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THE BIGGEST KNOWS
WE'RE THE BEST

illey chose JVK Inie_rnunonul _
Movers - Thailand's best. '-I
What more can we say.

_FALLIED
PICKFORDS

In Bangkok telephone: 379 4646. Regional offices in Dhaka, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Rangoon, Rayong, Vientiane and Phnom Penh.
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Award-winning Emirates
now flies you to the heart of Bavaria.

Munich via Dubai, six times a week.

From lst November, Emirates will fly to Munich six times a week. To celebrate, we're offering
all Business Class passengers the choice of either a free 2-ni ght stopover in Dubai ina;'.lutiil'lg hotel, visa and
transfers, or duty free vouchers worth US$105 to spend on board or at Dubai Duty Free®. What’s more,
we'll provide you with complimentary chauffeur-drive services to and from the airport in both Bangkok and Munich.

So fly the Airline of the Year 1999 to Munich, and arrive in the heart of Bavaria in style.

Bangkok - Dubai Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun
Dubai - Munich Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat

Daily flights from 3.1.2000
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Emirates

BE GOOD TO YOURSELLI. FLY EMIRATES.

FyALID 15t NOVEMBER UNTIL 31st MARGH 2000. 'AIRLINE OF THE YEAR 1999' AS VOTED BY SUBSCRIBERS TO THE OFFICIAL AIRLINE GUIDE (QAG). OVER 150 AWARDS, OVER 45 INTERNATIONAL DESTINATIONS.
FOR MORE DETAILS CALL YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES ON (662) 664-1040. www.ekgroup.com
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The contents of this m ine are not necessarily the opinion of
i :ral Committee or the management.

On the Front Cover:

Squash Handicap Champion David Eastgate
New members Chris & Shiao-Ling with
sponsors Ged & Sarah
Bridge players Colin, Brian, Bob and Chris
Shelagh Weekes and Diane Du Mont going zulu!

New member, Doug Allan, making use of the BC gym
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Tel: (038) 716199, 716200-1
Fax: (038) 424005

Tel: (662) 747 1705-10, 747 3081-7 Fax: (662) 3989821
E-mail: david@guardforce.co.th

42/14-15 Moo 5 , Sukhumyvit 103, Nongborn, Prayet, Bangkok 10260 Address= e S L

Guardforce
The Security Professionals

N OW in l‘:astcrn SUH h()a I“d o our opy of SAFE & SOUND, the Guardforce Guide to Home

t complete and return this coupon to
; 15 Moo 5 . Sukhumvit 103,
Nongborn, Pravet, Bangkok 10260
Fax: (662) 398-982
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There's Something For Everyone
The Londoner Brew Pub.

R

3 Spo 5 fans gaihéﬁnefe!

Musicians jam here!

Real ale

TRt

B 597 UBCIl Building, Bassment B104, Sukhurmvi 33
! Bangkok 10110, Thailand, Tel: 261 0238-40 Fox; 261 0237
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€rom the Editor

I love November! My diary is full of cngagements from Scottish dancing and live
theatre to fancy French dining in Lords and the amazing Ploenchit Fair, not to mention
a 10-day trip to England to see my family and deliver the Chrissy presents - which I
haven't bought yet. | haven’t even made a list. Frightening, but we’ve only got 50 shopping
days left to Christmas.

New Members Night at the beginning of October was a riotous affair. The bar was
packed with new and old members, jostling for position at the buffet table and keeping
the bar staff on their toes. By the time I'd exhausted myself taking photographs of the
new bunch, the buffet table was bare! A lesson well learnt for next time - indulge in the
freebies first, take photographs second. For new members, it’s a great evening for breaking
the ice with other members and for chatting to the Committec and Club staff to find out
what's happening at the BC. My husband was down there (oo, scouting for talent for the
soccer section. If any of you new guys know the top end from the bottom end of a
football, then I understand the soccer section wants you! As for me that evening, well
besides standing around starving, I was waiting, camera ready and with bated breath,
for a certain new Aussie member to sashay through the pub doors garbed in tight black
pants and cuban heels. Among our new members (according to the New Member
Information Forms) is the current Latin American Ballroom Champion of Thailand and
Southeast Asia. (Can this really be true or was it just a bit of tomfoolery and artistic
licence in the form filling?) I was seriously ‘wowed” and dying to meet him. To my
disappointment he didn’t show, but for me and all the other dance-loving members of
the BC, I'll try and catch up with him later for an interview - and some free lessons!
The annual Surin elephant round-up is fast approaching and I thought I'd make a plea
now to all those attending to be ready with your cameras, and to let me have copies of
your photos. Perhaps one of you hardy, adventurous souls will do an article for a future
edition of Quipost. 1 really would appreciate it.

New in this month’s issue is the puzzle on page 27. Take time to practice on this one as
next month there’ll be another double grid puzzle with prizes for the first two correct
entries. Margaret Miller, our puzzle compiler, mentioned to me that members used to
contribute mathematical problems, number games and brain teasers to keep readers
amused. Perhaps some of you more numerate members may like to do this again?
Finally, my thanks to Mrs, Carolyn Tarrant MBE, Honorary Chairman of BCTFN, for
letting us have an article on the Ploenchit Fair being held on Saturday, 20 November.
Do mark your diaries with this date as the Fair is an exciting day out, a great place to
buy your Christmas cards and presents, and the money raised helps support the needy of
Thailand. See you there.

Wit olen

—

Sherry Conisbee
Editor

The Editor
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€Eroam the Manager

As I'write this message (10 October) for the November issue of the Club’s magazine,
the Surawong Sala upgrade has still not been completed. The project was supposed
to have taken four weeks but currently we are up to eight and a half weeks and still
going! As | mentioned last month, we have had numerous problems with the sandstone
floor tiles and in addition the roof beams had to be strengthened. By the way, there’s no
truth in the rumour that the roof is about to fall down! T hope that once the new furniture
arrives and the Sala is fully operational again, that the results will be worth the wait and
members will be able to watch tennis and enjoy the outdoor comfort of the sala in peace.
My apologies go to all members for the delay in re-opening and for any inconvenience
it may have caused.

November sees some of the best events on the Club’s calendar. Guy Fawkes Night at the
Club on 7 November is always spectacular and an event not to be missed, then there’s
the (fully subscribed) trip to Surin to see the elephant round-up. This is one of those
‘must-do-once-at-least’ trips. The Loy Krathong family evening is also very special and
then, if all of that is not enough, we host the St. Andrew’s dance practices every Monday
in November on the front lawn, and there are five Mondays in November this year!! All
Club members and members of the St. Andrew’s Society are welcome to attend the
practices.

Tickets for the Christmas Ball on 11 December are on sale now. Please hutry as the 500
plus tickets always sell quickly. Finally, to see the century out, we have the BC cruise to
watch the fantastic display of fireworks on the river. This New Year’s Eve we will also
be having a relaxed, casual family evening to welcome in the New Year at the Club, so

for anyone who is still in Bangkok and has nothing planned, then why not join us.

Thomas Bain
General Manager

Tom Bain - General Manager
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Management Oews

Qoops, what a blunder - a photo in last month’s Ouipost
was wrongly captioned! The fit-looking bunch pictured
here are in [act the dream team from the Londoner Brew
Pub who were the winners of the inaugural Tug of War
Competition held at the BC last August. The miscaptioned
photo in the last issue was the team from The Barbican
wha put up a good fight, but not good enough! Thanks to
David Williamson of the Londoner for pointing this out -
and 1 reckon the BC GM owes everyone a pint for the
errorl - Sherry

St. Andrew’s Dance Practices
start 1 November

Join us for a reeling good time at the Club
every Monday in November, starting on
Monday, 1 November. The annual “Beat
the Retreat” is on Wednesday, 1 December
and the Post-Ball breakfast starts at the
Club at 6.00am on Saturday, 4 December.

Curried Theatre

12 & 13 November

‘Hot Currie Theatre’ of Singapore proudly
presents ‘The Expat Wife’, a new comedy
of expatriate proportions! Starts at 7.30pm
in the Suriwong Room of the BC on Friday
12th and Saturday 13th November. The price
is B750 which includes a curry buffet, This
will be a thoroughly entertaining evening

so why not book now at Reception.

Surin Elephant Round-up
19/20 November
With 80 people having reserved seats, this

trip is also fully booked and we are unable
to obtain any more places on the train.
We'll keep a waiting list in case there are
any cancellations so contact Khun Weena
in the office if you want to be wait-listed.

Loy Krathong
21 November
Celebrate the magical Full Moon Festival
with a traditional Thai buffet on the back
lawn of the BC. Wear your finest Thai

costume (there’s a prize for the best) and
bring your Krathong to float, or buy one
from the Club. B270 for adults and B200
for children.

Chateau de Meaume Wine
Dinner

26 November

Join us in Lord’s Restaurant for a special
5-course dinner with a difference. A
specially selected wine from the Chateau
de Meaume Vineyard in France will

accompany each course. So you know,
Chateau de Meaume is a French vineyard
but British-owned. Alan and Sue Johnson-
Hill will give a talk about the wines on
offer, and special pre-Christmas prices will
be available to diners. The cost is B850 and
this includes a glass of brandy. Limited space
is available so please sign up quickly at
Reception. The evening is sponsored by
Khun Tom of PTK Marketing and
Management.

Hansel & Gretel at the BC

4-6 December

Bangkok Community Theatre presents
Hansel & Gretel, an interactive children’s
play for the young and young at heart! The
show will be performed in the ‘Suriwong
Room’ twice daily at 2.00pm and 4.30pm
and refreshments (not included in the ticket
price) will be available before and after the
show. Tickets are B200 for adults and B150
for children. Sign up at Reception. (Also
see page 15.)

British Club Christmas Ball
11 December

Mark you diaries now for a sensational
night under the stars. Truly this BC
Christmas Ball, the last of the millennium,
should not be missed. Tickets at B1,250
per head will be on sale at Reception from
Monday, 1 November.

Christmas at Lords

Bookings are now being taken for
Christmas Day lunch and dinner. Seats are
filling up fast so hurry and book, either at
Reception or Lords Restaurant. Remember,
you can enjoy traditional Christmas fare
in Lords starting on 7 December.

New Year's Eve River Cruise
All aboard Tubtim 1 and Tubtim 2 for our
traditional cruise along the river. If you are
in Bangkok, it’s the best place to view the
spectacular firework displays. Tickets are
strictly limited so book early. Contact
reception for further details. Tickets go on
sale on 15 November. Over 14s only for
safety reasons.

New Year's Eve Family Affair

If you’re not much of a sailor a;?you wish
to enjoy a family celebration at New Year,
why not join us at the Club for a family

barbecue and disco poolside. Reservations
accepted from 15 November. Book early
for this one!

Obituary

Col. Hugh Docherty
Passed away 26th August, 1999

Col. Hugh Docherty, Chairman of The British Club from 1972-1976, sadly passed
away in England on 26th August, 1999 aged 79 years.

Hugh was a colonel in the British army and served as Staft Officer in the Bangkok
Head Office of SEATO (South East Asia Treaty Organisation) founded in the
mid 1950s. During this time, Hugh was a regular visitor to the British Club and
an active member, very interested in all aspects of Club life. He left Thailand on
his retirement from SEATO, but for several years after he returned each year for
the annual Christmas Ball at the Club. This was a measure of his loyalty to the
British Club, and for the life he so enjoyed and appreciated here in Thailand.

On behalf of the many British Club members who remember him fondly, our
sincere and heartfelt condolences go to his wife, Joan, and the rest of his family

and friends in England.

Sherry Conisbee
Editor
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-3 The Big Scrum

F annual “Pink & Black Rugby Ball” held recently at the Grand Pacific Hotel marked

another brief chapter in the colourful history of the British Club Rugby Section.

RILEYS PUB & Gafe' gpy

Sportemans Glb
16" October 1999

“ only Bapy 100;000.!}00

1-63.4

{
1000,000 [

Rileys Pub and Cafe owner Mrs. Surindir Morgan (left) receives a thankful hug from the well-padded chairman, Jon
Prichard, whilst Pub Manager Khun Nee and Mr. John Morgan hand over the sponsorship cheque.

The highlight of the evening was Chairman
Jon Prichard confidently delivering his
annual address to a highly respectful
audience, cowering from a barrage of
bread rolls and other missiles, thrown by
most of the 230 guests. Sensibly Jon had
come well prepared, sporting an ice hockey
goal keeper’s protective wear, complete
with helmet and (unnecessary) padding for
the testicles. If only our aim was as good
in the lineouts.

Predictably, the evening started late with
a collective reluctance of the drinkers to
shift into the dining area. This delay in
getting something solid into the bellies
seemed to have slightly impaired our
master of ceremonies, Mr Bruce Jackson,
who became more like Steinbeck’s Lennie
than the acerbic Canadian we know and
love. David “Fish” Salmon, was given one
of the longest send-offs in sporting history,
certainly outstripping the likes of Bradman
and Barry John,

The Rugby Section is saddened by the
imminent departure of “Fish”. Voted Club
man for his magnificent contribution to the
rugby team this year, both on and off the
field. Fish will be sorely missed, If there
is anyone else out there who can cajole 20
delicate bodies onto a rugby ficld by the
airport for a 2:00pm kick-off, please give
us a call asap.

The disco proved to be a huge success and
the dance floor was packed well into the

wee hours, It was refreshing to have a DJ
who knew the age of his audience (old)
and played the music of our younger years,
instead of subjecting us to the mindless
throbbings of “house”. Roger Fitzgerald
could swing to Bill Haley, Bruce Hill could
jump to Madness while those without bald
heads and large stomachs enjoyed more

contemporary sounds after the older
generation had passed out.

The most pleasing aspect of the evening
was the very gencrous sum of 50,000 baht
that was raised (or “Baan Rachawadee”, a
home for mentally and physically disabled
children in Pakkret. The Home has asked
us to purchase an industrial washing
machine. The Rugby Section and Baan
Rachawadee would like to thank all those
who contributed.

The Rugby Section is greatly appreciative
of our sponsors, Rileys Pub, Cafe and
Sportsman’s Bar (Soi Nana Sukhumvit),
and we would like to thank Surindar
Morgan for her support of our club.

We encourage all BC members (o stop by
Rileys’ and take advantage of their big
screen for major sporting events,

Special thanks should also go to Vinno, a
doyen of generosity, who picked up the tab
for the pre-dinner drinks.

Andy Davies

Andy Davies explains about the charity donations. Is that a
frog in the mouth expression or what?

&

The MC Bruce Jackson at an early stage in the evening -
he was not using Duracell batteries!!

NOVEMBER 1999
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@loenchit Eair

BCTFN explained

C ontributions to Thai charities by members of the British Community in
Thailand reach back to the war years.

In 1968 the United Kingdom Committee
for Thai Charities (UKCTC) was formed
to organise and run the Ploenchit Fair and
disburse the funds there raised throughout
the subsequent year. Committee members
personally visit the charities, ensure the
smooth running of the projects and the
application of funds. Over the years the
UKCTC has given direct help to groups in
need through the provision of various basic
necessities and equipment to improve
health care, nutrition, education, agricultural
projects, the disabled and self-help schemes
throughout Thailand. The list of recipients
of donations is endless and includes charitable
funds, foundations, institutions, hospitals,
schools and many other needy groups.
The Ploenchit Fair is the only UKCTC
fund-raising event at present. Over 2,000
members of the British community
voluntarily organise and run over 75 stalls
and British companies donate goods and
materials and help to meet the costs of the
Fair. Last year Ploenchit Fair raised over
5.6 million baht when 22,000 people joined
us in the Embassy gardens for the event.
Earlier this year, Foundation status was
approved by the Ministry of Interior and
the British Community in Thailand
Foundation for the Needy (BCTFN) - the
successor to the UKCTC - was formed under
the patronage of the British Ambassador,
Sir James Hodge. This change ensures the
Trust is fully in line with Thai legislation
and will strengthen our ability to continue
United Kingdom support for the needy in
Thailand.

2 A

he magic of Ploechit ir m

The British Community’s annual blockbuster
fund-raising event will be held on Saturday
20th November 1999, 10.00am - 5.00pm.
Everyone is invited to make this the biggest
and best fun-fair ever.

The magic words ‘Ploenchit Fair’ conjure
up nostalgic smiles at the thought of the
traditional British Community’s annual
moment of glory. You’ll meet everyone
you know at the Fair during the day and
especially on the Back Lawn in the
afternoon, where the Crown & Anchor
pub, Champagne & Wine Bar, Guinness,
Bobby’s Arms and Angelini’s, amongst
others, feed and refresh thousands whilst
enjoying our afternoon of entertainment.
As usual, the closing of the programme
will be a jazz concert from Thailand’s top
saxophonist Khun Tewan and his band.
This year, Dr. Penguin’s Magic Circus will
be joining us - with special performances
for the kids in their own Children’s Theatre.
The theme is a typical British fairground
with lots of games of chance, stalls selling
produce and inexpensive goods in Petticoat
Lane, a Ferris Wheel for the kids, Treasure
Island, Bingo and loads more. There is
something for all the family, young and
old, and our high-street favourities, Marks
& Spencers and Boots, will have special
items on sale. Most British companies in
Thailand will be with us at the Fair - would
you recognise the Standard Chartered
Manager in the Water Drop stall, or how
would you like to take your chances with
a pistol and your friendly insurance man

from CGU? There are lots of donated
prizes to be won on all the stalls and several
airline trips including a British Airways
holiday in London and a Thai Airways
flight in the Grand Raffle. Castrol/Honda
have two motorbikes up for grabs and there
are hundreds of bottles of whisky on
Adrian’s Bottle Stall. It’s a full family day
out - s0 do join us and bring loads of cash
(beware pickpockets) knowing that all
money raised will be donated by the
BCTEN to Thai charities.

The British Ambassador, Sir James Hodge,
will open his gates at 10.00am - please do
join us, it's an event not to be missed.
Come in a taxi if you can and bring plenty
of shopping bags to take home your prizes.
For further details of the Fair or BCTEN,
please call Carolyn Tarrant on 390 0797.

Carolyn Tarrant
Honorary Chairman, BCTFN

NOVEMBER 1999
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, t had to happen - after an impressive string of victories, the BC Casuals were

finally beaten 5:2 by new team ITV in the Social League. What can we say? ITV

[

were young and fit; BC were not so young and far from fit.

The training gang gather around Gez Doran, broken leg and all!

The match was fairly physical and Tony
Distin suffered a nasty back injury which
will keep him off the field for some weeks.
Fortunately we bounced back with a gutsy
4:4 draw with Patana School after a
weather-enforced break. On this occasion
we should have wrapped up the win by half
time but in true British fashion we allowed
the other team to catch up just for the hell
of it! Congratulations to Junior (an Arsenal
supporter and football aficionado of
course) for the first BC hat-trick of the
season in this game. Thanks also to Bruce

Darrington for taking a turn in goal - we

Afler the football, the food - courtesy of BC catering

must teach Bruce the current rules of
football some time.

For all section members who keep turning
up for the weekend fixtures, please don’t
lose heart. [t may be difficult to get a full
game now due to the number of subs we
have, but once the Farang League starts
and we are fielding two teams every week,
there will be plenty of football for
everyone.

Training on Tuesday evenings at the BC
continues to be well supported. Maybe it’s
the new coloured bibs or the chance of free

curry and beer afterwards, but long may

o = |
Adrian and Lucie Colman. "1 missed the football but the
curry is good!™

You Can’t Win Them All'

the support continue.

The Farang League looks to be up and
running for a start later in the year after
the problem of getting volunteers to
organise it. Not an easy job at the best of
times. Hopefully the fixture list will be
available next month and will be posted
on our notice board.

Our tour party is off this weekend (22 Oct)
to participate in the Phuket International
Cup and hopefully we can improve upon
our performance last year when we were a
creditable last place in the competition. By
the time you get to read this, the tour will
be over and a full report will follow in the
December issue.

If the rain ever stops in Bangkok we may
get to play a bit more football over the next

month!

Enjoy your football,
The Gunner

Match Result Round=-up s

27 Sep: Casuals vs ITV

Casuals lost 5:2 with BC goals from Chris
Power and Junior.

10 Oct: Casuals vs Patana

Casuals drew 4:4 with BC goals from

Junior (3) and Suradej.

New BC member Jim Vessey with his mind on anything
but football

NOVEMBER 1999
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Colin Hastings points out his younger brother in the BC football archives (just joking
Colin)

BC stalwarts Stuarl Edwards and Ray Hughes. Is yellow really their colour?

CAR RENTAL

In the United Kingdom
Iveland & the Continent

We offer the latest, low mileage cars at extremely competitive, fully inclusive

rates throughout Britain, Ireland and the Continent. Thousands of visitors from

around the world use our services year after year. Let us take care of you.

Fax, phone, write or E-mail
for guaranteed same day quotation

——

{53}'25'22‘;\) WILBURY Co. Ltd.

FROM
GPO Box 2672 Bangkok 10501

£13.75

. fier day - &
¥ Thailand

8 Your emotions go through enough when it's time to move
That's why we treat you with good old fashioned care and
Te l’ Fax: 6 5 6 7 7 3 2 : attention while your worldly goods travel safely. Ifyou ever N o
. » hed a tear, it will be for the joy of a new adventura. For "—————T‘w
E-mail: wilbury@topsy-turvy.com [ yournestnove . callDaniel on 02 742 98902
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Goodface Does America

ISCLAIMER: Vaj. Henry Goodface (retired) is a pedantic, misogynistic,
chauvinistic old fool and the views expressed in his column are his and his
alone and do not represent the views of the editor or any other reasonable thinking

individual.

X

“Well hello there, y'all, how'd you folks
lahk my noo Texan drawl?” (chuckle,
chuckle). Not bad, eh? If it wasn’t for me
bowler hat, monocle and tweed suit, I'd
pass for a genuine redneck any day. In case
you are wondering the reason for this
uncharacteristic lapse into linguistic
delinquency, let me explain. I have just
returned from a prestigious speaking
engagement in the United States, at the
invitation of the Chairman and Acting
Grand Supremo of the University of Mud
Creck, Texas, Alumni Association’s Anglo-
American Friendship Committee. Not
exactly the Royal Geographical Society I'd
have to admit, but who am I to complain
with all expenses paid and a US$5,000 fee
to boot. Why that must be worth a good
hundred pounds if it’s worth a penny!
They were looking for something very
British so I gave them my famous speech
on the role of the steak and kidney pudding
in the 19th century English economy.
Needless to say it was a resounding success
though actually I don't think they
understood a word I was saying. The
accent you know.

On the Warpath se—
My itinerary took me first to Los Angeles
and on the plane over I was perusing a
magazine and noticed an article entitled
“Travelling Tips for Visitors to America
in 1830, “Stay on the well marked trails,”

» =8

‘ it read, “don’t stray into
hostile territory because the
Redskins are in an uproar

and the Sioux and the
Arapahoe are on the warpath,
Keep well away from the
Eastern Plains because of

stagecoach hold wups and
dangerous crossfire from feuding
bandits” Well, T thought, it’s a jolly

‘ good thing it's 1999 and there

won't be any of that nonsense.

No sooner had I put down the magazine
than the coloured gentleman sitting next
to me said, “Yo man, this your first time in
LA? Well listen up. Keep on the main
roads, d’yer hear? Stay out of Watts ‘cos
the brothers goin’ crazy down there an’ the
Cripps and the Bloods been popping caps,
you dig? An’ don’t you all go near East
LA, man, cos you get car jacked there man,
or caught up in some drive by shooting,
you know what I’'m saying man?" Greal
Scott! I thought. The bloody Yanks haven’t
improved a thing in a 170 years! When the
plane landed I looked anxiously out of the
window half expecting to see hordes of
screaming savages pursuing the plane
down the runway.

The Land of the Big
Having survived this first scare it quickly
became apparent to me that there are two
words that have no place in the American
vocabulary —subtlety and moderation, For
astart, there was the car they’d sent to pick
me up, known in authentic American
jargon as a “limo”. At first I thought the
Queen Mary had slipped her moorings at

Long Beach and drifted into the arrival lane
of the airport. There was room enough
inside this vehicular behemoth for a

T

battalion of grenadiers with full kit and
field kitchen but I was the sole occupant.
The driver somehow managed to guide this
ridiculous tub out onto the motorway, and
then we were off. We went from one
freeway to another which intersected with
another freeway taking traffic from the first
freeway back to the third so they could
reach the slip road from the first freeway
down to the second freeway and then round
again. I asked the driver when we would
arrive in the city and he said, “This is it.
This is LA man!” Extraordinary! They'd
obviously been so keen to get all these
roads laid down by the time they’d finished
there was nowhere left to build the houses
so everybody spent the whole time driving
around the freeways.

Meanwhile the chauffeur seemed intent on
striking up a conversation. Not being in
the habit of conversing with the hired help,
when the insolent scoundrel asked me
where I was going, I put him firmly in his
place and replied,
business young man, I'm going to Texas.
But this proved to be a grave error. I only
found out later that every American is just
itching to tell you his life story including
intimate details of medical problems and
personal relationships. Once you open the
door a crack, they’re in and nothing can
stop them! “Texas? Why one of my wife’s
cousins on her father’s side is from Texas.
Yessir! Course she had to move out when
her back started playing her up so I said,
‘Hell woman, you jlist come and stay with
us.” But my wife, not the one with the
cousin cos she ran off with a professional
wrestler, well she didn’t like it, so....” And
on and on and on until at last we arrived at
the hotel.

“If it’s any of your

"
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The Alternative View

Yanky Efficiency m—
Once in the hotel the wonders never
ceased. The room was about the size of
two football pitches and all for less than
you’d pay for cubicle sized accommodation
in the worst part of King's Cross. The water
mains must have been dircctly piped into
Old Faithful because when I turned on the
shower I got a jet of high pressure, searing
hot water which knocked me across the
bathroom. It took me a good half an hour
to battle my way through the steam and
spray to get this monster under control.
Then, feeling a bit chilly after my shower,
I turned on the heater. It sounded like a

thermo-nuclear plant coming on line with
great clanking and wheezing noises but
once it was running at full throttle the room
heated up like an oven within the space of
a minute. T swear if I'd been holding a
chicken it would have roasted in my hand!
Battling the first symptoms of dehydration
and heat stroke I managed to crawl gasping
to the machine and turn the dial in the
opposite direction but I'd barely got
halfway back across the room before my
teeth were chattering and my skin was
turning blue as this fiendish contraption
belted out an icy wind which would have
frozen the toes off a penguin.

Thanks to my hardy British constitution I
survived this first encounter with American
over-efficiency and made it on to Texas
for my appointment where I faced my
greatest challenge — the “all ‘merican
dinner”. But more about that another day,
maybe.......... Now you folks have a nice
day d’yer hear? (Chortle, chortle).

Maj. Henry Goodface (Rtd)

Written and contributed by
Damian Jaume (J79)

Bangkok Community Theatre
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merrily presents
HANSEL & GRETEL

at The British Club

4-6 December 1999

performances at 2.00pm and 4.30pm

Magic and mime, clowns and colourful costumes! Although
designed for the under 10s, the child in everyone will enjoy this
unique type of live theatre, which stimulates the imagination and
involves the audience in the action.

Tickets available at Reception from mid November.

Price: B200 for adults and B150 for children

For more information call:

Bangkok Community Theatre - 258 8495
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Magic Eyes Chao Phraya Barge Program

One day adventure on the Chao Phraya River!

November 27, 1999

Come aboard our renovated rice barge and cruise to Pathum Thani. On the way visit a local Thai market and

discover its cultural significance to Thailand. Learn how to cook a delicious Thai meal and visit Wat Pa Lom,

famous for its Asian Open-Billed Storks.

This is a non-profit organisation, and proceeds go to partially fund underprivileged Thai school students to enjoy our programs.

For more information contact:
Bridghid or Gonthong
Tel: 439 4748, 439 4746 Fax: 439 4754
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Through the Lens

f proof is needed that members enjoy themselves down at the Club, then here it is... two pages of photos taken in October

of members and staff doing what they do best. In the case of members, this is eating and drinking!

p '|. \ .
Daoug Allan - a glutton for punishment Angela and Lisa from BCT (with Damon) plotting their next  Nice hand, Judy, but [ should count your cards...! This group

play applicd their own rules to Bridge. Dealer Ken thought it faiver
10 deal the girls more cards than the boys, and Liz, when
prompted for the third time for her bid, replied “Do you think
we should order some chips?”

After a closely fought league maich, in which K. Yupharet

iy i, s - ~
Judy Tuner just couldn’t keep away. Here with the Fitzs.  pipped Martin in « tie-break. Janet and Brian Weavin with the egg ‘n’ chips glow

L L ]

[d2h
R 2065639

AT

Roderick’s favourite spot at the bar Damon gets to go home, sometimes
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Through the Lens

~

ith new and old members in the Churchill

Brian and Gaynor mid [lirt!

Your weight problem starts here

“Team talk and nosh-up at the Football Curry Social
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< Matchplay Time

U's matchplay season! Throughout August and September we were counting
those holes! It culminated in the final of the matchplay competition and the
Ryder Cup. But first things first...

Ryder cup presentation

Prize winner Bridget

Niblicked pemrm————rrey
The Pattaya GeeGees managed to lick us
in the annual Niblick matchplay
competition held over two days at Green
Valley, Rayong and Khao Kheow. We were
three holes down after the pairs
competition on the first day and the margin
widened after the singles competition on
the Sunday. There was a memorable
encounter between Andre and Bernie and
Teresa and Catherine. However, the women
finally humbled the men on the 18th after
aseesaw match. Vice Captain Bernie Adams
presented GeeGees Captain Teera with the
Niblick for the second year running.

Matchplay Final m—
Congratulations to Tony Jeffreys and Hazel
Fazackerley, winner and runner-up of the
first Club matchplay competition. Both did
exceptionally well to make it to the final
after playing six rounds of hard golf, Hazel
began the day by eliminating the other
semi-finalist Mike Staples in a sudden
death play-off after they squared their
carlier match. She then gave Tony a run
for his money but finally succumbed on
the 18th after her only fluffed shot of the
day. Winner Tony was presented with a
very smart new golf bag and Hazel
ascended into heaven with a seven wood.
Special mention also goes to the semi-
finalists Peter Williams and Mike Staples.
Mike in particularly made a special effort
rising from his sick bed after his doctor
explicitly told him to lay off golf for the
next six months.

The plate competition final is still to be
held between Andre Tissera and Peter
Bond. Everybody judged the matchplay
competition o be a great success with
many new players joining in. It will
therefore be held again next year avoiding
the peak holiday time. There will also be
the opportunity to play the matches on
Club Days.

A stableford competition was also held on
the same day as the matchplay final,
Bridget Snow beat runner up Jamie
Woodford by five points with a score of
40 stableford points to see of the rest of
the pack. Her prize? a night for two in
Pattaya... and who is she going to take?

Rydeyr Cup meeeess——
There were not only tears in Boston but a
few also flowed in Bangkok after the
Americans trounced the Europeans again
13.5 to 7.5 points at Bang Sai course near
Ayudhya. The concept was to mirror the
real competition as much as possible with
a combination of foursomes, fourballs and
single matchplay competitions. However
a few people were confused by their
nationality. The United States was
represented by a Yorkshireman and a lady
from Hong Kong! Fortunately the
Americans in Thailand did behave much
better than their counterparts by waiting
for us to putt and not trampling on our line.
A good day’s goll was interrupted by a
severe eleciric storm and at one point 1

counted 30 people in the drinks hut next
to the 6th hole. We waved our beer cans to
the people sheltering under a tree for an
hour as the lightning forked around them.
After the game we retired to the British
Club for tea and medals. Barry put on a
good spread and we watched the real
competition on the big screen. On behalf
of the British Ambassador, Colonel Johnny
Thoyts presented the Ryder Cup (donated
two years ago by Geoff Lamb) to American
Captain Kerry Mattison. Near pin prizes
were won by Randy, Graham Hallet, Nigel
Walker and Kerry Mattison. Breakfast was
planned but as the blood began to flow
Stateside, the Europeans in Bangkok
slowly went off home one by one, tired
and emotional. A lone voice cried “that was
a great day, let’s do it again next year.”
Maybe not next year but we’ll be back. See
you in 2001 !!

Next Outings e
Sun, 14 Nov at 11.42am - Medal at Royal,
Lad Krabang

Sun, 28 Nov at 12.00 - Club Day at Green
Valley

Sat, 4 Dec - Match vs Cocktail Lounge at
Majestic Creek

Sun, 5 Dec - DeeMed Trophy at
Springfield

Sun, 12 Dec - Medal Final at Royal, Lad
Krabang

Karen Carter

Pat, Karen, Teera and Teresa
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Matchplay winner Tony Hazel in heaven Sheltering from the rain

the most of your
British Expatriate Status

Many expatriates believe, mistakenly, that UK tax concerns Established in 1898, we provide a comprehensive tax

only UK residents — a misconception which can prove advisory and compliance service which has helped more
expensive. It is essential to receive expert professional than 200,000 British Expatriates to reduce
advice if you are to be free of the UK tax net and capitalise their tax liabilities.

on being an expatriate.
QOur booklet "The British Expatriate”

Examples of costly mistakes include: provides a guide to the most important
¢ Tailing to claim the tax refund due for the year ways to make the most of your expatriate
of departure. status, For your free copy simply
¢ Falling foul of the complicated residence rules which complete and return the coupon below.
determine UK tax status.
* g;zﬂf;g ﬁiﬁ;ﬁg&dﬁgﬁ;_m SHdepenict [ To: Wilfred T. Fry Limited, Crescent House, i

g ; ing, S 2
¢ Misunderstanding the new Crescent Road, Worthing, Sussex, BN11 1RN, England

Self-Assessment system.

@ Failing to plan for a return to
the UK.

Please send me more details of your personal tax advisory
service, together with my free copy of “The British Expatriate”

Name

Address

- E ; Head Office:
The FI‘Y Group- Crescent House, Crescent Road
. Worthing, Sussex, BN11 1RN, England
100 years of service Tel: Worthing (01903) 231545
3 Fax: (01603) 200868, Offices in Exeter

Date of intended return to UK
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