








































Goodbye to a Class Act 

A familiar sight at the Be tennis courts is coach Tom slugging it out in the 

mid-day sun with one of his many students rallying and Tom returning the 

ball coming back over the net with a beautiful flowing conSistency. That 

classic backhand with the straight-armed follow-through, it looks oh so smooth! 

But alter 13 years he's decided to call it a day. 

Tom plans to return to li ve in his home 

province of Kanchanaburi Lo c ul tiva te a 

piaL of land growing mangos and other 

frui t for a li ving. "] won't get very rich. 

but I'll be happy and have a good li fe." 

Asked if he hadn ' t been a tennis coach 

what would he have done, he sm iles " I 

started studying law but didn't complete 

my course. So r could have been a lawyer!" 

Tom's wi fe Sir iphan, daughter Wipaphan 

(Noon) I I years old and son Nithi (Nook) 

9 years o ld play tennis occasionally as Tom 

only takes Sundays off. 

Tom , rcaln8mc Saroj Chindachot, began 

playing tennis at the age of 6 when he 

chose tcnnis over table tennis because he 

"liked playing in the sun." In those days 

tenn is was played mainly by government 

office workers who would fi nish work at 

4pm and play on the clay courts where Tom 

woul e! earn money as a ball boy. "That 

tennis cOtJrt has been abandoned for years. 

Now it's fu ll of grass and weeds". 

Tom 's game developed rapidly and began 

playing national competitions at the age 

of 12. He recalls an under l4s senti-finals 

match aga inst Panomkorn Patchurnil , 

Tammy Tanasugarn 's coach. Although the 

outcome was not favourable for Tom he 

learned the value of playing better players. 

At 20 he started working as a coach at the 

Old Engl ish Students Association where 

he worked for 18 years before several 

members moved to Be and invited him to 

be a coach here. 

"Hard-working, reliable and honest" is 

one description of Tom from a regular, 

mid-day sun client of Tom's. Humour is 

also bubbling close to the surface of Tom's 

game and regula rly pokes fun at the other 

players during fri endly mi xed doubles , 

laughing out loud during points, even 

trash-talking "Where are you trying to hit 

the ball?" or "Think you can get it past 

me ?". A ll in j es t but a imed al so at 

challeng in g the abi lit y of hi s loyal 

cllstomers. 

When asked who his fa vourite players, past 

and present, Tom says, Stefan Edberg and 

Tim Henman . W hy? "They can servc­

volley well , I can't", he replies. But ask 

anyone who has played against Tom when 

bcing off in an exchange of volleys at the 

net and they'll tell you otherwise. 

Tom ascribes to the "classic" style of tennis 

hitting nat shots that skim aggress ively 

alo ng the court afte r landing. He says, 

"With the modern game of ex treme 

western grips and top-spin you use up too 

much energy playing !" Tom has a game 

that looks relaxed, attractive and yet 

powerful but 

is not easil y 

replicated . 

As a measure 

of how con-ect 

Tom' s tech­

nique is, other 

coaches at the 

Club ask stu­

dents, " Ever wa tched To m hi t hi s 

backhand? That's how you should hit it." 

And while most of us complain of aching 

knees, elbows or wlists Tom never seems 

to complain about injuries which most 

likely reflects the correctness with which 

he hits the ball , even after 13 years at BC 

where he plays on average 7 hours da ily. 

When asked on the best way to improve 

one's tennis the answer was quile simpl e. 

Expecting a morc specific reply, he simply 

says, "Play people who are belter than 

yourself. It doesn't matter if you lose, you 

will eventually learn from your mistakes 

and improve." 

"Kroo" Tom, we are all sad to see you go 

for what you 've brought to all of our 

games . Your sho ts will be engraved, 

consciously or sub-consciously, in our 

minds. T hanks for the game. 

Ken Lao 

Farewells 
Herewith the roll call of members leaving the Club over the summer; 

goodbye and good luck to all: 

. Garry and Jan Bentley, Graham and Fiona Burns, Gregory Dodds, Cam Vinh Gaines, Stephen and Carol Golsby, Phil Jackson , 

Caspar Mackay, James and Nata lie McCartan, Augusto and Maguy Miranda, Rajan and Pearl Moses, Spencer and Cynthia 

Roberts, Myles and Wanpen de Vries, Jamie and Judith Woodford, JClU1ifer and Gerald Wright. 
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Through the Lens 

Scenes frollllhe K.id.~ Corner, a range ofreprobalcs snapped in !he Chun.:hill Hnr and 

the puny 1'01' those slaffwjlh bil1hdHY~ in July, name ly, Adsadang, Petchllrn, Pensri, 

Pradap and Shooshak - Happy Hinhday! 

CSB Courses A 
Some of the upcoming courses being held at Commun ity Services of Bangkok include: fIj . . 

Basic Thai Read ing & Writing c 

Foot Acupressure Reflexology 
C58 

Jiam's Bronzeware Factory Tour 
I" For more information on these or any First Aid & CPR Course (English & Thai courses) 

of the other courses or services 

... and many more. And Don' t Forget! CS B is holding its offered by CSB 

famous Yard Sale on Saturday 30th September. please call on 258 4998 or 258 5652. 
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Royal Automobile Club of 
Australia 

Australia's oldest motoring club, the Royal Automobile Club of Australia, 

was established in March 1903 to provide its members with personal service 

and superior dining, accommodation and recreational facilities in the heart 

of Sydney. Today's concept of motoring would be almost unrecognisable to the 

founding members; however, they would stili immediately Identify the Club's 

magnificent renaissance-style premises. 

RACA is superbly located, a shorl walk 

from the Royal Botan ical Gardens, the 

historic Rocks area, Ci rcular Quay, the 

Harbour Bridge, the Art Gallery of New 

South Wa les and a ll fo rill s of public 

tra nsport. The building has bee n 

s ubstantia ll y updated to offe r a 

comprehensive range of faciliti es. 

From a quiet meal to a formal lunch or 

dinner, you' ll find the perfect venue at the 

Club. Step into the relaxed lUxury of the 

Gallery, where uniqu e motor ing 

memorabilia and elegant decor combine. 

Dinin g in th e Macq uaric Room is 

reminiscent of days gone by, with Oliginal 

period decor, silver service and a leafy 

view th rough mullioned windows. The 

Imperial Service Bar is a favourite meeting 

place for members and guests. Six elegant 

reception provide a choice of venue fo r 

business and social evcnts. 

There is an excelle nt ra nge of 

accommodation and recreational faci lities, 

including a choice of suites or spacious 

bedrooms, most with views of the Harbour 

or Botanic Gardens. Old-fashioned care 

and attention make Club patrons feel truly 

at home. The mod e rn gy mnasium 

incorporates a s team room and sauna, and 

is the ideal spot for a work-out or warll1-

down aft e r a jog a round the harbou r 

foreshore or the Botanic Gardens. 

Or, if all you want is a peaceful retreat, the 

Reading Roo m is th e a nswer, fu ll y 

eq uippe d w ith co mfo rtable chairs, 

newspapers and magazines, it is a closeJy­

gUHrded secret of ollr regular guests. 

For further information on this or any of 

the arnl iated clubs, please contact the GM . 

T he Royal Automobile Club 

of Austr.lia 

89 Macqua .. ie Street, 

Sydney NSW 2000 

Tel: (02) 233 2355 

Fax: (02) 252 3 131 
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Spoofers Back on Top! 

T he first Bar Quiz to be held on a Saturday drew a goodly number 

of teams, and that while the Churchill was perhaps a mite quieter 

for it being on a Saturday and not the usual Friday, there was a capacity 

number of teams, and a few people thinking of making up a team on the 

night had to be turned down. 

As Barry was away, OM Will cm was 

wearing the hat of quiz master for the night; 

quite a different style to Barry bul110 less 

sliccessful! As for the competition. well , 

it seems that the result oflhe previolls quiz 

- whereupon the Spoofers were thoroughly 

sluffed in to ncar-last placc - may well have 

been a temporary aberration after all, as 

yet again they came out on top. champions 

at the bar ! Still , I won' t go on aboll t them 

here as I'm sure their heads are already 

big enough - let's face it, if they can 

balance thei r prize bucke ts on them ... ! 

Next Bar Quiz is thi s month, 011 the 25th 

(back to bcing held on a Friday); now is 

the re anyone out there who can thwart the 

spoorers' plans for world domination, or 

at least, their plans for a hat-trick?! 
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The British Club General Committee 2000/2001 

Name 

James Young Chairman 

Nick Bellamy Vice-Chairman 

Sarah Allen 

Paul Cheesman 

David Eastgate 

Michelle Law 

Nicholas Lynx-Lamonde 

Chris Moore 

David Turner 

Leonie Vejjajiva 

Tel 

7125407-9 

9550099 x 713 

271 1265 

670 1100 

672 0123-5 

2954595 

7058011 

7479633 

6186516 

2585560 

Fax 

7125410 

9550300 

678 8658 

670 1101 

672 0127 

2954595 

3153337 

7479677 

279 1234 

2610925 

Email 

asiapac@mozart.inct.co.th 

nbellamy@th.mweb.com 

sarahem@ksc.th.com 

paul.cheesman@zingasia.com 

da vide@loxinfo.co.th 

stephen.iaw@ recaiLin.th 

nicholas@bkk.loxinfo.co.th 

chris@lasanne.com 

day Iturn@mozart.inet.co.th 

warft@loxinfo.co.th 

Club Staff 
Willem Pentermann 

General Manager 

Barry Osborne 

Operations Manager 

If you have any suggestions or queries about the British Club and its activities 
please contact any member of the General Committee, or contact the management at: 

Tel: 2340247 Fax: 235 1560 Email: britclub@loxinfo.co.th 

----------------------~ .................. ----------------------

Malte the most of your 
British Expatriate Status 

Many expatriates believe, mistakenl" that UK tax concerns 
only UK residents - a misconception which can prove 
expensive. It is essential to receive expert professional 
advice if you are to be free of the UK tax net and capitalise 
on being an expatriate. 

Examples of costly mistakes include: 

• Failing to claim the tax refund due for the year 
of departure. 

• Falling foul of the complicated residence rules which 
d'1termine J.1K tax status. 

• Wasting the potential benefit of indep13ndent 
taxation of husband and wife. 

• Misunderstanding the new 
Self-Assessment system. 

"The Fry Group 
100 years of service 

• Failing to plan for a return to 
the UK. 

Head Office: 
Crescent House, Crescent Road 
Worthing, Sussex, SN It lRN, England 
Tel: Worthing (01903) 231545 
Fax: (01903) 200868. Offices ihExeter 

Established in 1898, we provide a comprehensive tax 
advisory and compliance service which has helped more 
than 200,000 British Expatriates to reduce 
their tax liabilities. 

Our booklet "The British Expatriate" 
provides a guide to the most important 
ways to make the most of your. expatriate 
status. For your free copy simply 
complete and return the coupon below. 

r-------------------------------------------~~ 
To,Wilfred T. Fry Limited, Crescent House, 
Crescent Road, Worthing, Sussex, BNll IRN, England. 

Please send me more details of your personal tax advisory 
service, together with my free copy of "The British Expatriate". 

Name 

Address 

Date of intended return to UK 

APB/KEV IBKBG 
~------------------------------------------------------i------------------------------------- - - __ 



Suriyabhandu and Sirinporn Ramnarong 

Suriyabhandu und Sirinpum 

~ A pilot for Thai International Airways , 

Suriyabhandu and his wife are both keen tennis 

players. Sirinporn also enjoys swimming when not 

taking care of their two young daughters aged eight 

and two years old, the oldest of whom attends 

Ekamai lnternational School. In addition to the 

British Club, Suriyabhandu is also a member of 

the Thai Pilots Association and is a qualified Airbus 

A330 flight instructor. Any spare time he has is 

spent collecting Thai stamps, so I suppose that 

disproves the old saying that 'philately ' gets you 

nowhere! 

British citizen Stephen is a Hotelier at Grand 

Hyatt Erawan Bangkok who has been here 

for two months and expects to be here for 

two years. A single Illall (pictured here with 

an unidentified young friend!) , Stephen is 

quite the sportsman , enjoying football . golf, 

squash, rugby and snooker - Damon get this 

man signed up now! Previous postings 

include Indonesia, Korea, Macau and the 
_s_":...p'_"_"_an_d_'c_"_"d ___________ United Arab Emirates. We hope Stephen 

won ' t feel too world-weary here but will enjoy the Club's many facilities and activities. 

Scott Wotherspoon and Su Day 
Scotl works at Unilever while Su is an 

advertising executive at J Walter Thompson. 

Proud new parents of seven-month old Tom, 

they have been here for just two weeks and 

hope to stay for another three years. Both avid 

sports fans , Scott and Su list swimming, 

Robyn Strange 
Joining us with 

young son Mont­

gomery is Robyn 

who works at the 

Australian Embassy. 

Young Montgomery 

_,-... ;;;;010_ .. is eight years old 

.:::::R.:..ob"y.:.." ______ and attends Patana 

School. Following on fr0111 previous 

postings in Athens, Port Moresby and 

Belgrade, Robyn expects to be here for the 

next three years. She lIsed to play tennis 

regularly (cue some encouragement from 

the Club) but now practices yoga, swims 

and explores Bangkok with her SOil. A fan 

of adventure on land or sea, Robyn finds 

that "the adventure of bringing up Mont is 

now taking precedence." 

David and Elizabeth Bishop 

David and Elizabeth 

scuba diving, tennis , mountain biking, Originally from Blighty, David and 

marathon running and squash amongst their Elizabeth have now spent over twenty 

Scot! ;md Su 
many interests and I'm sure they'll find years abroad in Panama, Sweden, South 

....:::::.::::::..:.:.:::::----------- something to keep them occupied here at the 

Club during their time in the big mango. We look forwar~1 to seeing them and young 

Tom at the Club soon. 

Deirdre and Paribhan Vajrabhaya 
Deirdre and Paribhan, or 'Tor ' as he likes to 

be known, are both involved in Thai ' real . 

estate' and are hoping to stay in Thailand 

"forever". Deirdre originally hails from the 

States and has been here for five years now. 

She and Tor are both keen tennis and squash 

players whilst Tor also likes running and golf 

and Deirdre likes volleyball, waters ports and 

pool. They state eating as their main pastime 

--'.To"cc:".:.."d"O=-,:::i,.:.dcc., ___________ and Deirdre has an intriguing party-piece that 

she refuses to disclose! Perhaps time will help reveal this secret as we get to know them 

down at Lhe Club. 

Africa and Singapore. They have been in 

Thailand for nine months and expect to be 

here for five years, meaning they've got 

lots of time to pursue their many interests 

including rock climbing, scuba diving, 

boxing, tennis, rugby, latin dancing, 

photography and hang-gliding. David is 

Managing DirectorofSKFThailand whilst 

Elizabeth is described as a "Lady of 

Leisure"! They have two grown-up 

children - Cesca who is nineteen and 

studying fine art and seventeen year-old 

pre-mcd Alex. 
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LIKE TO I(NOW WHAT YOUR 
OPTIONS ARE? 

IT'S SIMPLER THAN YOU THINK 
For further details and a free analysis call Gavin Broad 

on 252 8405, alternatively fax this form to us on 253 9500. 

Name: __ _ _ _ __ _______ _ _ __ __ _ __ _____ __ _ 

Tel: __ __ _ ____ ___ ______ ________ _ _____ _ 

F~: _____ __________ _ __ ___ __ _______ _ _ _ 

Address: __ ___ __ _ _______ _ _ __ ___ _ ______ _ 

73/8 Soi 4, SlIkhllmvit Road, 
Bangkok 1O1lO, Thailand 

<.. Tel: 252 8405 Fax: 253 9500 
Email: invest@portsmouth-mann.com FRIENDS PROVIDENT 

--- One-stop shopping for life assurance and pensions ---



ec Trip to Coca-Cola 

The Best of America! 

J:2 right and early on the morning of Friday 7th July, a coach carrying 46 

V members set off for the Coca-Cola factory at Rangsit, with Disney videos 

entertaining the 33 children on the gO-minute trip kindly supplied again by Heather 

Tennison. 

We were gree ted at the fac tory by Khun 

Dunkamon and Khlln Narawat and taken 

to the ill -hollse theat re to watch a film 

expla ining that Coca-Cola is the only cola 

worth drinking and why it 's the top-selling 

carbonated dri nk in the world. The only 

they di d n't reveal was th e secre t 

ingredient. 

We learnt more during the lour of the 

factory, such as that all those plastic Coke, 

Sprite and Fanta bott les are made at the 

plant , that the water lI sed in the drinks 

comes from nine springs in the area, and 

that all the wate r lI sed for cieaning bOltles, 

etc, is trea ted in four ponds over a period 

of 60 days before bei ng re leased into the 

sUlTounding ri ce fi elds. 

Aft er the tour was ques ti on-time, with 

members's kids ask ing questions to Khun 

Wiret , Plant Manager and our guide. We 

learnt that there is no d iet Sprite or Fanta 

in Thailand as the diet drink market makes 

up only 2% of the total, that strawberry is 

the most popula r fl avour of Fanta, and that 

in Thailand 60% of Coke is canned, not 

bottled. We also learnt that there are 600 

lI 's the r~'1 1 thing! 

bottles of Coke produced every minute at 

the s ix plants in T hailand. This plant is the 

largest son drink factory in Asia, yet it has 

only 210 stafr. 

Then we tucked into a Happy Meal, kindly 

brought from the MeDon aids in Future 

Park Rangsit (though the BC prov ided its 

own French fries!) . T he sta ff fro III McThai 

gave all the kids a Happy Meal toy and 

played games with them (and a few of the 

adults!) for over half an hour. 

A family magie show fo llowed, with Mr 

Derek Rull and Khun Le k gelling plenty 

of audience part ici pa tion (willing or 

otherwise !). To round off the day there was 

T-shirt painting. face painti ng. Plaster of 

( 

Paris model painting and I thi nk we even 

managed to paint a few of the walls as ('j 
well .. . 

Just to wrap up our day of the best of 

America (well , it was Independence Day 

week) we all fill ed up with doughnuts and 

Coke to keep us going on the trip. home. 

Thanks to all the staff fro m Coke and 

McDonalds for a fun day out , and to the 

Club staff involved in helping it to be a 

I. ) 
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Poomdee International 
Home School 

We offer 
• a high quality primary education 

(Y 1-Y8) based on the UK National 
CUlTiculum 

• small classes 
a green environment in central Bangkok 
a convenient location near the BTS 

Poomdee International Home School 
5211 Sukhull1vil53 Bangkok 10110 Thailand 
Tel: (662) 2587964-5 Fax: (662) 2587706 



Pots with Everything 

r he overcast but dry morning of Saturday 24th June saw 76 members board 

the Tubtim boat - most of them bussed from the Club to the pier by song 
Ihaew - and set off up-river to Koh Kred, an island in the Chao Phraya opposite 

Pakkred some 30km north of Bangkok, in Nonthaburi Province. 

buffet or s trolling arou nd the beautiful 

tropical grounds, while the kids were 

entertai ned with face painting, ba lloon 

sculpting and clowns. Derek Rutt 's magic 

The cruise kicked offill style with a buck's lime crush drinks in coconut shells on the show was inte rrupted twice by I ighl 

fizz breakfast (minus the champagne for 

the kids!), after which the 30+ children 

pi led down to the lower deck and were kept 

thoroughly absorbed for the whole trip 

with cartoon videos, drawing and plaster 

of paris model paint ing. Just over an hour 

later, we pulled in at Koh Kred, an island 

created in the 18th Century when a canal 

was dug to by-pass a bend in the river, 

isolating the Mon population on the land. 

We had two hours to spend on the is land, 

so several decided to walk around the 

island, although r do feel that some did so 

only having heard Barry 's gross under­

estimate to walk it of "about an hour" ... 

several famili es were seen staggering 

towards the boat over an hour and a half 

late r, exhausted! Some even put half of 

north side ncar the pier did a roaring trade, 

and cou ldn ' t c ru sh fruit fa st eno ugh! 

Others opted for the more leisure ly stroll 

up to thc northeast corner of the island, 

si te of the leaning chedi , Wat Poramai and 

the fa sci natin g mu seum of re li g ious 

arte fact f; and all sorts of urn-elated tat in 

the wat grounds, and then rollnd to the 

nu merous ShOpf; o n the no rth f; ide, 

exploring active kilns and watching the 

potters at work. 

Then it was back on the boat for a short 

trip to the mainland and the exquisite Suan 

Thip restaurant, where Khun 0 and two 

cartoo n characters (onc of who m was 

hav ing di stinct problems balanc ing his 

head!) were waiting to we lcome the 

members and escort them to the stunning 

their family on a motorbike tax i to the pier, private sala.The adul ts then sat back for a 

and the woman preparing fresh orange and le isurely afternoon tucking into a delicious 

showers, but both he and the audience were 

reasonably effortless ly moved inside the 

sala, where a couple of parents, especially 

Mark Verheycn, were merc ilessly made the 

b utt of mag ic tri cks, to the great 

amusement of the kids. But don ' t believe 

me, look at their faces on the pies. 

All too soon it was lime to board the 

coaches and head home. We realised how 

lucky we'd been with the weather that day, 

as we hit the British Club in the most 

almighty squall. 

From aLi the comments I overheard during 

the day, this was another successful trip , 

and that despite coming so soon all the 

heels of Khao Yai; the discovery of a linle­

promoted day-out destination and plenty 

to occupy the kids. 

Gaynor 
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8C Trip to «Of> Kred 
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8C Trip to Kob «red , 
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$a:va~ $r3aO~ 
~eJbP~ .9f&o-uf 

Open YOllr world to a clear sky combined with 
the natural beallty of tl1e sea 

SlInset Cruise ... watch the slln go down behind 
the scene at Koh Samet 

Enjoy your hOliday with someone special 

A different atmosphere, happiness, impressive 
facilities, YOll can find it all ... 

at Rayol1g Resort 

BEACH t. CONVENTION CENTER 

BANGKOK OFFICE 
TEL: (02) 255·2392 fAX: (02) 255-239 1 

RAVONG OFFICE 
TEL: (038) 651-000 fA X: (038) 651-007 

Website: http://www.rayongresort.com 
E-mail: booking@rayongresort. com 



How do you pack a memory ? 

This is what sets us apart from other removal companies. At Four Winds International Moving Ltd. 

we like to think that we don't just pack and move pictures, furniture or photographs. We 'd much rather 

I I 

I ':"1 believe that we're in the business of moving people's memories. Mementos of their travels around the \. • 

world and through hte Itself. 

It's a way of doing business that has seen us grow to over fifty locations worldwide and establish a 

reputation of moving people's homes safely all over the world. 

N ext time you're moving, give us a call. Tel. 681-0036, 681-0037 

WINDS 
FOUR WINDS INTERNATIONAL MOVING. YOUR LIFE, IN OUR HANDS. 

FOUR WINDS INTERNATIONAL MOVING LTD. 

\16/80 Nonsee Road, Chongnonsee, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 

Tel: 681-0036/37 Fax: 295-4163 E-Mail: fwth@bkk3.loxinfo.co.th 

. \ 
\ 


