











































































































Gem

Choosing who will be your jeweller is therefore of prime importance. Trust is
possibly more important than price in this game. Ideally, you should be able to trust a jeweller
in the same way you could trust other professionals such as Doctors or Lawyers.

During your stay in Bangkok, you will probably be approached by touts who will
attempt to persuade you to visit stores or factories where you are assured that will get
unbelievable bargains. It is suggested you politely decline all offers of this type of “help”. If
you find yourself in such a situation the general rule is:

If it is too good to be true, then it is probably just that.

Never buy gems or jewellery from touts or from the stores or factories they may bring
to you. You will be sold low quality gems, and charged outrageous prices. You will not be
amongst the people that will benefit from this type of transaction.

‘Gemstones and jewellery are precious and valuable items. Tragically, Bangkok is the
easiest city in the world in which to be sucked into buying low quality or synthetic gemstones.
The best synthetics even frighten professional gemologists! How therefore is the layman to
know what is a natural or untreated gemstone given the vast range of possible alternatives?

When making a major gem purchase, if you have any doubts whatsoever, get a Gem
Identification Report from a laboratory. Luckily, there are several excellent independent Gem
Testing Laboratories or experts in Bangkok who will, for a small fee, identify and describe
your (loose unmounted) gemstone on a Gem Identification Report. This should be a
standard practice for any gem purchase over US$ 500.

Make your gem and jewellery purchases a pleasure you can

treasure; not a costly mistake. Do not trust intuition, unqualified

sales people or persons who claim to have “been in the business for 30 years”. There is no
substitute for gemological training and up-to-date knowledge and equipment when dealing with
modern synthetic gems and treatments.

Next issue I'll cover the most important factors to consider whilst assessing a
gemstone’s quality. In the meantime should you have any questions about purchasing gems or
jewellery please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Richard McGregor is a Graduate Gemologist who gives many lectures on the subject of
gemstones and jewellery and has recently published a short guidebook directed specifically at
foreigner wishing to buy gems and jewellery in Thailand titled “Your indispensable Guide to
Buying Gems and Jewellery in Thailand”.

Graduate Gemologist

37




Rugby

RUGBY BALL 1993 - LANDMARK
HOTEL - 16t OCTOBER 1993

The British Club Rugby Section would like to thank all their sponsors for their great

support on the night and their support during the season.

any thanks must also go to
Jon Prichard for an excel-
lent job at comparing,

Andrew Mudie for choosing “Best
Pink & Black Person(s)”,Jane, Suzanne
and Bea for organising the evening,
Miquel Sousa of the Landmark Hotel
for doing an excellent job, Tim, Kevin
and Andrew for sorting the girls out
and keeping them on the straight and
narrow, the Rugby Quire that for once
sang in tune, and of course to Holly,
Sam, Nicole and James for helping out
on the night. Also everybody who
came to join the Rugby Section at the
Landmark Hotel and all of you who
have been great supporters during
the past season.

Some people did not quite make
it, the Bangkok Sports Club got lost
and thought the Ball was at the Ori-
ental, too many places to stop off on
the way, Mai Pen Rai next year. Jose
almost did not make it but managed
to finally turn up at 1pm, well better
late than never I suppose. Jane and
Bea managed to totally confuse the
staff at the Landmark Hotel, but
Miquel sorted everything out per-
fectly, we hope he will enjoy his mas-
sage at the Oriental Hotel. Lots of
original entries in the Best Pink and
Black dressed person, black under-
wear (male), first time ever in a dress
(Jan), spotted pink (Peter and Jackie),
prizes were the newly acquired (first
time on the market) pink and black
rugby watches - now available from
Andrew McDowell /Joe Grunwell and
Tim Martin.

How come the amount of cham-
pagne given to the “girls” is more
every year. How many of them will be
there next year? Come on ladies, we
need your help, appreciationinliquid
form. The last people were seen leav-

ing the Landmark Hotel at 6am, after
having breakfast at the coffee shop.
Judging by the amount of red eyes
and pale faces the next day, we must
assume that most of us had a good
time. On to 1994 and another great
Rugby Years.

All the following people need
special thanks, without them the
Rugby Ball would not be the success it
has been over the past years;

Pepsi Cola for supplying all soft
drinks, British Airways-Return Flight
to New Zealand, Hagemeyer Thai-
land for donating the champagne and
supplying the wines for the evening,
Carlsberg Brewery for unlimited
amounts of beer, AMI for once again
donating the cocktails, Hoechst Thai-
land for their generous sponsoring of
one bottle of whisky per table.

Below follows a list of sponsors
in alphabetical order:

Amari Watergate Hotel ** Amari
Orchid Resort ** Amari Boulevard
Hotel ** Ambassador Hotel ** AMI **
Angus Steakhouses ** Aqua Star **
Arnoma Swissotel ** Babich ** Bei Otto
** British Airways ** Club Aldiana
Siam ** Contech Project Management
**Dunlop Thailand ** Gestetner Thai-
land ** Grand Hyatt Erawan **
Hoechst Thailand ** Holiday Inn
Crowne Plaza ** Hongkong &
Shanghai Bank ** Imperial Hotel **
Jones Lang Wootton ** Jardine Tech-
nical Services ** KLM ** Landmark
Hotel " MD Tours & Travel Company
** Mermaids Rest ** Michelin Thai-
land ** Montien Pattaya ** New Zea-
land Air ** Novotel Bangkok ** Ori-
ental Hotel ** Pepsi Cola ** Raja’s
Fashions ** Regent Chaam Beach Re-
sort** Royal Cliff Beach Resort** Royal
Orchid Sheraton ** SGS Thailand **
SGS/CCC ** Shangri-la Hotel ** Siam

Intercontinental Hotel ** Siam Exclu-
sive Tours ** Sika Thailand * Sun Al-
liance Insurance ** TDP Industry **
Thai Shell Exploration & Production
** Thai Shell Company of Thailand **
Tawana Ramada, to all of you thank
you very much

#** A LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS IS
AVAILABLE AT THE BRITISH
CLUB RUGBY

SECTION NOTICE BOARD -
PRIZES CAN BE
COLLECTED FROM THE BC ***

Next month the BC Rugby will
announce the charities they are sup-
porting with the help of the above
sponsors and proceeds from the Third
Annual Rugby Ball.
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Rugby

RucBy BALL 1993 — Pnoro REPORT

Menibers of the Committee g Peter Hutlon won the British Airways ticket to Australia

Andrew & Wendi cheek to cheek Jane Prichard and Jose singing " Better late than never”




Rugby

RucBY INTERNATIONAL 1V vs BC

The International 1V were organised and captained by Paul Meggison. The BC was
captained by Jon Prichard. The BC won 19-7. Below a photo report.

A ; % LR '_

Julian Olds stops Fijian Bula Tui

Graham Carson escapes the clutches of Alf Hodges Swift and Rees combine to stop Carling
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Wottons to the Sditon

Bangkok 1st November 1993
Dear Madam,

Only one “Letter to the Editor” in
the November “Outpost”. strange,
because in a club such as ours, you
only have to sit in the Churchill Bar,
and bring up the subject of Club Man-
agement and wham! You will hear
some very strong points of view being
bantered about.

Mr. Daryll R. Hennig tells us
about some club down in Brisbane.
Good for him, as wenever know when
some of us might be down that way.
Remembering the old platitude, “To
be forewarned is to be forearmed”.
You know, back in the old days as it
were, the British Club was very simi-
lar to that club down in Brisbane.
Womenwerenotallowed inourbarat
any time, notjustbefore 6.00pm. There
was no pool in those days, and it was
not a family club, as we are trying to
keep it today, but a “Men Only”
drinking club. Goin the bar at4.00pm
on a Saturday and it would be thick
with cigarette smoke and drunk men,
still thinking that they were only there
for a quick before lunch drink.

Times have changed since those
gloomy old days, and we now have a
pool and a club that caters for the
whole family, which is nice!

In the “Final Countdown”, Mr.
Nigel Oakins, our current Chairman,
made mention of the recent E.G.M.
held a month ago. I was there, and the
idea of increasing the number of sig-
natures calling foran E.G.M. from the
current “Seven” to “Thirty” caused
such an uproar, the Committee had to
withdraw the motion, before it was
even called for a vote. A lot of us are
still wondering what was behind the
idea in the first place. Was the Com-
mittee seeking ways to protect itself
from Club Members. Surely not, it
wasanoutrageouss proposalanyway.

[ am not trying to attack the Commit-
tee, and certainly not Nigel. Being the
Managing Editor of the Bangkok Post,
I think he has the toughest job of any
of us Farangs in Thailand.

Our Good Chairman then goes
on to warn that without the lifeblood.
of new members, our Club will soon
run into real financial difficulties. We
allagreewith him,and thatwas exactly
the main purpose of the recent E.G.M.
in the first place. To try and find ways
to make it easier, for British and
Commonwealth Expatriates tojoin the
Club. Thereare many herein Thailand
who just cannot afford it. We are too
expensive, especially for those only
here for a couple of years or so, or even
less. What has already been done, as a
result of this last E.G.M., could be too
little too late.

Thereason the motion toincrease
thenumber of Associate Members was
voted down, was nothing against As-
sociate Members. It wasjust thewrong
way to go. We should re-think, up-
date, our membership rules, and make
it easier to become a member. We
have to “Sell” the British Club in a
way that is compatible to current
market conditions.

Perhaps I have heard wrong, but
how many members of the British
Club are aware that out of every new
members entrance fee, Baht 5,000 goes
tothe “Rugby Section”. This was voted
in, asTunderstand it, at an E.G.M. last
year, loaded with Rugby players!
Again, I am not trying to attack our
Rugby players. I only weigh one hun-
dred and forty five pounds, “fine
bunch of chaps”, but it is not in keep-
ing with a “Family Club”””” such as
ours, that any one section should re-
ceive such special treatment, out of
the pockets of all members. It was
even suggested at this same E.G.M.
last year, that every member of the
British Club, be required to pay Baht
5,000 cash to the Rugby Section. It did

Letters to the Editor are written by Members, the Outpost would like to invite the
relevant Members of the General Committee to answer where necessary in next months
Outpost. Outpost will publish all letters from Members, unless their contents are
damaging to other Members or Companies or contain obscene or abusive language.

not go through, but if ithad done so, I
for one would have refused to pay it!
Any wonder we will soon be running
into real financial difficulties.

Surely we should be trimming
our sails to suit the wind. Stop
spending money tostartnew projects.
Consolidate, maintain what we al-
ready have, even cut back a bit.

If anybody wants to turn the
British Club into a Sports Club, a
complete change of direction, then it ’
should beby a full blown referendum,
involving all members, not just the
few that turn up to E.G.M. and
A.G.M.’s. We note that the new Club
Manager is a Rugby Coach, or some-
thing along those lines. No comment
just now, we must wait and see. Give
the Gentleman a chance!

Inyour “From the Editor” column
you mentioned that you had been ac-
cused by one of the members, of cen-
soring members letter to the Editor.
Could that have been me? In a note
that I sent to you last month, on the
subject of advertising, I did mention
that in a Private Club such as ours
Letters to the Editor should not be
edited. Iwas only expressing an opin-
ion, and I am delighted that you agree
with it. I was not accusing you of
doing so, and apologise if it appeared
that way. I think you are doing a fine
job with our magazine, and encour- |
age all members to give you all the
help, with articles and letters, they
can ... But - Bea, please, that article by
Claire Rayner, it denies all human
dignity. As Samuel Johnson (I think)
wrote, “Thereis no humourin vulgar-
ity”. That Claire Rayner woman will
never be welcome in my house, I
would have to keep my eye on her,
lest she would pee on my carpet!

T.T.E.N.
Sincerely,
James A. Reid
R11
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Another Letter to the Editor this

- month, on a rather painful subject for
" the people involved. I did feel this

letter (before publication) should be
read by the General Committee who
advised Outpost to delete the names
of the insurance companies involved.
Outpost wounld like to extend their
best wishes to all families involved

SO YOU THINK YOU ARE
INSURED

On September 26th, 1993 Danielle,
my 15 year old grand-daughter, was
seriously injured, along with twoother
teenagers, in a traffic accident. She

| was the passenger in a car that was hit
' by a speeding truck. The truck hit the

car with such force that it spun the
vehicle around, tearing off a door;
Danielle was thrown into the road
sustaining multiple injuries. Ruam
Katanyoo Foundation workers took
the children to the nearest hospital.
Danielle was almost dead having only
20% of her blood remaining,.

As she was unconscious and un-
able to give her name and telephone
number, we were notinformed until 4
hours later, after she had undergone
surgery toremoveherspleen. Danielle
was unconscious for five days and
remained in the first hospital for nine
days on a respirator with tubes drain-
ing fluids from her lungs. Although
the surgeon who operated in her to
remove her spleen was marvelous,
the ICU in that hospital was unhy-
gienic. She contracted infections of
the lungs and blood. So we moved her
to the ICU at Samitivej Hospital. She
was moved in an ambulance with the
respirator operated by hand, and was
stillinalife thrcatening situation when
she entered Samitivej.

She stayed in the ICU for 5 more
days during which she was found to
have a broken left shoulder, elbow
andrightwrist, necessitating twomore
operations. She came home on Octo-
ber 27,1993 able to walk but unable to
use her left arm and in pain from a
fractured pelvis. She must return to
the hospital daily for physiotherapy
for three months and in two years will

Pottens to the Lditon

have metal plates removed from her
shoulder and wrist.

The suffering caused to Danielle
and the shock and horror experienced
by her mother and family has not in
the least been alleviated by the treat-
ment we received at the hands of the
insurance company and police.

T  hedriver of the vehicle in which
Danielle was riding has an insurance
policy giving coverage up to Baht
1,000,000 per passenger with a maxi-
mum of Baht 5,000,000 per accident.
To date the insurance company has
refused to pay anything, even the Baht
10,000 that I believe is mandatory by
law. The reasons given are as follows:

1. If the driver had been the sole
driver involved, i.e. not in-
volving another vehicle,
thereby making the driver
solely liable for the accident,
payment would be forthcom-
ing at once. But because an-
other vehicle is involved,
blame must be apportioned
by the police and/or the
Courts. No payment will be
made until then.

2. Samitivej Hospital is too ex-
pensive, Danielle should have
received treatment at a gov-
ernment hospital. We should
sympathisewith theinsurance
company and notexpect them
to pay bills at an expensive
private hospital.

3. Iftheinsurance company pays
now and the truck driver is
found to be the guilty party
or, both drivers are found to
be equally at fault, the insur-
ance company cannot claim
reimbursement from the
truck’s insurance company.

I asked the Managing Director of
the insurance company (1) where the
policy states that an injured person
must be treated in a government hos-
pital and (2) where would he seek
treatment for his dying child?
Wouldn’t he want the best treatment
available? Why extend coverage of
Baht 1,000,000 per passenger and ac-

cepta premiumbased on thatamount,
if they do notintend to pay that much
if necessary.

In brief the answer was that the
insurance company will eventually
have to pay but only upon a Court
Judgement as they are only liable for
legal liability. The exact meaning of
“legal liability” is open to interpreta-
tion. Doinsurancesales people explain
this to new policy holders? I doubt it.
Once an insurance company has our
premiums in their pocket we are at
their mercy, they can interpret their
policies in any way they see fit.

The procedures at the police sta-
tionhave been even more painful. The
driver of the truck fled the scene, which
is surely an admission of guilt. This
coward left three children to die. Two
weeks later the police informed us
that the driver had turned himself in,
and in fact had been trying to do so
ever since the accident but could not
find a policeman to -arrest him! He
came to the policestation accompanied
by his employer, the owner of the
truck, together with Baht 30,000 to
bailhimselfoutfromacharge of fleeing
the scene of an accident. Obviously
arrangements had been made with
the police beforehand otherwise how
would he know how much cash to
take to the police station to pay for
bail?

The police were on the scene of
the incident within a few minutes,
and yet only on 28th October 1993,
more than one month later, were any
arrests made. Surely the police should
have been able to determine the cause
of the accident at once.

One reason for the delay was, as
told to me by the Police Captain in
charge of the case, that the insurance
adjusters told him that neither of their
insureds were the guilty party and
asked him not to make any decision
for a while, so the police have waffled
for more than a month at the behest of
the insurance companies. Do insur-
ance adjusters have the authority to
decide who the guilty partiesareinan
accident? It is in the interests of the
insurance companies that such deci-
sions are delayed.

We have paid hospital bills of
Baht 550,000 and treatment will con-
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tinue for another two years at least.
The surgeon cannot, promise that
Danielle will ever recover normal use
ofherleftarm. Whathappens to people
without the means to pay such bills?
The administrator of the first hospital
told usthatnormally they are reluctant
to take X-rays and give intensive,
emergency, treatmenttoaccidentcases
becauseitis the policy of theinsurance
companies in Thailand to claim that
hospital do too much. They refuse to
pay for what in their opinion is ex-
cessive treatment.

If this is true, then it is a sad
reflection upon the ethics of the Thai
insurance industry. What right has a
insurance company to decide what
treatment an accident victim should
receive? We were lucky, the hospital
where Danielle was taken had a doc-
tor who cared for the life of a child. He
did not wait for a down payment or
authorisation from an insurance
company before he saved our child’s
life.

Torecover the medical costs from
the insurance company we now must
sue the driver of the car in which
Danielle was riding, the insurance
company itself, the driver of the truck,
the owner of the truck, and their in-
surance company. The case could take
5 years to reach conclusion if there are
Appeals. There will be both criminal
and civil suits, Lawyer’s fees must be
paid and we must deposit 2.5% of the
amount claimed as Court costs in the
Civil and Appeal Courts.

I always believed that insurance
was intended to help people, to pro-
videa feeling of comfortand assurance
that accident victims can receive
prompt, expert medical attention. This
is definitely not the case in Thailand,
where insurance companies regard
internal procedures and penny-
pinching moreimportant than human
life. You might think that members of
your family are unlikely yo be in-
volved in a serious accident, either as
victim, driver or theownerofavehicle
driven by somebody else that is in-
volved in an accident. Don't we all
think that this kind of thing happens
to other people. Well, it happened to
us.

I advise anyone reading this arti-
cle to check their vehicle insurance
policies and talk to their insurance
agents. Ensure that you are prepared
for what will happen if you are ever
involved in a serious accident. What
you find out will probably shock you.

Leone Vejjajiva
V20

This is amazing, yet another “Letter
to the Editor”, this is the first month
since I have been doing Outpost there
has been so much mail. Maybe all my
dreams come through now and there
will be a regular correspondence in
Outpost which can include all sorts
of subjectsranging from Club policies,
safety, general comments, life in
Bangkok etc. Please keep them com-

ing.

Bea
XX

2 October 1993,
Madam,

Today, 2 October 1993, I learned
with a fair measure of outrage that
Baroness Thatcher visited the British
Club on 5th September. Now it matter
little whether we admire or despise
this lady (I count myself in the former
category) but surely all members of
the Club should have had an equal
opportunity to meet her. The Edito-
rial page plus three pages of pictures
in the October issue of Outpost indi-
cate that members of the Club were
present. How were they selected? Or
dowehavesome new and unspecified
classes of membership?

Frankly, it willnot do. We all pay
the same dues and are thus entitled to
the same facilities. Obviously all
members could not be invited to this
occasion but it is deplorable that only
selected members were eveninformed
of Lady Thatcher’s visit to the British
Club.

I may add that I have been a
member from 1974-1976 inclusive and

again from 1984 to the present. Traffic
conditions now make more than an
occasional visit (perhaps 4-5 per |
annum) impractical and I must seri-
ously question whether there is any
longer any purpose in membership
of such an elitist and undemocratic
club.

I request an explanation, pub-
lished in Outpost, of the manner in
which those members present on 5
September were selected. On the basis
of that reply I shall decide whether or
not I consider the British Club worthy
of continued membership.

Yours in disgust,

Peter Rodgers :
R60

P.S. This is in response to your re-
quest for further letters for
publication.

Reply from the Club
Chairman Nigel Oakins

Dear Peter,

The General Committee were
given instructions by Lady
Thatcher's staff that her visit to
the Club was to be very low key
and for security reasons the
number of Members invited had
to be less than fifty. In comply-
ing with Lady Thatcher's wishes
the Committee had a very diffi-
cult task in deciding who should
beinvited. The Club Managerwas
asked therefore to draft a list
that included current Committee
Members, previous Club Chair-
men, current Club Section
Chairmen or theirrepresentatives
and others that might be appro-
priate. A difficult task indeed,
and apologies to the very many
members who would have wished
to join Lady Thatcher on this
occasion.
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Fhe Final Countdown

IFroM THE CHAIRMAN

few weeks ago I and a dozen

colleagues sat in a two-day ex-

ecutive health management
and stress avoidance seminar. In terms
- of alengthy life, smoking was a definite
minus. I am pleased to report, however
that drinking in moderation (no more
than 3 a day) and maintaining a regular
exercise programme were high on the
list of things that help to keep you alive.
So what does that have to do with the
British Club you may well ask.

Well, one further thing the doctor
told us was thatin all his years of attend-
ing his patients during their last hours,
not one had ever said :“Doctor, I sure
wish I had spent more time in the office
while I was alive.”

The moral, T guess, was that life
should be lived to the full and hopefully
that is where the British Club comes in.
Why not bring the family for tennis,
swimming, orany other of the weekend
activities on offer. Or perhaps pop in for

a quick drink or a meal after work one
night a week. Badminton, Bridge,
Squash and Tennis, all have weekly
“mix-ins” and it is a great way to keep
the body and mind active and more
important perhaps tomake new friends.
That's what your club is for and now
you know you will be adding years to
your life, there can be no excuses.

As this is the last issue of Outpost
for 1993, let me take this opportunity on
behalf of the General Committee to wish
all members and their families a super
Xmas and New Year season.

Nigel Oakins
Chairman

CoMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mike O'Connor
Finance

235-1560 (O)
Joe Grunwell

Sport

541-1970 (0)
541-1436 (F)
258-9509 (H + Fax)
Alex Forbes

Personnel

541-1970 (O)
541-1436 (F)
Nigel Oakins
(Chairman/Personnel)
240-3700 (O)
240-3679 (F)
258-8228 (H)
Des Keane
(Hon/Treasurer/Personnel)
256-7474 B (®)]
256-7473 (F)
Dugal Forrest

(Vice Chairman)
398-3807 (O)
399-1564 (F)
312-5656 (H)

Maurice Lamb
(Entertainment/Sport)

272-4530 ©)
277-9003 (H)
272-4538 (F)
Jack Dunford
(Personnel/House & Grounds)
236-0211 (O)

238-3520 (F)
286-1356 (H)
Colin Hastings
(Membership/P.R./Outpost)
240-3700 (O)
240-3843 (F)
332-7101 (H)
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of Packing perfected...

Packing is rarely a matter of merely
wrapping something.

Does the object need extra or specific
protection against moisture; abrasion; rough
handling; sudden movement?

Are pads, silica gel, tissues, corrugated
paper necessary or even adequate?

Such attention to details, the professional
aim for perfection, characterizes the
American-managed Transpo, Thailand’s
most experienced Moving Company.

Transpo smoothly moves household
effects, pets, antiques and personal

belongings on a worldwide, door-to-door
basis through reputable affiliates in over
130 countries,
Telephone Bill Reinsch or Jim Yarbrough.
They can ensure you are moved anywhere,
To perfection.

TRANSPO INTERNATIONAL LTD,

134/31 Soi Athakravi 3, Rama IV Road,
Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Tel: 259-0116, 258-1110 Telex: TH 82915
international - FAX: (662) 258-6555. 258-6558

Moving Specialists

With Transpo, you can be sure.




A MOVING EXPERIENCE
If you've decided it's time for a change of environ-
ment, you'll want to make sure your possessions
are in good hands when you move. '
And when it comes to handling precious property’
you can count on Thai International Moving &
Storage for sound advice and professional
service to or from all corners of the World.
Starting with the packing, and finishing with
delivery to your new home, we attend to every

I | plants and your pets!
\ ] So whether you're moving across town, or across |
i continents you can rely on Thai International
l Moving & Storage to make the experience a
IT pleasure! :
i When you're contemplating your next move why
i not give us a call? Ask Mike, Marc, or Peter to:
# advise you on how to make your move easier. :

W ] N T ] <1 A
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Thai International Moving & Storage %

279 Soi Navasri, Ramkamhaeng Soi 21 Road, Bangkok 10310.
Tel: 318 6424-6, 318 6466-8, 314 2520-1. Fax 319 8238-9
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