertime, whilst you enjoy another
beer. Night time entertainment otherwise is D.I.Y. This is
a great place for playing cards, Monopoly or for long talks
with your nearest and dearest on 'the meaning of life'!

Daytime activities are just what they should be on a tropical
island, lazy! The water is beautifully clear, and shallow
for a good distance. Coral beds are near esnough to allow
aven small children to be taken snorkelling. Rock pools
abound; another favourite with the children. For the ener-
getic, windsurfers ( and lessons if you want) are available
at one end of the bay at a regasonable price (which I've
forgotten!). Snorkelling equipment can also be hired. A short
walk over the hill, at the back of Vong Duen Bay takes one to
Candlelight Bay. This is a smaller bgach and is a particu-
larly good spot for coral viewing. It is also pessible to
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take a boat out to explorz one of the 'bumps' on the horizon
or to circumnavigate Koh Samet itself.

All in all this is a great place to get away to. Avoid going
when storms are likely and on Bank Holiday weekends, when as
sverywhers there are too many people. Apart from luxury
lovers and A/C addicts I would wholszheartedly recommend Koh
Samet to anyone.

Maren White

Editorial Note: We have been advised that Koh Samet is a
malarial area

“Pue been thinking, Martha. Yow're right. I am an incredible bore”
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The co-producers of the next pantomime, to be
held in January 1987, are lodking for people 1o
help in the following areas:

COSTUMES PROMPT
MAKE-UP CONTINUITY
LIGHTING PUBLICITY
SOUND POSTERS
PROPS TICKETS

SET CONSTRUCTION

IT you hjave any interest, however slight, we
would 1ike to hear from you, no experience
needed.

Also urgently needed:

SET DESIGNER
MUSICAL DIRECTOR

~ Please contact Maren Wnite 58-1481 or ferri
Jezeph 286-1165,1474,6625 ,3138 ext.7D
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# LEISURELY LUNCH

Looking for Sunday lunch with a difference? How about
delicious Thai food served in a delightful riverside location.
We discovered a very pleasant lunchtime spot in Nontaburi
while looking for, the Natural History Museunm. We failed
dismally in finding the museum but were adequately recom-
pensed by stumbling on the restaurant.

Riverside Nontaburi is a peaceful rural retreat within an
hour's drive of Bangkok making it an ideal get-away spot for
weekend lunches. The river is host to an endless stream of
local traffic which makes an interesting backdrop to the
meal. Greenery predominates on each side of the river bank
and one could almost be in the heart of the Thai countrysice.

The restaurant is typical Thai riverside style similar to
those at the River Kwai Bridge. Cocl breszes from the river
make for a pleasant temperature even on the hottest day. An
extensive Thai menu is available and, although the customers
are mainly Thai, they do have at least one menu ir English.
Service is extremely friendly and our gestures at the menu
soon produced excellent food.

¥
e

Nontaburi is twenty kilometres from Bangkck and can be reached
on Highway 302 (a left turn off the Expressway near Don Muang)
The more adventurous can reach it by the Chao Phya Express
Ferry for a mere BE7.

Who knows you might even find the Natural History Mussum!.
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