




























TRAVEL 

Chantaburi 
" 

One of the less wellknown touiist areas among expatriates in 
Thailand is the South-Eastern province of Chantaburi, between 
Rayong and Trat. Sometimes known as the garden of, Thailand 
due to its many fruit and rubber plantat10ns, 1t 1S famous 
for its sapphire mines, durian, rambutan, and woven reed mats . 
It has a prosperous local population and many interesting 
places to visit, including quiet beaches. 

How to get there? 
Take the Bangna-Trat highway out of Bangkok towards Pattaya. 
At Cholburi you can either turn onto the new, direct highway 
to Rayong and Chantaburi, or stay on the Pattaya Road and 
drive along the coast. The direct highway is faster and 
will take about hours to Chantaburi, but it is lonely 
and rather .dull. 

The coast road will take about 4 hours but is worth the drive 
if you have the time. It goes past Bangsaen and Pattaya, U­
Tapao and Rayong, cutting through the beautiful Suan Son 
Beach at Rayong, and passing Sunthorn Phu Park dedicated to 
Thailand's most famous poet. 

Suan Son is a beach with powdery white sand set in a grove 
of pine trees. Although there do not appear to be any tour­
ist type hotels along the Rayong-Chantaburi coast there are 
quite a few bungalow. beach resorts. 

Where to stay in 
There are 2 large hotels, Travel Lodge and the Eastern Hotel, 
both situated in town. They offer simple, clean accommoda- • 
tion at reasonable prices. 

Places of interest 
It is interesting to note that in colonial times Chanburi 
was for some time occupied by the French who left behind a 
legacy of Catholicism, a Cathedral, a prison and a number of 
cannons. 

The Cathedral is in town and serves a large Catholic congre­
gation. The prison can be seen at the Laem Singh Beach and 
the cannons are laid out in rows on what appears to be a 
ruined watch-tower at Tar-Mai .near the sapphire mines. The 
road to Tar-Mai is narrow and can be difficult to negotiate 
in wet weather but it is worthwhile visiting the cannons and 
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the mines . But be warned, the polished stones sold by 
vendors around the mines are more often than not just plain 
glass. 

Ask for direction to Wat Bangkachai . This is a temple about 
half an hour out of town on a scenic road passing through 
salt farms and reed groves . The Abbott is a former navy 
officer and this is reflected in the shipshape appearance 
of the temple . Drive past the temple to the end of the 
road, about one kilometre, and you will come. to a beach 
minus the usual tourist attractions , without even a 
restaurant. 

Chantaburi sea food is famous as are its fresh water cray­
fish. There is an excellent restaurant at Tar-Chalaeb an 
approximately 20 minutes drive out of town. This restaurant 
is clean and has both air-conditioned and non air-conditioned 
rooms. 

About lS kilometres out of town towards Trat is the Pliew 
National Park of which the local point is the Pliew Water­
fall (Nam Tok Pliew). Wear a hat and comfortable walking 
shoes as the trail is steep in part. There ' is a parking 
area at the entrance to the park. This is one of the 
smaller national parks but is big enough to be interesting 
especially·for those interested in plants and birds. Most 
of the trees have signs giving their names both in· Thai and 
Latin. 

Souvenirs 
Items made from reeds such 'as mats, bags, table-mats, etc.; 
fruit - durian or rambutan - in season; stones such as 
sapphires, garnets and miscellaneous coloured stones, (but 
do be careful as there are .. many fakes), dried fish and 
preserved fruit. The area is especially wellknoWn for its 
durian paste known as durian guano 

Notes 
No attempt has been made in this article to give 
distances from one place to another as they vary depend1ng 
on the road taken and whether you stay in Chantaburi or one 
of the Rayong beach resorts. There are plenty of signposts 
that indicate clearly in English the places of interest. 
Receptionists in any of the hotels will give you directions. 

Leonie Vejjajiva 
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CLUB CROSSWORD 

CLUES: 

Across 

7 Birds you'll find in a bit of bother on Saturdays! 

8 Counsel a short advertisement on sin. 

10 Things that would make your hair curl! 

11 With nothing, Mother, and a little laugh, you'll 
get a place in Nebraska. 

12 Went down below. 

13 File of stones for a wee dog. 

17 Brown it somehow for a very big fellow. 

18 Uncouth - but sounds is if it's regretted. 

22 A mule to expound Muslim law. 

23 Go ahead - lend the money. 

24 No local taxes - so makes a speech! 

25 A cream popular with tourists everywhere. 
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1 Gir l ' s name with three a's in it. 

2 I come down to earth again here . 
3 Make a petition on them. 
4 Put off the roan Jud deranged. 
5 Time to go to Kew? .. 
6 It's O.K. if it is . 

9 Religion with a bad end for a capital city . 
14 Trade is disrupted by such outbursts • 
15 Pole in Turkey employed in an old prison. 

16 It's real new put around for something replaced . 
19 Right Qut for a coach. 

20 It's a form of servitude. 

21 Artless, back. on Lake Geneva. 

Answers to Last Month's Crossword 
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The MIRAS morass 
Donald Elkjlt reveals aU. 

A GREAT DEAL has been written. about 
Mortgage Interest Relief At Source since 
its introouction on 8th April 1983. Never~ 
theiess, misunderstandings abound and in 
the short run at any rate, are likely to ' 
increase. This is so, because the Inland 
Revenue has recently changed its inter­
pretation of some of the ~ules so far as 
they apply to expatriates. 

The legislation sets out the classes of 
lender who are entitled to operate the 
scheme. but it is for each one of them to 

. make application to be included. Not 
surprisingly, all of the major sources of 
mortgage finance. for . example, the 
banks, building societies and insurance 
companies, have done so. But MlRAS 
does not apply to private lenders, so if 
your house is mortgaged to great Uncle 
William's trust, you will have to continue 
paying interest gross and claim the tax 
relief separately - if you can. 

By -contrast, nearly all borrowers are 
included within the scheme and in this 
case it is easier to say who will not qualify. 
The rules do, in fact, exclude those who 
are exempt from UK tax on their salaries 
by reason of 'some special exemption or 
immunity from tax.' Consequently, 
foreign servicemen and diplomats based in 
the UK will not be entitled to this relief. 

But the rules do not exclude British 
expatriates. Their earnings avoid UK tax 
due to the operation of the general law 
and not as a result of any special exemp­
tion or immunity. Furthermore, HM 
Diplomatic and armed services personnel 
are not prevented from claiming the relief 
just because they receive a tax-free over-
seas -allowance. ' 

Relief may be due under the goneral 
rules •.• 
For MIRAS to apply to mortgage interest 
paid. the loan must have been taken for 
the purchase or improvement of a 
property in the United Kingdom which is 
used. wholly or to a substantial extent. as 
the only or main residence of the 
borrower. his former or separated spouse 
or a dependant relative. The Inland 
Revenue has indicated that this property 
would be the family home. where friends 
and correspondents would normally 
expect to find the owner. 

Consequently, it came as something of 
a surprise when, originally, the Revenue 
regarded this test as satisfied if one or 
other of the spouses (together with their 
family), lived in the property for 92 con­
secutive days each and every year. That 
was a very generous interpretation and is 
now replaced by a much more stringent 
test. 

In future, before MIRAS can applY, th.'· 
spouse not working overseas would need 
to spend much more time in the property. 
Asked to indicate what sort of pattern of 
visits would be acceptable to them, the 
Revenue instanced a case where the non 
working spouse lived in the UK property 
from 3rd January to 22nd March , the 24th 
April to 1st August and 1st October to 5th 
January - that is, periods , totalling 9 
months in ' a year. It does not necessarily 
follow, that if the time spent in the UK 
property amounts to less than this. the 
relief will be excluded. Nevertheless, it 
does seem clear that periods amounting 
to a bare six months each year would not 
be sufficient. 

All future applications for relief will be 
settled on the basis of this new inter~ 
pretation. Those fortunate enough to 
have agreed relief under the previous 
practice will continue to receive it unless 
and until their case comes up for review 
for any reason. Even then, the relief will 
not be withdrawn retrospectively' unless 
the circumstances are exceptional. That 
would most likely be the case if the relief 
was granted on the basis that the property 
would be lived in for a certain period each 
year and this condition has not been ful­
filled. 
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•.• or by concession 
For those who cannot comply with the 
general rules, there is an extra-statutory 
concession whereby one must show 
that either the property was used as the 
main residence before going overseas or, 
that it was purchased during a leave and 
then lived in for a th<ee month period by 
the spouse who has the overseas employ­
ment. Provided that the employment is 
for a term of not longer than, four years 
and the property is expected to be lived in 
again at the expiry of that time, MIRAS 
treatment will be given. 
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In cases where both husband and wife 
have overseas employments, relief can be 
obtained on the basis of either of their 
circumstances. 

Cle\irly, if the overseas employment is 
for a period of, say, five years, the relief 
will not be due. But what is the position if 
it is for two years renewable on the agree­
ment of the parties? Or if it" is for a three 
year fixed term but at the end of that time 
is renewed for another three years? 

In the case of the two year renewable 
contract, the Revenue will probably not 
be willing to grant relief immediately but 
will insist on waiting to see what happens. 
If the employment does not last for more 
than four years and the exoatriate returns 
to live in his property, relief would then be 
given by repayment. 

By contrast, MlRAS would be author~ 
ised at the outset for the three year fixed 
term " contract. but, in such cases, the 
Revenue reserves the right to withdraw the 
relief retrospectively. It seems that they 
would be most likely to ' do so if the ex­
patriate's absence could from the outset 
have been expected to exceed four years. 

Where an employee has a series of 
relatively short overseas employments, it 
is possible for him to get MIRAS relief 
more or less indefinitely. All that is 
necessary is for each of the employments 
to be for less than four years and for him 
to live in his UK property for three con­
secutive months between one employment 
and the next (three monms' residence by "a 
spouse who has not worked overseas will 
not be sufficient). In these circumstances, 
however I he could well become resident in 
the United Kingdom once again and that ' 
could have undesirable results. 

Claiming The Renef 
Any mortgage in existence on 8th April 
1983 will have been brought into ;pe 
MIRAS scheme automatically. unless the 
lender was aware of any circumstance 
which seemed to make it ineligible. For 
n.ew loans, claims setting out all the 
CIrCUmstances should be sent to the 
inspector of taxes to whom tax returns are 
submitted. Of course, many expatriates 
do not need to make such returns. They 
should send their claims to: The Central 
Unit (MIRAS), 1st Floor, St. John's 
House, Merton Road, Bootie. 

When it has been agreed that the relief 
is due, the inspector of taxes will authorise 
,the lender to accept payments of interest 
net. But in cases where he is doubtful 
whether the relief will ultimately be due, 
gross payments will have to continue and 
the relief will be given by repayment if the 
rules are, in fact, complied with. 

The maximum loan eligible for relief is 
£30,000 (formerly £25,(00). For loans in 
excess of £30,000, MIRAS does not apply 
unless the lender agrees to a special 
scheme under which he collects the 

... interest relative to £30,000 of the loan net 
and the balance gross. So an expatriate 
borrowing, say, £35,000 from a lender 
who has agreed to the scheme, will be 
allowed to pay 6/7ths of his interest net. 
But . if he borrowed from a lender not 
included in the special scheme, MIRAS 
will not apply and he will obtain no relief 
at all unless he has some UK income 
against which the interest can be set off. 
By choosing the wrong lender, you could 
stand to lose nearly £1,000 a year! 

The MIRAS scheme was designed 
merely as an alternative and adminis­
tratively more convenient means of grant· 
ing tax relief for mortgage interest. In the 
case of expatriates who let their UK 
properties' and who can, therefore, obtain 
relief by setting off the mortgage interest 
they pay against rents received, MIRAS is 
just- that. 

But those expatriates who have no UK 
income against which the interest can be 
set off, but who -nevertheless comply with 
the MIRAS rules, will obtain relief when 
none was available previously. As a result, 
they receive a"tax subsidy for their mort­
gage interest as if they were residents of 
the United Kingdom while, at the same 
time, being able to invest their own money . 
in a tax-free form. The sort of benefit 
achievable is shown in the table below. 

UK Mortgage Interest 
£30,000 at 12 per cent 
Deduct MlRAS at 30 per cent 

Net Cost 

Exempt Gilts 

£3,600 
£I,OgO 

£2,520 

£30,000 at 12 per cent = £3,600 

CONTRIBUTED BY W. T. FRY LTD . 
First appeared in "Resident Abroad" 
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~*~*~*~*~*~~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
~ * ~ ~ 
~ * 
<{ New lOwn Houses - FOR Rent OR Sale C 
~ * 
« * ~ * 
~ Located in Sci Pikul, off SathO'rn Road (just before st. Louis ?* 
« * ~ Hospital) , totally flood free and only 5 minutes from the * 
~ British Club. ?* « ~ 
~ * 
« * ~ Furnishings include; 5 air conditioners, built in robes and " 
« * ~ cupboards, refrigerator, gas & electric stove, dining set· '~ 

;~ for 8, silk lounge suite, beds and side tables, coffee table, 'f 
« * ~ and drapes. * 
« * ~ * 
« * ~~ Spaciously designed, the houses include 4 bedrooms, * 
« * ~ 4 bathrooms, kitchen, dining room, lounge room, study area, ~ 
~ back patio, separate maids quarters, roof garden and ~ 
;0( recreation room. * 
~ ?* 
<{ Direct phone is included. rental begins at 25,000 per month. C 
~ One year lease with option to renew. Telephone Lorna for ~ 
~ details 2350600-4 or 2353805. ~ 
;0( * 
~ * 
*X*X*x*x*X*x*x*x*x*x*X*x*x*x*x*x*X*X*~*x*x*x*x*x*x*x*x*X*X*X*X*X*x*X*X" '* '* 'k W 'k w· '-X-. W·, '* '* * '* w W 'N W '* '* " '* W 'k '* 'k 'k '* '* '* 'Ii '* '* '* 'Ie W 'k~ 

PAUL CHRISTIAANS 
BRONZE - JEWELLERY - CARY I NGS - FURN ITURE - THA I 
HANDICRAFTS 

Supplier of top quality bronze ware. Exported worldwide. 

Own goldsmith producing all types of jewellery in 14 and 
18 kt gold. 

Teak carvings off the shelf or made to your own require­
ments. 

Rosewood and teak furniture made to order, 
e.1even- coat Chinese lacquer which gives all the 
of polyuerathane. 

including 
qualities 

WHY Naf CALL IN FOR A LOOK AND BE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED 

YOU'LL FIND US AT: 

MON - SAT 
11.00-19.00 

2101-2 2nd Floor Indra Shopping 
Arcade, Indra Regent Hotel 

Tel: 252 3111 Ext. 761 
251 1111 
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Ii BRIDGE 
to 

Bridge Section has continued to have strong attendance at its 
regular Monday duplicate games despite some stalwarts enjoy­
ing home leave. 

The return of Joyce & David Gillett to UK will be a loss to 
the section and their support over the past years is much 
appreciated. 

Results of recent Monday Games are: 

June 24 Pieter Schumacher - Harry Kurd 54 points 
Jerry Yegenian - Mike 51 " 

July 1 Winton - Mike l07 " 
Collin .Spow - Geoff Slack-Smith 97 " 

July 8 Winton - Mike 65 
Pieter - Harry 57 

July 15 Three wins straight for 
Winton & Mike with 47 
Len & Linda Redford 44 
Pieter & Harry 40 

33 



1\ I SOCCER 

British Club SS vs Cambridge University AFC 

Result 
, 

Heavy Brigade 1 Light Blues 4 

On the afternoon of July 5th, in the lengthening shadows of 
the oil storage tanks, a heroic battle was enacted on the 
reclaimed turf of the Shell Ground. To the roll-call of 
glorious battle hours stretching from Crecy, Agincourt, 
Talavera, Sebastopol, Waterloo to the White Horse Cup Final, 
a proud new name must be added. Klong Toey. 

You may be too young to remember the spirit of Dunkirk, but 
let' me assure you that the do-or-die spirit was not forgot­
ten by the B.C. Soccer Section on July 5th. The players 
fought as if they were at Dunkirk. After all, three of 
them had been. And therein lies the true heroism of that 
fateful 'afternoon. 

The Light Blues: fit, fast, intelligent, played football 
befor~. and with only one night in Patpong under their belts. 

The Heavy Brigade: fat, slow, middle-aged (the Dunkirk 
veterans bringing the average age up somewhat), and short 
of billions of neuronS due to many nights on Patpong. 
Played a bit though. --

And there the battle lines were drawn : age and cynicism 
against youth and enthusiasm. • 
The British Club were also short of several of last season's 
key players - Captain "Cushy" Castledine and Mad-Dog Stamper, 
to name but two. Reserves were mobilised from far and wide, 
from generati on to generation. Bionic Jim Howard declared 
himself fit to play provided the entire team donated their 
used chewing gum to his repair kit. The recently arrived 
Laven, Gladwell and Watson pulled on their boots for their 
first Be game. In his inaugural game (the first of many, 
it is to be hoped) Herr Peter Collins also laced up, paus­
ing only to remove his jackboots. Childs rose miraculously 
from his sick-bed where his self-diagnosed bout of dengue 
fever cleared up just hours before the game. And, of 
course, the rest of last season's veterans: Rennie, Swift, 
Harrison, Wallace, Morton, Wilkins, Barlow and Warham. 
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Facing the hastily patched-up Bangkok British were 12 current 
Cambridge Blues and three more-than competent reserves. Their 
Captain, Pottsy, having arrived five days in advance of the 
main party, had been put through a rigorous Be training pro­
gramme involving early morning sessions at a well-known hot 
water spa. The remainder began an intensive acculturation 
course on' the evening they arrived (Wednesday 3rd) to try 
to catch up. But this was all to no avail. The Be High 
command had got their strategy wrong , The Cambridge boys 
appeared to thrive on the debauched lifestyle and on Friday 
at the appointed time were raring to go. 

And so to the Shell Ground (courtesy of Bernard Coe) to do 
battle. 

Right from the kick-off the pace was predictably fast, with 
Cambridge moving the ball around accurately and imaginatively. 
But the B.C. chased and foraged, breaking down their play in 
the midfield and 'clearing up through balls at the back. 
Within minutes of the start Morton had burnt out his boots 
and had to come, off for replacements. Barlow entered the 
play and played with his customary vigour in the middle, up 
the front and finally at the back. Though the B.C. stuck 
gamely to their task, the speedy Cambridge forwards event­
ually split the defence and went one up through Elliot. 

At this point all expectations were that Cambridge would 
cruise to victory by several goals as the Be ran out of 
steam. All expectations, that is, except those of the B.C. 
team. The effort never slackened , heads never dropped and 
Be continued to fight for every ball. For the remainder of 
the half the game was surprisingly even , and eventually luck 
broke in the B.C.'s favour . Pumping high balls up to Wilkins 
had not been effective, but Barlow's extra "presence" shifted 
the balance . From a loose. ball on their half , Barlow bundled 
h1s way forward with Wilkins in support to deliver some kind 
of a pass to Childs. His killer instinct honed by the recent ' 
dengue fever and the prospect of a Bangkok Blue,Childs made 
no mistake and slid the ball past the onrushing Potts. One­
alL A historic goal for the Be against the fittest best-
organised and most skilful team we've played. ' 

Cambridge were visibly shaken by this change of fortune and 
the unexpectedly stiff opposition. They counter-attacked 
immediately but were blocked every time,. Rennie pulled off 
a str1ng of his usual, magnificent last-ditch saves. Howard 
was in superb form, shackling their star-striker Walsh, by 
hook, crook and even occasionally by the largest protuber­
ance on h1s body. Swift, Captain for the day, was busy 
rotat1ng a bewildering stream of substitutes but still 
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found time for the occaslonal tackle . Harrison and Collins 
stuck doggedly to their men and the mid- fielders tackled 
back again and again to help out . 

This was the British Club' s f,~nest hour, lasting for 
approximately 30 minutes . i 

Cambridge scored again before the half was out, with Walsh 
breaking free and crossing to the unopposed Whyte to head 
home. 

After the break, the game turned against the B.C. who 
defended desperately and contested fiercely but were 
increasingly outpaced. With his first touch of the ball, 
Earle, the Cambridge sub, attempted a speculative shot 
which Rennie uncharacteristically misjudged, and the 
score was 3-1. Guided by Harper in mid-field, Cambridge 
piled on the pressure and continually threatened the B.C. 
goal. After a superb performance, Howard finally left the 
pitch due to a malfunction (chewing gum no longer elastic) 
and Barlow was the only man big enough to fill the gap. 
Determined resistance continued but all the B.C. hoped for 
now was to contain the opposition. In the dying minutes an 
interchange of passes between Morton and Harrison was final­
ly intercepted, and the ball was fed to Elliot who scored 
his second to make it 4-1. 

Cambridge had beaten Oxford 4-2 in the Varsity match last 
December, and the day after our game beat the Royal Bangkok 
Sports Club by a margin of 4-1. The British Club had there­
fore acquitted itself with honour, and had proved well worthy 
of the fixture. 

The reception at the British Club after game was given by 
the Soccer Section on the Club's behalf, with generous 
liquid sponsorship from the Shell Company of Thailand. The 
touring side declared their Bangkok stay a great success and 
the Soccer Section was pleased ,to host them. After all, • 
we've awarded ourselves honorary Blues for giving them such 
a close game. 
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RUGBY 
B. C. vs South Ch i na RFC 

Having preceded this game with immense success in the field 
of press relations and obtainefl superb coverage in the 
English - language newspapers, the BC took the field full 
of, optimism. Late doubts regarding the availability of a 
certain pregnant father were overcome when his wife obliged 
by giving birth the night before the game: (It is a pity 
the scrum can ' t push that hard!) . The team were in the un­
precedented position of having too many players before the 
start of the game. 

The Canton side Idoked fairly useful and given that there IS 
nothing else for them to do in Canton except train, they 
looked a fit and well-drilled side (no pun intended!) . 

BC started well and held their own in both the line-outs 
and scrums . Defensive tackling at this stage was particular­
ly good . Not far i nto the first half, having moved the ball 
across the backs to the wing, Tim Laven out paced the Canton 
defence to score under the posts. Drew Wilkins converted. 
This lead was retained almost throughout the first half but 
we lost a try almost on the half-time whistle. They converted 
to make the score 6-6 at the break. 

This early in the season the team is still looking for the 
right combination and using the opportunities of friendly 
games to try to get everyone match fit. Positional changed 
and substitutions broke th'e. rythm of the side and in the 
second half we never really regained the momentum of the 
first half. Our overall lack of fitness continues to be 
glaringly obvious. The result of all of this was to allow 
the opposition to capitalise on their practiced moves and 
better co-ordination to score three good tries in the second 
half. One try, from a beautiful dummy-scissors, left the Be 
defence completely flat-footed. and provided evidence of the 
value of regular training and practising together as a team. 
Final score Be 6 - SCRFC 20. 

Despite the defeat Be did in fact play very well in the 
first half and continue to show signs of impending great­
ness. Actually, we only lost because they had seven Scots 
on their side and we only had four. 
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After-match festivities in the club were most enjoyable, 
the Canton boys being the most civilised group of rugby 
players yet to grace our portals. 

/ ' 

Team John Warham, Tim Laven, Drew Wilkins, 
John Gidley, Ted Batchelor, Ian Duncan, 
Colin Henderson, Terry Smith (Capt.), 
Keith Davison, Peter Collins, Tony 
Coffey, Chris Joly, Vernen Turnbull, 
Gary Crist"Andy Crossley, Alan Griffith, 
Vince Swift, Jim Howard, Dave Wallace, 
Andy Goodwin. 

Thai Rugby Union Sevens July 6th / 7th 

One year after reincarnation of the British Club Rugby 
Section (there had been a B.C. team back in the thirties) 
our season officially kicked off with the Thai Rugby Union 
Sevens. 

Sevens is not the way to kick any season off and it's also 
too demanding for any but the hardiest of souls even at the 
end of the season. As we did not have the option of post­
poning it, the cream of ·British Club Rugby set forth to win 
glory on the concrete greensward of Chulalongkorn Stadium. 
The niBe,,·who unfurled their jock-straps for this annual 
tourney were supposedly the fleetest of foot and sharpest 
of thought from our pool of almost 30 players. (But they 
can't have been all that fleet or smart if they got caught 
in the bar the night before and were then conned into 
playing.) 

The elite nine were Coffey, Collins, Crist, Davison, 
Henderson, Laven, Swift, Wallace and Wilkins. You will 
note that the name of Smith. T.A. is absent from the list, 
but then the captain is selected for fleetness of foot and • 
sharpness of thought. The excuse proffered to explain his 
absence was that of installing the final unit of the nuclear 
family in Soi Ekamai. It seems like a lot of trouble to 
nave gone to (just think of the forward planning!) merely 
to 'avoid the Sevens, but then we were up against stiff 
opposition. 

The first game was against Sukothai, who are in fact Chula­
longkorn Old Boys, no mean opposition and playing on their 
home ground. As four of the seven who took to the pitch 
had also played soccer against Cambridge University the 
night before, the start was a little desultory. The fact 
that most of the nine had celebrated long and hard with the 
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Cambridge boys did not, o~ course, have an~ bearing on ~his 
slow beginning. Within mInutes .poor coverlng.on the frInges 
of a breakdown in play let one of the Sukothal players 
through and a try inevitab~y fo~lowed. At ~his stage last 
year the British Club realIsed I~ shortco~lngs ~d became 
increasingly ineffective. But thIS year WIth a bIgger, 
better squad of players and more motivation we were still 
in contention. With time running out, Colin Henderson broke 
through three or four tackles and ran straight between the 
posts to set up an easy kick at goal. If Henderson is the 
new hero, then Wilkins is the old villain of this piece as 
he blasted the kick wide and we finished level at 4-4. The 
only other character worthy of mention in the first game is 
Peter "The Kraut" Collins who reduced their scrum-half' s 
effectiveness somewhat. However, modest chap that he is, 
Peter does not want to be mentioned in case his heroic act 
is interpreted as less than diplomatically proper. So for 
the record let it be said that Peter did not feed the scrum­
half a knuckle butty but that he did leave the field with a 
bad case of molars-in-the-metacarples . 

The second game against Chuamcharee (Ramkamhaeng Old Boys) 
followed a similar pattern with the speedy Tim Laven making 
a startling breakthrough to bring us our try in another 6-6 
draw. The game had started 15 minutes early and Swift 
arrived just at kick-off to find Crist occupying his spot. 
The sight of the huge Crist (Vice-Captain of the Rugby 
Section, Token American and Baby Whale) terrified the 
opposition so much that they ran as if with winged feet. 
At least it looked that way with Crist trundling along in 
their wake. Having exhausted himself within five minutes 
Crist took himself off to the benches to rest up for his 
next dynamic outpour,ing of energy - well, next but one -
against Old Vajiravudians on the following day. 

And so on Sunday the unbeaten Be needed to scrape victory 
against the OVs to move to the next round. Wallace was in 
at hooker for Davison and Crist again heaved his massive 
bulk off his massive butt and onto the park. They scored 
quickly but again the Be came back from behind with another 
storming try by Colin Henderson. With minutes to go the OVs 
gave away a penalty and Wilkins had a chance to clinch the 
game. But the boot was on the other foot - it must have 
been because he missed again - and the OV's ran in a try 
and ran out winners. 

Overall we performed far better than in the last Sevens and 
surprised a few of our critics. If we improve through the 
season as we did last year we can look forward to the rest 
of our games with optimism. 
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Perhaps the most heartening indication is that Gary Crist 
has bought a pedigree dog to be his training companion. (No 
untoward comments, please.) The dog has been.named Plonker 

. Crist, so don't be surprised if in forthcoming weeks you 
hear of Gary taking his Plonker1 for a run. 

It's going to be a gr.eat season! 

BC vs RBSC 
Although only a friendly training game with nothing at stake, 
Be were obviously taking this one seriously because, for the 
second match in a row, we had a full team, plus reserves, 
before kick-off time. 

RBSC look a revitalised side this season with a few new faces 
and the benefit of some coaching from Mike Mason (a Be member, 
no less!). 

The game was played in a good splrlt and the heaviest rain 
recorded in Bangkok in many a day. This made handling the 
ball fairly difficult though Be did try to do that right 
from the start. Early possession was moved out to the 
backs and we looked set -for a strong performance. Owen 
Davies scored an excellent runaway try showing a clean pair 
of heels to their defence. Unfortunately, the score was not 
converted. As the game progressed, Be failed to take a grip' 
on the proceedings and ·were soon on the receiving end. Weight 
and height advantage in the scrums and line-outs were not put 
to efficient use and the cover afforded the scrum-half at 
time-outs was such that no self respecting insurance company 
would have considered -giving him :a life policy. Positional 
changes and substitution at half-time did nothing to help 
and it was only when the referee awarded a try after the 
ball was grounded outside the pitch that the team injected 
a bit of urgency into their play. The last five minutes 
showed much improvement but not enough to pull back a score 
and we r~ out losers by 13 points to 4. 

Team John Warham, John Gidley, Tim Laven, Colin 
Henderson, Drew Wilkins, Owen Davies, Peter 
Young, Terry Smith (Capt.), Peter Collins, 
Vince Swift, Tony Coffey, Alan Griffiths, 
Glen Gledwell, Andy Goodwin, Gary Crist, 
Andy Crossley, Jim- Howard, Vernan Turnbull, 
Dave Wallace, Jay McAlister. 
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Next Game I' 

Be vs Renegades RFC from Bermuda . 

Chulalongkorn Stadium, 5.30 p.m. Sunday August 4, 1985 

The draw has been made for the British Council Cup and we 
find ourselves in a strong group with RBSC, Kings College 
and Vajiravudh College Old Boys. All games to be played 
at RBSC: 

5 September 5.00 p.m. vs OV 

10 September 6.30 p'.·m. vs Kings College 

19 September 5~00 p.m. vs RBSC 

Last Game 
Drew Wilkins, vice-captain last year, is leaving at the 
beginning of August to return to Scotland. Drew's speed 
and crash tackling will be as sorely missed by Be as it 
was felt by a few of the opposition last season. Our good 
wishes go with Drew and with Annie and Findlay, our two 
most consistent supporters. 
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SQUASH 
First our congratulations to:-

Our new club champion, winner of the Don Johnson Cup: 
Ian Kent. 

Runner up: Colin Hastings 

Our new ladies champion: Carolyn Tarrant 

Runner up: Annie Wilkins 

Winner of the Parra Handi Plate: Craig Rennie 

, Runner up: Ray Walsh 

Winner of the Ladies Plate, The Len Alexander Plate: 
Audrey Sill. 

Runner up: i'eather Moore 

Winner of Ladder Flight A: Ian Kent 

Winner of Ladder Flight B: Ray Walsh 

Winner of Ladder Flight C: Peter Almeren 

Our consolations to the losers - better luck next time. 

TSRA Competition 
Unfortunately we were unable to field a ladies team but 
hopefully we will be entering a team in Division one, two 
teams in Division 2 and one team in Division 3. 

Coaching 

The coaching held on a Monday night in July was very success­
ful so a repeat evening is being organised in August. See 
August diary notes. 

Ladder/League 

Thanks Andy for your letter in last month's Outpost. You 
have put into words what we have been trying to do with 
league/placings. The only arsument our coordinators could 

42 

• ,< 

, ' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

rBise was the date on which they should note the player who 
has made great progress in the ladder. shOUld it be the date 
the last league ended, or should' it be the date on which the 
new league is compiled i.e. the last day of the month or the 
20th of the next month. One golden rule is that the league 
winner will be promoted, the loser demoted. The July league 
was difficult however, as the table will show:-

New entries 
Returnees .. 
From Last League 

11 

7 

38 

56 

20\ 
13\ 

67\ 

lOO\ 

Fortunately most players enjoy playing, and understand what 
an unenviable job the coordinators have. 

Finally 

Last month we bade farewell to Geoff & Lee Thorpe ,who have 
done so much for ,squash at the British ClUb. Many thanks to 
you both. 

SWIMMING 

Endurance Tests 6th July 
Holiday fever seemed to have hit the younger generation at 
the end of term on 6th July, as only 5 children appeared to 
take part in the endurance tests. There seemed to be a 
reasonable number of other children around, but they all 
complained of imminent departure on holiday and wanted to 
conserve their strength! The same conservation of strength 
seemed to apply to those who did turn up, particularly those 
with Thompson in their name who swam considerably less than 
they had previously done (and still received badges!). 

The awards made were as follows: 

• 

C.J. Kefford 
Hannah Thompson 
Simeon Thompson 
George Dunford 
Sally Dunford 
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But do not dispair, so that the lazy ones can have another 
go, and those who have returned from boarding school can 
have the opportunity to return next term and impress their 
friends with how far they can swim, the Swimming Committee 
proudly "resent: 

/ ' 

ENDURANCE TESTS REVISITED 10TH AUGUST 9 A.M. 

Swimming Gala 7th July 

Happily, not everyone has gone on holiday and 14 children 
turned up to swim in the Gala. No records were broken, but 
everyone seemed to have a good time (except me who was at 
home in bed with flu) . Although no records were broken, 
the records all disappeared!! Unfortunately, our worthy 
committee member who keeps the performance records joined 
the leave spree and disappeared before she could pass on 
the record books. That means that this month, and next, 
we will have to abandon the improver of the Month award 
and I will try to calculate them for announcement at the 
Family Gala in September. Many apologies. 

A notable point of the Gala was that a number of the previous­
ly reluctant were persuaded to swim in all styles, including 
a few interesting variations on the Butterfly which hadn't 
been seen before. The results are given on the Chart, and 
again, apologies for there beingf no Improvements noted. 

The next gala is: 
*** SWIMMING GALA SUNDAY 11TH AUGUST 11.45 *** 

Also note: 
*** ENDURANCE TESTS 10TH AUGUST 9.00 *** 

For September, we have delayed the date of the Gala to give 
a bit of breathing space for those coming back from leave. 
This is the event you have all been waiting for!!! 

***** GRAND FAMILY GALA 15TH SEPTEMBER ***** 

SEE YOU BY THE POOL 
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SWIMMING RESULTS 7TH J ULY 

• 
5 Breast Butterfly 
E NAME I.M. Tot. C 
X 

Time C Time C Time C (Stks I 
G 
I BCB RECORD 27.2 20 . 4 
R 1.10.0 

L 
S Zoe Binns 31. 4 •• 27.1 •• 1.11.8 ** .* 

G BCB RECORD 50.6 46.4 
I 1. 45.9 

R Angela Ryan 1.14.9 .* 
L Sally Dunford - 2 . 33 . 1 .* ** 1.21.0 ** 1.14.0 •• 2.32.4 S Elizabeth Thorpe •• .* 

1.13 . 2 ** 1. 39.0 .* 2.58.8 Gemma Sayer ** *. 
1.05.3 ** - 2.43.0 ** ** 

B BCB RECORD 51.0 
0 48.2 1.42.0 

Y C. J . Kefford 1 .• 03.0 ** s Simeon Thompson 
1.17.6 ** 2.10.0 ** ** 1.41.5 ** 1. 23.9 ** 3.18.0 ** ** 

G 
I BCB RECORD 43.9 
R 39.8 1.30.5 

L 
S Karly Kentwell 1. 04.2 ** 59.8 ** 2.11. 0 ** ** 

B BCB RECORD ** 
0 ** ** 
Y 
S Alastair Binns 1. 05.0 ** . 1.17.1 ** 2.20.0 ** ** 

I BCB RECORD 1.31.3 
R ·1.20.5 2.54.0 
L Samantha Kentwell 1. 54.0 ** 2.17.0 ** 4.21.0 S Hannah Thomp:;;on ** ** 2.21.2 ** 2.17 . 1 ** 4.38.5 ** ** 

B BCB RECORD 1.29.5 
0 1. 20.9 2.50.6 
Y LIe..... Jenkins 1. 52.0 ** - 3.54.0 S George Dunford ** ** 2.17.5 ** - - ** 

B BCB RECORD ** ** 0 ** 
Y 
S Kris Erswell 1. 36.2 ** 1. 54.8 ** 3.44.4 ** ** 
* Freestyle for under 7s ** To be 9 iven later 

45 



• 

ACTIVITIES 

Anyone who is interested in participating in any aspect of 

the following activities should contact: 

Billiards / Snooker Ron Armstrong 390 2445 

Bridge Geoff Crittenden 391 4849 

Cricket Jack Dunford 234 0098 

Darts Bryan Baldwin 221 1895 

Golf Ron Armstrong 390 2445 

Ladies' Golf Mrs. L. Dencker Nielsen 286 8264 

Rugby Terry Smith 233 1481 

Soccer David Wallace 235 3551 

Squash Harold Mercer 211 5808 

Swimming Practice 
Mrs. E. Majer 252 7492 

(Khun Choon) 

Swimming Gala Anthony Thompson 222 4155 
• Tennis Roy Fordham 233 6638 

,. 

Your move from Thailand to the U.K. , ) 

can be as smooth and secure as a move 
across the street. 

Seriously. We 'll move your 
household effects · · and pets, 
antiques or office equipment if 
you wish - - 10 any destination in 
the United Kingdom so smoothly 
you'Jt hardly need to involve 
yourself beyond making the 
initial contact. 

Contact Bill Reinsch at 

We'll take care of everything 
and pay particular attention to 
security throughout the entire 
process - - Quotations. packing. 
inventories. transit insurance. 
customs clearance, storage and 
shipping - -to ensure that all your 
belongings arrive in exactly ' the 

same condition as they were when 
they left . 

For further information on 
smooth, secure moves, telephone 
Bill Reins'ch at 3921784. 

TRANSPO INTERNATIONAL LTD. 
134/31 Sot Athakravi 3 
Rama IV Road 
Bangkok, Thailand 
Tel: 392·1784, 
(After Hours: 391·8705) 
Cable: TRANSPOS BANGKOK 




