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to have been distilled exclusively THAI-AUSTRALIA CO., LTD. Members interested in the various Club activities listed
from a selection of the best wines TELEPHONE 391-0250, 391-0252 should contact the Committee Member responsible.
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This turns out to be a bumper issue, reflecting renewed
activities after the holidays and - lets give them credit -
some results of the General Committee's efforts. The specta-
cular items are provided by Entertainments but in Food and
Beverages, House and Grounds, Sports and other departments
steady maintenance and improvements are there to be seen.

Membership figures and the status of Ladies are of interest
still, as evidenced in Letters, On the former, the informa-
tion provided on page 5 may still some erroneous argument.
Correspondence on the latter is puzzling - those in favour
of equal rights seem to be attacking each other!

I also take this opportunity to comment briefly on the letters
in September's Outpost from Mrs. Piper, and Mr. Leete (whose
credibility seems now to be in question - see this issue).
Mrs, Piper compares the politics (nasty word) of a country
with that at a club,. This does not seem valid. A country
depends on children, therefore mothers and (by civilization)
therefore wives for continued survival. A club does not. The
fact of being born determines ones nationality and in the case
of UK entitles one to free false teeth in old age. Membership
of a Club is, however, an achievement undertaken by choice
after the necessities of life have been taken care of. I
would expect the politics to be dissimilar. Mr. lLeete's
charter was quite a broadside, His point number 5 admits a
degree of irresponsibility among members which should be
deplored. The BC is not large and depends very much on
responsible attitudes being taken on important matters. This
should not be too much to expect.

Sticking my neck out, I detect some inaccurate ideas about the
nature of equality. If Ladies want it, are they (or their
husbands) prepared to pay for it? It not, their idea of
equality is different from mine. Why do married couples think
they should have a "family" - which means reduced - subscript-
ion? Is the service they each require from the Club less than
the service required by a single person? Married bliss is a
great achievement but are the aspiring single people, who
usually are younger and therefore less well off, really
expected to subsidise them? This is not equality. Lazy think-
ing won't do.

We're trying to do a late scoop this issue by covering the
Terry Scott Club Night - photographs and all - after Edit
Night. So if this Outpost is a day or so late we beg your
indulgence,

Finally: 1T think the waitresses are super, don't you?

Tan Hill, Editor

Nolices lo Members

TAX ON ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS

As of 1st January 1983 a five percent tax will be
levied on Associations and Clubs, based on gross

turnover, excluding subscriptions and entrance fees.

The Committee have decided that this tax will be
passed on to members. Bills will be over-printed
"plus 5% Tax" and the actual amount added to the

monthly statements.

The 5% tax will also apply to the sale of coupon

books, sports equipment etc. etc.

KHUN ADISAK KAMKHANTI

Assistant Manager

The General Committee is pleased to announce confirma-

tion of Khun Adisak's appointment as Assistant Manager.

The Club welcomes Khun Adisak to the Management team.
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NEW MEMBERS:

The following were elected to membership of the Club in

- .[. d i a3 1 v i
September 1982: 600 rend in Last Five Years
Ordinary = August |
-] |
Mr, A. Bohan Chartered Bank (%) _
Mr. R.0O. Butterworth Crown Agents " //’/’/’,’\hﬁah\““ahhh___ﬂ___}
Mr. R.G. Dodsworth Thai Shell E § P ol 500 = :
Col, B.J. Harrold British Embassy w3
Mr. J.B. Hyde Lepetit (T) Co. Ltd. . = i
Mr. J.A, Scott Safcol Thailand Ltd. ¢ E =
Mr. M.J. Sharples Union 0il Co. of Thailand
Mr. D.R. Small AF1 (Thailand) Ltd. =
e
400 2
Non-Voting &
Mr. R.H.D. Lewis-Bryan J.L. Morison, Son § Jones -,
£
Country 8
Mr. R.T.G. Davies Cargill Ltd.
: ¥ ' T T
Ladies Privileges 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
Mrs. M-A Chirathivat YE AR
L »
Associate |
Mr, H. Braendli Diethelm § Co. Ltd.
Mr. O.P. Jersing Seismograph Service Ltd. | : g
Mr., A. Normann Dumex Limited Membership Flgures by Category
Dec 77 Dec 78 Dec 79 Dec 80 Dec 81 Aug 82
Hatees of Membershs &
( '. )4 e e Y 4 / -
B 7iee) (/ - {/:’)}1/( U/ﬂ (4 Ordinary 357 376 404 421 375 370
The current membership status is as follows: il - Candidate v i = ' 30 42
Ordinary 375 Non-Voting 8 17 12 9 3 5
Non-Voting 6 > ¢
Associate 37 Associate 3 13 24 30 32 32
Ladies Privilege 39
Up-Country 21 L.P. 25 30 36 50 39 38
Candidate 39
TOTAL 517 Up-Country 9 6 19 26 23 22
Absent 698
GRAND TOTAT 1215 TOTAL 402 442 495 536 502 509
§ oy o . S S SSSESSCESE=SSS==SSSSSSS==SE =SSO oo ST S C S CSSCSESSSSS=s=========




Why just sit in
a phgél\lgflen you

canrelaxin 1

British Airways took

free drinksand your very

the leadinlooking after the tl-le own Club check-in.
business traveller. We Onlonghaulroutes
created our Club to speci- ®40 you get a wider, more
fically cater for your needs. rltls comfortable seat and a

Now youcanbaskina choice of main course at
little extra attention. meal times.

An exclusive cabin, my British Airways Club.
special snacks or meals, It’sinaclass ofits own.

We'll take more care of you.

%eé{y Clob Events

MONDAY 7.30 p.m.

Bridge

TUESDAY 9,00 - 12,00

Ladies Squash

4,00 p.m.

]

Swimming Training

THURSDAY 4,00 p.m. Swimming Training

SUNDAY 12 noon - 2.00 p.m, Buffet Lunch, Poolside

6.00 - 10,00 p.m. Buffet Supper, Dining Room

Please note that the new postal code for the Club is
BANGKOK 10500, This should now be used on all cor-
respondence to the Club in order to avoid any postal

delays.

AFTER THE
CROSSWORD
WHAT IS THERE?

VIDEO!

Watch a film of your choice in the
comfort of your own home.

Short term rental available for video,
television, air-condition, refrigerator.

/s
286 ~ 3833
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Fly has been disturbed from his mid-year siesta by much activi-
by in the Suriwongse Room recently. He thinks the blokes are

trying!

He learned that the considerable efforts to improve the Dining
Room in all respects are coming to fruition and resolved to
flit down there soon for an aperitif. Fly made a note that
children under 10 are welcome at all times, but since his are
unruly he intends to avoid bringing them after 8.00 p.m. on

weekdays.

A discussion about supplying Real Ale proved initially promis-
ing, but logistics and costs defeated the idea and Fly's brains.
Fly wonders if the enthusiasts could do some more homework on
this - he'd like to taste a drop.

Fly perked up on hearing talk of reviving Croquet and Bowls on
the back lawn. Shades of Edwardian summers, and slinky bar-
maids too! With the tennis courts in action towards the end of
the year, the BC would offer the best variety of sports in
Thailand!

L % & * % * % * %
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CLIVE. AND WENDY MILLER have been around since early 1979,
and have made many friends, been stalwart supporters of the BC
and mainstays of the Golf Section. Outpost 1is particularly

grateful for their excellent writing, photographs and cartoons.

We all regret their departure and wish them well.

* % * ik * % * % **
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Mr. Norman Musgrave (3rd prize) and Mr. David Hayes (eight
highly commended) after receiving their prizes. First and
second prizes went to Mr. Norman Scott who was unable to

attend the ceremony. The ensuing Committee Meeting was

remarkably cheerful, Prizes of ,7{“5. whiskey were
- The Boineo™€
kindly presented by J rz Qnee amﬁmy

¥ %k %k Kk %k %k %k %k %k 5k %k k k k k k k

Qucte Of She Montth

"These are the BEST CHIPS that I have tasted in Bangkok
for FOUR YEARS'" -- Les Vize overheard in the B.C. Bar,

% % % % %k %k % %k % % % )k %k ¥k % * %
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Hot-winged on a tour of south-east Asia with Derek Nimmo's
production of '"A Bedful of Foreigners" Terry Scott and his
charming wife Maggie proved on 26th September that the British
Club can be woken up on a Sunday evening. This event was
fully booked within a few days of announcement and the lucky
120 were not disappointed.

Our new waitresses must have been surprised to see the bar so
full at 7,00 p.m. but coped well and at 8.00 the assembly
adjourned to the Suriwongse Room - looking splendid for the
occasion, as usual - for the traditional dinner and 1loyal
toasts, The fare was smoked mackerel followed by Hawaiian ham,
thep BC trifle (everybody's favourite), cheese and coffee, all
Zss%sted by Club wines and more exotic fluids according to
esire,

Apparently not fortified enough, Mr. Scott Younger commenced
his introduction from the pulpit with "Our Father....", then
went on to explain that Terry was raised and schooled, but
not educated, in the town of Elton John (Watford). Terry
started working life as an accountants' clerk (appropriate
laughter), then had a spell in the Navy, then got a job as
stage manager in rep. theatre and we all know has been in show
bl? ever since, his most famous show being "Happy Ever After"
which is still going strong.
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Terry mounted the rostrum and was immediately involved in a
battle with an incalcitrant microphone. A true professional,
he inspired much hilarity before dispensing with the mechanics
altogether, and announced the title of his address: '"I'm
Alive". He certainly is! In a self-portrait quiz he gave
answers about himself thus: Happy? Yes; Successful? Yes,
Wealthy? Yes; Big-headed? No! He then confessed to being a
little uncertain about what his audience wanted: 1like the
famous lady's seventh husband, he knew what to do but not how
to make it interesting. He also confessed to being a sex
maniac and gave us an epitaph he composed for himself: 'He
believed in sex after death; that's the only reason he went."

Terry proceeded to entertain his audience with brief autobio-
graphy, anecdotes about show business personalities, self-
commentary ('"I'm basically honest -- at one time I was paying
83% income tax!''), philosophical comments (''no-one grows up;
adults just forget the simple loving and forgiveness possessed
by children') and intriguing diversions, all liberally inter-
spersed with jokes.

Commenting on the ingredients of success, (talent, guts and
luck), Terry said this applied to everyone's field, and regard-
ing his luck he described first: buying a suit with two
pairs of frousers and on first wearing burning a hole in the
jacket and second: turning up to view the Grand Canyon only
to find it closed.

Then he had a terrible thought: Wedgie Benn! At one stage he
annourced that the Irish Samaritans had gone ex-directory.

Replying to questions, Terry complimented Margaret Thatcher
for speaking her mind and sticking by what she said, but he
regretted she was not a man. Why? Terry explained that many
men mistrust women and Mrs, Thatcher's following would increase
if she had the operation. Terry described his funniest
incident (for others) on location as the time he went through
the scene wearing briefs which were demonstrably too brief,
and the most consistently funny comedian in his view was
Julian Orchard.

Terry explained that one incident had taught him not to expect
applause at the end of a performance. After a successful
evening entertaining a working men's club in Yorkshire there
was no applause. So he asked one man why. The reply was "I
don't get applause when I come out of pit!"

Nevertheless the BC applauded warmly. Mr., Younger complimented
the speaker and sent best wishes to the cast of "A Bedful of
Foreigners', and presented a Club Tie to Terry.

The British Club thanks BRITISH AIRWAYS for making this highly
successful event possible.

11




Clocb Night Phroles '

A (Punch lines)

Top Table gets the best jokes,

"Your mother's on the roof

and won't come down!"

but laughter is infectious

12

«esss Pinnochiol!"
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Sollers

The Editor,

Outpost "
The British Club s 8 September 1982

Dear Sir,

SPOUSES' MEMBERSHIP

Your indulgence please for a reply to letters in August and
September Outposts. First, separation and clarification of
the issues; membership for women on equal bases and shared
rights for married members.

Messrs: Helmer, Piper and Leete propose that married members
should share their spouses rights; presumably husbands of
women and wives of men would equally qualify,

This suggestion has no bearing on womens' rights, sex equality
etc., it is simply privilege for married members and their
children at the expense of the single. Ms. Piper reasons that,
because the U.K. tax system has allowances for unsalaried
married women, single members of the British Club should
subsidise members' spouses.

Mr. Leete's confused remarks about sex equality and relevance
seem illogical and obscure, it would doubtless be unenlightened,
impertinent even to ask for facts and reasons to support his
assertions,

[f married members are to share their rights with spouses,
then, either the single should pay half married entrance fees,
deposits and subscriptions (these are almost equal at the
moment), or, mutatis mutandis, be able to nominate a friend
to share their rights.

Inured to rough water by long naval service, accurate naviga-
tion shows that the purchases and subscriptions of the 20%
of members who spend most in the club (half single) provide
monthly income of three times entrance fees or more than total
other subscriptions.

I do agree that the club and committee members should
objectively, carefully and fully consider all reasonable views,
However, some of the otoise, didactic, dogmatic and unwarranted
parts of recent correspondence can safely be ignored.

Yours sincerely,

G. Cowie
14

The Editor,

OQutpost
The British Club 4th September 1982

Dear Sir,

How extraordinary it is that Mr. Leete's campaign for sexual
equality (Outpost September) in the British Club, does not
extend to allowing ladies into the Bangkok Hash House Harriers.
Both organisations do have some striking similarities, but
Mr. Leete is adamant that the Hash should remain an all male
preserve, presumably for the ''unenlightened on expense
accounts."

I think that I am in need of a 1little illumination on this
point.

Sincerely,
M Eins
R.J. Ellis

(E23)
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'l certainly beats pacing up and down .’
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Castrol always up-front

Up-front in lubrication technology for more than 80 years,

Up-front in satisfying the ir‘?creasfng.’y demanding standards
of the worlds top vehicle manufacturers.

Up-front on the international race tracks and rally circuits.
And up-front in tough stop-start city driving.

Whatever vehicle you drive, get up-front performance and
longer engine-life with Castrol.

Cst 217/81 8
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e ey asrol, always up-front .

Ehcstmes all

FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 is the date for this year's
® 2] .
Premier Clod Evend!

THE evening's celebrationsn will start at 7.30 p.m.
with %Cﬁ[al% on the Front Lawn and at 8,15 p.m.
%Qz}j'[m @thﬂé’/) will be served. There
will be dancing until the small hours to the strains
of "Montano" - a Filipind band whose repertoire covers
all types of music, and there are some great door
e~ olorline Tookels, I mas
@aadc’e&, Shorls éagmﬁmn/ and so

: In addition to all this our M.C. for the night,
gfcaﬁam g/fft//tncgfan has some surprises
up his sleeve! Competitions, elimination prizes and
forfeits will continue to make the evening a really

great success.

WE'RE keeping the price of tickets at 42?{55;67 each
- same as last year. Numbers must be restricted to
300 so sign up early to avoid disappointment. The
Register will be open at the beginning of November.
More news later but put the date in your diaries now!!

Dress - Red Sea Rig or National dress.

17
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WE'RE entering the final quarter of 1982 and your Fntertain-
ment Committee has not been idle in organising lots of func-

tions which we hope will have wide appeal.

On Wednesday October 20 another CLUB NIGHT has been arranged
featuring that famous scribe and humourist, M.R. AYUMONKOL
(Uncle Ayu of Bangkok Post fame!) Watch for the register at
Reception which will be open from Monday October 4,

BAR—VIDEO continues to be popular and comfort is assured by
being able to move to the Suriwongse Room from the Bar if
necessary, Our last one, featuring Benny Hill and Ronnie
Barker was very well attended and the next offering is on
Wednesday October 13 when we are showing the 1960's comedy
film ‘TILL DEATH US DO PART!' (Remember Alf Garnett and family?)
Don't miss it! This is a UK original tape and the quality is
excellent !

Neww ~ A Neve qganmy%/

IN order to provide members with modern movies on the small
screen in pleasant surroundings we are going to hold a DINNER
CINEMA in the dining room on the evening of Friday October 15.
Two T.V. sets will be placed at either side of the room and
tables and chairs arranged so that everyone has a good view.
Dinner will commence at 7.30 p.m. (ordering from the new menu)
and the video, which will be the feature film “CHARIOTS OF
FIRE" is timed to commence at 8.00 p.m. Members may then
watch this very popular show while sampling our new menu. A
register for members wishing to attend this function (limit
- 40 persons) will be available at Reception from Monday
September 27. A small charge of Baht 15 per person will be
levied to cover costs of equipment and film hire, with dinner

and drinks at normal menu prices,

18

FIREWORKS NIGHT this year will be on~ Saturday November 6
and will take the form of a BBQ at the Poolside (no muddy
grass this time!) with the fireworks on the front lawn thereby
affording a good view for all. The bonfire will be on the
back lawn. (There's not really anywhere else for it!) A
charge of Baht 20 per person (children under 5 years free)
will be levied in order to cover the cost of the fireworks

and thereafter BBQ, drinks etc, are at normal prices for those
who wish to partake,

PLEASE sign the Register if you will be attending indicating
the number of persons in your party(excepting the under -5's).
The Register will be open from Monday October 18 and the
evening will be "compered" by Graham Millington. (How do you

compere a fireworks display?)

FINALLY - the X’MAS BALL - Friday December 17. Preparations

are almost on schedule. Don't worry -- it will be alright on
the night!! -- and it's going to be one to remember!!

% % * % ** ¥ % vk

P.S5. Put these dates in your diary now!

WED Oct 13 - Bar Video "TILL DEATH US DO PART!"

FRI Oct 15 - Dinner Cinema (Register open now)

Limit - 40 persons

WED Oct 20 - Club Night - M.R. Ayumonkol (Register
open Oct. 4) Limit - 110 persons

FRI Oct 29 - Film "“LOVE WITH A PROPER STRANGER"
SAT Nov 6 - Fireworks Night (Register open Oct. 18)
No limit
FRI Nov 26 - Film "PLAZA SUITE"
FRI Dec 17 - Christmas Ball (details later)
19




Golden

For a little more than staying

Kashmir v i s b

Famed for Sightseeing, Pony Trekking,
Trout Fishing, Camping, Big & Small

Game Shooting, Etc.

e

s Bedroom
Full Board Available at very Reasonable Rates.

Sitting Ronm.
Contact:

KADIZ BOKTOO & SONS
KOLAHOI TREKKING & TRAVELS
P.O. Box 217, Srinagar Kashmir Cable: PRIVILEGE, SRINAGAR
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Although the BC and the Chiengmai Gymkhana Club do not have
reciprocal rights, the British Club has received a cordial
welcome for BC Members to use the facilities of the CGC. The
following is an extract containing relevant information.
e " @

Those members of the British Club who visit Chiengmai on a
temporary basis and wish to make use of the Chiengmai Gymkhana
Club facilities will be made most welcome. Rules 11 and 12
currently in force at the Chiengmai Gymkhana Club will best
suit their needs.

Rule 11: (Visiting Members)

Any person temporarily resident in Chiengmai may, on be-
ing proposed and seconded as a visitor by two members,
one of whom shall be a member of the Committee, be
eligible for visiting membership. Such nomination
shall be recorded in the Visitors book. The visitor
shall pay such fees as the Committee may set from time
to time and publish in the bye laws.

A visiting member shall be entitled to the privileges of
the Club for a period not exceeding two months in any
one year; these two months shall run consecutively or
at any time during the twelve months, always provided
that at their expiry a person shall not be eligible for
re-nomination as a visiting member until six months have

elapsed. Visiting members shall have no voice in the
management of the Club and shall not be eligible to
introduce strangers. Members of the British Club,

Bangkok, are entitled to all the privileges of the Club
as visiting members,

Rule 12: (Strangers)

Any member may bring not more than two strangers into
the Club and shall enter their names, and his own, in a
book kept for the purpose. No stranger shall remain in
the Club after the member by whom he was introduced has
left, nor shall any stranger be introduced more than
twice in any month, except by the invitation of the
Committee. Members shall be responsible for the
observance of the Club Rules and Bye Laws by their
guests. Strangers shall not sign chits, nor shall their
names be entered in the Pool Book.

/Continued over
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The Chiengmai Gymkhana Club has little or no restriction or
qualification for membership and is actively recruiting
persons for membership.

The C.G.C. hopes that B.C. members will make use of the
Gymkhana Club when visiting Chiengmai and that B.C. members
will feel free to call on B.C. Up-Country Members resident in
Chiengmai so that necessary introductions can be made.
LI

The British Club thanks the Chiengmai Gymkhana Club for their
hospitality and information, and extends an equally warm
welcome in Bangkok to C.G.C. members.

SOLUTION TO SEPTEMBER'S PUZZLE

PLIECRKEED T ASSIES

The clues are quite straightforward when one comes to sort

them out.,
(i) All Tasmanians can speak Strine (3).

Therefore (ii) All Tasmanians are eligible for the British
Club (5).

Therefore (iii) All Tasmanians prefer Kloster to Singha (7).
Therefore (iv) No Tasmanian ever takes a samlor in Silom (2}.

Therefore (v) No Tasmanian carries a photograph of Bob
Hawke (9).

Therefore (vi) No Tasmanian can be registered as a squash

player (4).

Therefore (vii) No Tasmanian is ever invited to the Chairman's

parties (6),

Whence (1 and 8) we arrive at the conclusion : No Tasmanian
enjoys pickled peppers.

* & * % * % %* % * %
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Modical Trealment in the UN

CHARGES TO VISITORS

The following information has been prepared and issued by the
Department of Health and Social Security and the Central
Office of Information 1982, U.K.

From 1 October 1982 visitors who receive treatment from the
National Health Service will generally have to pay for it.

The charges will not apply to people who
e have been in the UK for 12 months, or
e have come .to work or settle, or

e are the spouses or children of people settled in the
UK, or

are UK crown servants, or were resident in UK for
10 years and retain certain links of residence with
UK while working abroad, or

e * are UK state pensioners, or

e * belong to European Community country, or one with
which the UK has a reciprocal arrangement.**

Students will be charged unless they have started their
studies in UK by 1/10/82.

Further details may be obtained from any UK embassy, consulate
or high commission; in the UK, from any Health Authority.

VISITORS ARE ADVISED TO TAKE OUT ADEQUATE MEDICAL INSURANCE
COVER.,

* The exemption does not necessarily apply to non-urgent
treatment.

** Austria, Bulgaria, Channel Islands, Czechoslovakia, Falk-
land Islands, German Democratic Republic, Gibraltar, Hong
Kong, Hungary, Isle of Man, Malta, New Zealand, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sweden, USSR, Yugoslavia,

/Continued over
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Medical Treatment in the UK (continued)

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR VISITORS TO UK

TOURISTS should take out health insurance before travelling,

or immediately after arrival in UK (go to an Insurance Broker) .

STUDENTS should check whether the college or sponsor is
arranging health insurance for them and their dependents, 6 3
not, ‘insurance can be arranged with one of the bodies listed

below,

SPECTALISTS IN STUDENT HEALTH INSURANCE IN UK:

British United Provident Association Ltd.
Provident House

Essex Street

London WC2R 3AX

Endsleigh Insurance Services Ltd,
Endsleigh House

Ambrose Street

Cheltenham

Glos

Private Patients Plan
Eynsham House
Tunbridge Wells

Kent TN1 2PL

Western Provident Association
Culverhouse

Culver Street

Bristol BS1 5JE
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Dont just admire

Dimple-

enjoy 1t

‘Superior de luxe Scotch Whisky

by John Haig & Co. Lid.,
Markinch, Seotland.

Sol ibutor: The Borne (Thaitand] Lid




TREES OF THAILAND, NO. 4

Cocoreed 3

Coconuts are found along the shores of 1land in the humid
tropics all around the world, and it seems that ocean currents
have helped to distribute them: Experiments have shown that
coconuts which had floated in the sea water for three months
were still able to germinate - this would be long enough for
a coconut to float 3,000 miles.

Coconut palms grow to a height of about 20-30 m, over a life-
span of 80-100 years. Like other palms they maintain a fairly
constant number of leaves throughout their life: 25-30 usual-
ly, and these can be 6 m long and weigh 10-15 kg. Each leaf
is divided into leaflets (pinnae) which can turn to catch the
sun's rays. Coconuts need a lot of sunlight and so will not
grow well in cloudy areas; along the coast they avoid shade
cast by other vegetation by growing outwards across the beach.

In coastal areas, coconut palms find the ecological conditions
they prefer: sandy soils which are not water-logged, little
change in temperature between day and night (because of the
temperature-regulating effect of the sea), high humidity,
abundant water supply and only short dry periods, Coconuts
can also be grown away from the coast, if the conditions are
right.

The coconut is made up of several layers. In the centre is
the milky fluid and the embryo of the palm tree. Around this
is a whitish jelly-1like layer which is the copra beginning to
form. Then there is a hard shell which has three 'eyes' - one
of these is a soft area in the shell through which the growing
embryo can push its way to form a new palm. Outside the shell
is a thick layer of fibres called 'coir' which can be made
into matting. Finally, there is the hard, smooth outer layer.

Coconuts give both food and drinks. Unripe coconuts are cut
down for the clear sugar and slightly fizzy liquid they
contain. If allowed to ferment this becomes slightly alcoholic
'toddy’. As coconuts ripen (this takes about 1 year from
flowering) the milk disappears and is replaced by white 'meat'
called copra. This may be shredded and dried to give
dessicated coconut.

+++ Continued on page 28
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Trees of Thailand (continued)

A coconut palm will start to produce coconuts when the trees
are 5-8 years old and continue to do so without a break, for
60-70 years. Throughout its ‘useful life the palm will produce
;-6 coconuts every month: maybe 3,500 fruit altogether. This
is enough to give about 1 ton of copra which is either eaten
as coconut or pressed to obtain coconut oil. The 0il can be
mangfactured into soaps, candles, cosmetics, and fat for
baking and cooking. This lifetime's harvest of nuts will*also
have yielded about 300 kg of coir for matting and shells that

can be burned as fuel, used for bowls and ladles or even for
buttons and musical instruments.

Most of-the world's coconuts are grown in Asia  (29.4 million
tonnes in 1980, or 83 per cent of total production) ; Indonesia
and the Philippines are the leading producers. Coconuts reach-
ing Europe and North America are usually imported from Central
America and Ivory Coast, Thailand produced 51,000 tonnes of

coconuts in 1980, mainly from the Central Plains and coastal
regions.

by Jacqueline M. Piper

Bangkok, June, 1982,
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(Cartoon reproduced from
the magazine of the Harvey
Grammar School, Folkestone
Kent.) '
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LADIES LIAISON .
GROUP

A.A. MILNE'S POEMS

We were given a treat on Tuesday 24th August thanks to the
efforts of the ladies Liaison Group in general, and Veronica
Helmer and Michelle Burles in-.particular,

The Liaison Group had come up with a truly excellent idea to
help entertain both young and older children over the
holidays. On Tuesday mornings at the British Club children
of members were invited to gather. The elder children
rehearsad a selection of A.A. Milne's Christopher Robin and
Pooh Bear poems, and the little children made the props,
scenery and some of the costumes for the actual presentation
of the poems on Tuesday 24th. These activities were followed
by a video showing of a children's film, which the children
all enjoyed.

Veronica Helmer rehearsed the elder children and produced an
excellent show, and the children are all to be congratulated
on their performances. Michelle Burles organised the little
ones (with the help of some brave mothers) in the making of
the props and scenery, culminating, on Tuesday 24th before
the performance, with them making sweets and chocolates to be
passed around the audience (an enjoyable but very sticky
morning!)

After the performance a special lunch was organised in the
New Sala for the actors and audience which finished events
off well.

The whole affair was a truly inspired idea, enjoyed by
children and parents alike, and the Ladies Liaison Group are
to be heartily congratulated,

Submissions for inclusion in the November issue must
reach the Club by 20th October.

Compiled and edited by:

Ian Hill - Editor

Duncan Niven, Gordon Burles, Brian Brook
Advertising Manager - Mr. Pravit

Advertisers please contact Mr. Pravit at 252-7222,
252-7616, 252-7755 or contact The British Club Manager.
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Neww Records... 4 Yy Cares

Herbert von Karajoan

DIGITAL DELIGHTS FROM KARAJAN

ELEGANCE in performance -- elegance in conducting. That means
one thing -- The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra and Herbert von
Karajan. Deutsche Grammophon have released a recording in
digital of favourite classical 'tit-bits' which are popular
with a myriad of listeners, titling the disc 'Karajan-Digital'’
(DG 2560 061),

Opening the recital with the first of Holst's 'Planets Suite',
Mars,_ von Karajan conveys to us the composer's acutely
des§r?pt1ve imagination. This Bringer of War movement is
str1k1ng}y depicted in the orchestra by euphonium against
drgm ostinato, the relentless accumulation of martial tension
being accentuated by delightful horn-playing, the ending being
fully impressive on full orchestra. Two Jacques Offenbéch
1tems, 'Orpheus Overture' and the lovely Barcarolle from Tales
of Hoffman provide contrasting moods, the latter reminding us
of the operatic moment when Giulietta, in the magical stillness

of the summer night, sin i
’ gs with her guests th
sensuous barcarolle, ’ SR AT e
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Perhaps the 'Magic Flute' Overture of Mozart (one of the most
beautifully balanced preambles in existence) is best-known of
the choices, with its darting swallow-dives and busy little
themes that flutter like butterflies' wings - really enchanted
music, this. Devotees of more modern music will relish a
delightful performance by van Karajan and the Berlin players
of the 'Classical Symphony' of Serge Prokofiev, the light
notation, concise transparent, and varied with sharp modula-
tions welded into the elegance of the melodic 1line being
splendidly achieved, The .Gavotte -- heavily measured -- and
the 'furioso'Finale are well contrasted, artistry and imagina-
tion coming at all times from both composer and conductor.

But Johann Strauss is not overlooked in this performance of
‘classical pops', for the ever-fresh 'Blue Danube Waltz',
horns, woodwings, termolando strings, gives us twelve minutes
of Viennese music played with as much elegance as it surely
deserves.

Orchestral playing at its very peak,

'"THEY are the kind of guys', Sy, Oliver said about the Mills
Brothers, (Swing is the Thing : Decca MOR 535) 'who tip their
hats when they meet a lady'. That may not sound much, but it
describes elegantly the brothers who for more than 50 years
projected one of the politest and still one of the most
propulsive of all: group singing styles, Their sound was
always rich, well modulated, beautifully blended, and forever
swinging, as the sixteen tracks on this album proves. Ranging
from 1936-1939, the record gives all that was so compelling,
so brilliantly entertaining about their performances since
they starred with Victor Young, The Boswell Sisters, Bing
Crosby in the phenomenal success 'George White's Scandals'.

No matter which track you select, there is always a musical
thrill in store. Just listen to the 'wash-wah' trumpet effect
in 'The Song is Ended', the 'brass' ensemble during 'Shoe
Shine Boy', and the scat moment of 'Jeepers Creepers', These
'four boys with only a guitar' simulate orchestral effects
perfectly with amazing realism all through the recital,

Perhaps the three 'gems' are the 'all orchestral’ Ellingtonian
‘Caravan' (hark to the trombone followed by both muted and
open trumpet), 'Little Old Lady' (immaculate vocal blend -
rhythmically unfenced at opening), and the brilliant arrange-
ment of the final track, 'Qrgan Grinders Swing'.

But every number is a winner - a musical experience - from
'one of the most spontaneous-sounding groups of all time'. A
Must.
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