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“Transpo has always done
a fantastic job moving
me around the world.

From Ouagadougou,

Burkina Faso to Bangkok,

Thailand; Out to Honoluly,
Hawaii then back again

b 3 4
to Bangkok!
Antony Zola

Around the corner or around the world, Transpo’s Move Managers
will get your belongings there safely and reliably.

TRANSPO

134/28-32 Soi Athakravi 3, Rama |V, Bangkok 10110. Tel: 259-0116, Fax: 258-6555
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€Erom the Editor

J ust back from one short holiday and already I'm packing for the next, with just
enough time in between to put this, my twelfth edition of Ouipost, to bed! What an
exciting year it’s been and I’'m delighted to be taking the magazine out of one century
and into the next as Editor.

Despite my constant nagging for contributions throughout 1999, it's only now when
I'm full of festive spirit - dark rum usually - that I realise a great deal of time and effort
has been given each month by a great many people to make Outpost a creditable Club
magazine and I feel a quick roll call of names is deserved.

Firstly to all my colleagues at The Creative Partnership, particularly Gaynor de Wit,
without whose guidance a great many more editorial bloomers would appear. A huge
thank you also to our main contributors for their considerable efforts in filling the
pages with photos, write-ups and other entertaining stuff. This includes all those members
who regularly pen the sport section reports, Margaret Miller for her crossword wizardry
and Major Goodface for his alternative views. To the occasional contributors, like Nick
Kosmatos for his travelogues and Bob Wilde for his interesting dips into the past, I also
say thanks and keep 'em coming.

I am hugely grateful to all of the advertisers without whom the magazine would be a
mere shadow of what it is today - a colourful 40-pager of above-average standard. If
your company would like to take advantage of this great advertising medium while at
the same time supporting the Club and its magazine, why not get hold of David here at
The Creative Partnership (tel. 285 4721-3).

Other than to say a swift cheers to the Committee, management and staff for doing their
bit to increase our enjoyment of the Club, I think that’s enough thanks for this year.
This month’s Christmas edition is a bumper issue. I never thought I'd say it, but I received
so many contributions that a few of them had to be kept over for next month. Getting
into the spirit this month is our GM who has been uncharacteristically prolific in
submitting no less than three articles. On the Letters page the sticky subject of the sala
floor is raised, and if you're one of the many members wanting a breakdown of the sala
renovation costs, then the Chairman reveals all in his page. Inside are also some great
photographs of the memorable Royal Barge Procession, courtesy of Gaynor, and the
Puzzle is definitely worth attempting this month as you stand a chance of winning a
bottle of wine. Good luck.

Finally, His Majesty the King of Thailand celebrates his sixth cycle birthday on the 5th
of this month and I'm sure you'll all join me in wishing him a particularly happy and
healthy one.

ks olen
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There's Something For Everyone at
The Londoner Brew Pub.

w |Londoner
Brew Pub
Villa

Supermioel

| 591 UBCII Build ing, Basement B104, Sukhunwit 33
' L..,T_ -_..,.,_,P!’ Bangkok 10110, Thailond. Tel: 261 0238-40 Fax: 261 0237




€Erom the MManager

ere we are in the last month of this century with Christmas 1999 and New Year
2000 just around the corner. Doesn’t the time fly by so quickly. I would like to
wish all members a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. If you are in
Bangkok over the festive season, I hope you will come along and enjoy some of the
many events taking place at the Club.
We have now reached the magical number of ONE THOUSAND members! This is the
first time in the Club’s history that membership has reached this number and it is a
credit to the hard work of the membership sales team.
As I write this, the matter of the sandstone tiles has still not been resolved satisfactorily.
However, the contractors are working on finding a sealant which will stop the staining
but not be slippery. As last month, I apologise to the members for the inconvenience this
has caused and hope the matter is concluded soon.

Merry Christmas

Tom Bain - General Manager

Tom Bain
General Manager
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Wanagement Wews

Christmas Cards

Children's Christmas Party_

The Club has produced its own special
memento Christmas Card (see right) which
is on sale now to members. Ideal for
sending to family and friends *back home’.
Available from Reception.

Hansel & Gretel

4-6 December

Bangkok Community Theatre presents
Hansel & Gretel, an interactive children’s
play for the young and young at heart! The
show will be performed in the Surawong
Room twice daily at 2.00pm and 4.30pm
and refreshments (not included in the ticket
price) will be available before and after the
show. Tickets are B200 for adults and B150
for children.

British Club Christmas Ball

T1 December

Mark you diaries now for a sensational
night under the stars, This BC Christmas
Ball, the last of the century, should really
not be missed. Tickets at B1,250 per head
are on sale at Reception now.

21 December

Sign up the kids for an afternoon packed
with games and filled with excitement with
a special guest appearance by the kids’
favourite character, Santa Claus,

Carols by Candle Light

22 December g

Enjoy a memorable and traditional evening
on the front lawn singing Christmas carols
and tucking into mince pies, shortbread
and mulled wine. The evening starts at
7.00pm. Tickets B290 for adults and B200
for children under 12.

Christmas at Lords

Bookings are now being taken for
Christmas Day dinner (lunch already fully
booked). Seats are filling up fast so hurry
and book, either at Reception or Lords
Restaurant. Remember, you can enjoy
traditional Christmas fare in Lords starting
on 7 December.

New Year's Eve River Cruise
All aboard Tubtim 1 and Tubtim 2 for our
traditional cruise along the river. If you are

The BC’s Big Bang

Definitely the best ever! At this year’s Guy Fawkes Night about 500 members and
guests enjoyed the festivities and there seemed to be millions of kids running

about enjoying themselves.

With a record number of entries in the
‘Best Guy Competition’, David and Linda
Eastgate had a difficult time judging the
winner. But they finally made their choice
and we all moved to the bonfire to watch
the Guys go up in smoke.

The fireworks on the front lawn were a
spectacular grand finale. This year the

display was truly magnificent and many
people remarked it was the BC’s best
performance ever. Special attention was of
course paid to safety and I'm glad to say
there were no injuries of any kind.

As we have all come to expect, the
barbecue laid on by the catering
department was delicious - many thanks

in Bangkok, it's the best place to view the
spectacular firework displays. Tickets are
strictly limited so book early. Contact
Reception for further details. Tickets are
on sale now. Over 14s only for safety
reasons.

New Year's Eve Family Affair
If you wish to enjoy a family celebration
at New Year, why not join us at the Club
for a family barbecue and disco by the pool
from 8.00pm until late. Adults B950 and
children under 12 B700. Book carly at
Reception for this one!

to Barry and his team. The maintenance
crew did a great job in setting everything
up for the evening - special thanks to the
new maintenance manager, Khun Sutin
and his staff, for working so hard.

Last but not least, many thanks to all the
members for coming along and making the
event such a great success.

Tom Bain

(See over for photographs.)
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The best product from the best company offshore

FT

FINANCIALTIMES

Fuange

BEST OFFSHORE
PRODUCT

s el

| Bank of New Zealand

Tailored Offshore Mortgages take account of your individual needs and your
future earning potential. They allow you to save time and money, reducing
the term of your mortgage loan by increasing your gross repayments with an
amount you can comfortably afford, or with lump sums.
Tailoring benefits you in a number of ways:
e by saving you time*, enabling you to pay off a capital and interest

repayment mortgage quickly
e by saving you money*®, lowering interest costs
e by providing an annual review of payments so you can budget year-to-year
e by cushioning you from the impact of rapid interest rate changes
e by allowing you to reschedule payments at any time
e by allowing you to make lump sum repayments penalty-free
e by allowing you to let your property to generate income or service your loan
We also offer complementary tailored financial services:
Special Rate Deposit Accounts exclusive to variable rate mortgage customers
Trust & Company Services providing consultancy, formation and management
services.
To appreciate the savings you can make, phone Northern Offshore Banking
and Financial Services on (+44 1624) 629106. We will be pleased to send you a
repayment demonstration and further details. Alternatively, contact our Group
Representative in Thailand, Glenn Collins of National Australia Bank Asia on
(662) 236 6016/7.

(N
N“HTHEH" Avstralio Bank Asia

OFFSHORE BANKING
& FINANCIAL SERVICES

FT

FINANCIALTIMES

Finance

BEST OFFSHORE
COMPANY

Confidence through Strength, Northern Offshore Banking and Financial Services is a member of National Australia Bank Group - one of the world's largest international financial services organisations.

.ﬁ:ﬁ.u Natioast Bank | al:\?lllﬁlllﬂlhk Y Yorkshire Bank | Whﬂ*ﬁ* #nmmm

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT,

SEAVICES ARE PROVIDED BY MORTHERN BANK LIMITED, DOUGLAS BRANCH AND NORTHERM BANK TRUST COMPANY (OM) LIMITED. THE PRINCIPAL FLACE OF BUSINESS IN THE SLE OF MAN IS SIXTY CIRCULAR ROAD, DOUGLAS, [SLE OF MAN. NORTHERN BANK LIMITED
15 INCORFORATED BN NORTHERN IRELAND AND 13 REGISTERED WITH THE ILE OF MAN FINANCIAL SUPERVISHON COMMISSION FOR BANKING & INVESTMENT BUSINESS AND ALONG WITH SUBSIDIARSES HAS PAID UF CAPTAL AND RESERVES A5 AT JOTH SEFTEMBER 1997
EXCEEDING £210M. NORTHERN BWANK LEMITED REPRESENTS ONLY THE MATIONAL AUSTRALIA LFE MARKETING GROUF, MEMBERS OF WHICH ARE REGULATED BY PERSCMAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY AND CAN ADVISE ©OM AND STLL THE LIFT ASSURANCE, PENSIONS AND
UNIT TRUST PRODUCTS OF THAT GROUP. DEPOSITS MADE WITH AN OFFICE OF NORTHERN RANK LIMITED M4 THE ISLE OF MAMN ARE COVERED BT THE DEPOSITORS COMPEMSATION SCHEME IN THE BANKING BUISINESS (COMPENSATION OF DEPOSITORS) BEGULATIONS

HOWEVER, AS THE BLE OF MAN 1§ NOT PART OF THE UK. DEFCSITS ARE NOT COVERED BY THE DEFOSIT PROTECTION SCHEME UNDER THE UK BANKING ACT [987.ALL LOANS ARE FUBJECT TIO STATUS AND APPLICANTS MUST BE 18 OR OVERL WRITTEN QUOTA,

TIOMS ARE AVAILABLE OM REQUEST. A LEGAL MORTGAGE OVER THE FROPERTY AND ASSIGNMEMNT OVER SUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE WILL BE REQUIRED. *SAVINGS COMPARE THE TAILORED OFFSHORE RESIDENTIAL HORTGAGE WITH OUR STANDARD 25 YEAR
REPAYHMEN' MORTGAGE OF THE SAME AMOUNT. RATES ARE CORRECT AS AT 21 OCTORFR | 998, TYPICAL EXAMPLE: A TAILORED OFFSHORE MORTGAGE OF 100,000 AT 8. 14% VARIABLE WITH 217 GROSS HONTHLY REPAYMENTS INCREASED BY L100
TO (89104 SAVES (44,1 17.15 GROSS INTEREST AND & YEARS | | MONTHS ON THE LOAN TERM. THE TYPICAL AFRB.7% AND THE TOTAL AMOUNT PAYARLE (1%1.956,66 INCLUDE (752 ESTIMATE FOR ARRANGEMENT FEE, LEGAL AND VALUATION COSTS.



Guy Eawkes (Wight

The Guy fashion show Mmmmm... the BBQ's great! The Bain ladies

Enjoying the Guy competition

Tie in your Tailored
Offshore Mortgage with
Lawton Consultants

Property purchase for residence or investment is one of the

most important financial undertakings you will ever make.
You therefore deserve the best advice available.

Lawton Consultants is experienced in arranging Offshore
Mortgages on properties in the UK, Australia and USA using a
select number of lenders, including NAB Group., We can also

provide a complete review of existing mortgage arrangements.

Contact: Kenneth Livesey at Lawton Consultants
Tel: 682-7526

LAWTGN CONSULTANTS

904/175 SV City, Rama 3 Road, Bangpongpang, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand
Tel: (662) 682-7526 Fax: (662) 682-8443 E-mail: owngoal@asiaaccess.net.th
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€rom the SAKC

A Family Affair

’ his month | would like to tell you a tale about one member in particular - and his
family in general - which embodies the message of fitness, training and health

that | have been attempting to send your way in previous articles.

Student and mentor - Phuket here we come! We're only smiling because we haven't done the race yet.

The member to whom I refer is Peter Bond,
together with his wife June and their two
daughters, Tabitha and Rebecca. [ first met
Peter through his daughters when we were
doing triathlons together. I gave the girls
training programs to improve their
performance and to help stay healthy while
doing so. Tabitha called me one day and
said that her dad was also interested in
getting fitter and needed some help. I think
Peter caught the Triathlon bug from his
girls and he was religious in doing what I
told him to do. It was not much to start
with but over time the volume of work
grew. It should be noted that all the training
fitted nicely into Peter’s daily schedule of
work, play and family commitments.

Training pays off m——
I continued to send Peter training programs
and to speak to him on the phone, but did
not see him for 4-5 months. When 1 did, [
hardly recognized him - he had lost 20
pounds! This is almost too much weight
to lose in that short space of time, but he
looked great and felt great too. His clothes
were all far too baggy and he was in dire
need of a trip to the tailor!

Peter began to tell me about all of his new
skills and how his golf game had
mysteriously improved during this time! I

was happy to see his progress and to know
that he was feeling good about himself.
During this time June Bond also caught the
exercise bug and decided it would be better
to run in the mornings instead of walking
every day. We started her off on a program
of running every other day. She began with
a 5 minute run followed by walking until
she was able to run for 30 minutes at one
go (she is currently on the rise to almost
60 minutes of continuous running).

Anything'’s possible m——
Before I go too far and people start
wondering if this is an advert for my
training programs, I would like to clarify
a few things. I have chosen to write about
Peter and June because of the following
reasons:

* Neither had done any real serious
exercise before this foray into triathlon/
running. Just because you have never done
something doesn’t mean that you can’t
start anytime you like.

* My training programs rely on the person
doing the work him or herself. I only advise
them what to do and the motivation has to
come from within to actually do the
training.

 Peter and June are not spring chickens
any more which only proves that you are

never too old to start. (Their exact ages are
withheld to protect my backside!) There
are 75+ year old men and women who
complete Ironman distance triathlons
every year. Just for your information
‘Ironman’ comprises a 3.9km swim, 180km
bike ride and a41.2km run - in succession,
all in one day and it must be completed in
under 17 hours. If people over 75 can do
this, well you can do just about anything,

Family bonding! m——
With all this training, are the Bonds the
next great thing in Triathlon? Probably not
because they are all very recreational in
their thinking. Although Tabitha and
Rebecca are young enough to give it a go,
they are still very ‘social’ about sport.
People should note that extreme training
for any sport is unhealthy while
moderation is best. Know how hard and
how far you want to go and plan for such.
I am still waiting for the call from Tabitha
and Rebecca to say that they want to take
the next step... but if it never comes, I will
be just as happy. They enjoy what they are
doing, and watching the family go off to a
triathlon together is good to see. (Yes June
is also now doing triathlons with the rest
of the family).

The moral of this story is, ‘It comes from
inside and all the information or quality
help you receive will be for nothing unless
your heart is in it.’

Damon Nemish
SRC

s

Swim 1.8km, bike 55km and run 12 km.
After... ime to cclebrate!
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Calendar

British Club Sports and Entertainment Calendar - December 1999

Sundays

Mondays

Thursci
8

—

Tlam-1pm  Badminton - Soi Nares

12noon-2pm Sunday Carvery - Lords

3-6pm Tennis Mix-in

5.30 pm Sunday Carvery - Lords

6-8pm Happy Hour

B.00 am BWG Mahjong

9.30 am Acrobics

6-7 pm Masters (Adult) Swim
Traiming

6 -8 pm Happy Hour

7-9pm Tennis Team Training

7 am Ladies Golf

8-10am Ladies Tennis

10.30 am Aqua Aerobics

6 -8 pm Happy Hour

7-9pm Football Training

7.30 pm Darts

8-11 pm Friendly Bridge

9 pm Gentlemen’s Spoof

9.30 am Body Shaping

4.30-9 pm Squash Coaching

6-8pm Happy Hour

6-9 pm Tennis Mix-in

6.30 pm Cricket Nets

8-10am Ladies Tennis

10.30 am Aqua Aerobics

3.30 - 5pm BC Swimming Instruction

6-7pm Masters (Adult) Swim

6 -8 pm
6-9pm
7-9pm
9-10 pm

Training

Happy Hour
Squash Mix-in
Rughy Training
Hockey

9.30 am
3.30-6 pm

5.30 pm

6-Bpm
6.30-7.30 pm

Step Aerobics

BC Tennis Coaching for
Children

Swimming - Junior
Squad Training

Happy Hour

Acrobics

ke svors |

* On sale at the Club now, special BC memento
Christmas Cards.

Last call to reserve your place for the Christmas Ball
on 11 December.

Join in the Bangkok Community Theatre Club Night
on 16 December at 7.30pm in the Suriwong Room.

Give the kids a treat and sign them up for the
Christmas Party on 21 December.

Christmas wouldn't be the same without carols. Join
us for an evening of song on the 22nd. There'll be
plenty of other entertainment too!

Fancy some traditional Christmas fare? Then book
a table at Lords - we're serving the Christmas menu
from the 7th.

Take your choice! Celebrate New Year with us on the
river or join us for a family barbecue at the Club.
Both will be great fun and a tremendous way to see
in the New Year 2000! Book at Reception.

Get ready for the excesses of Christmas. Join one of
the Club’s aerobic classes, in or out of the water.

The squash and football sections are always looking
for new players from the membership as well as spon
sors. See below for contact details and give them a
ring if you're interested.

For more special events and
further details on the above, check out
Management News on page 9.

Sports - Contact

Aquatics Michele Law 295 4595
Badminton  Anant Leighrahathorn 654 0002-29
Bridge Ernest Lee 612-3580 ext 503
Cricket Nick White 246 0832
Football Martin Conisbee 366 0432

Golf Bernie Adams 675 6123

Rugby Jon Prichard 662 6376

Scuba Diving Peter Gary 634 7792
Squash Peter Corney 381 7240

Tennis David Blowers 285 4721-2

Venues

9 am - 12 noon
9 am -1 pm
4.00 pm
6-8pm

Squash Coaching

BC Swimming Instruction
Casuals Football

Happy Hour

Badminton So0i Nares, behind Bangrak Police Station
Acrobics Squash Court 3

Casuals Foothall Colgate Ground, Rama IIT

Massage Near the BC Squash Courts

- Opsning Tinas /I

10am-11 pm Churchill Bar
11.30 am - 2 pm  Lords Restaurant (Lunch)

6 pm - 10 pm Lords Restaurant (Dinner)
7.30am - 10 pm  Poolside Bar

6 am -9 pm Fitness Centre

9 am -9 pm Fitness Centre (Sundays/Holidays)
9 am - 6 pm Thai Massage (Tues-Sun)

DECEMBER1999 13 BRITISHCLUBBANGKOK Q}aif@?




THE BIGGEST KNOWS -
WE'RE THE BEST

world' blggesi movmg &
storage company needed
management in Thailand,
they chose JVK International
Movers - Thailand's best.
What more can we say.

JVK INTERNATIONAL MOVEF{S LTD.

7ALLIED
PICKFORDS

In Bangkok telephone: 379 4646. Regional offices in Dhaka, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Rangoon, Rayong, Vientiane and Phnom Penh.

Q.




Tennis

' 7.8 Two Friendly Defeats

>

01‘ course, there have been several others, but these are two that | either
played in or have photos for (courtesy of Zandra), which therefore guarantee
them Outpost exposure.

)
Some of them and some of us

; lmg glers after the Thonbury Club match, 0c|0be:r 99

il

The RBSC match was as usual less of a
match than a lesson in consistent play by
their RBships; speaking to those who
played in the match it is believed that we
scraped perhaps a couple of matches but
no more. What is it about that lot? Anyway,
Zandra caught some fine moments on film
here — love the close working partnership
of Oud and Anita, for instance, or that
desperate look on Bruce’s face during his
annual few minutes’ grope of that mighty
fine cup. We need more photos like this
please!

The Thonbury (sic) Club was another great
loss for us, in part because many of our
regular team players were off on some
Mixed Doubles tourney and because they
were quite good, though in which order
these two factors came into play 1 wouldn’t
know, not having been on the team when
this club visited earlier this year.

That notwithstanding, a pleasant group of
people crossed the Chao Phraya (with
voracious appetites for the running
barbecue!), and several good games were
played. Overall score was 22-6. Our team
comprised the two Johns (H&P), Lip,
Henry, Dean, Bob, Olivier, Simon, Tom,
Sebastian, Merin and Napa, Yubharet,
Eileen, Gisi, Florence, Kate, Wandee and,
er, me, ably captained by Chairman Blowers,
A good day of tennis generally, with our
ladies doing marginally better than our
men. Sadly few spotted the humour of Lip

(Laurence) paired with Olivier. For me it
was a day of firsts: first time I'd played in
months, first pair to win a game and first
pair to get whitewashed, not sure what sort
of a record that leaves me with, At around
6.30pm our team suddenly swelled in
number when the Mixed Doubles crowd
returned from doing battle at one venue
and, hungry for more, proceeded to invade
the courts at ours to play with those they
had met at the original fixture a few months
before. I was less than chuffed to see
several lined-up matches bumped and to
see above-listed players ordered off court
in favour of the incoming players, but there
you go, seems some people can play two
events on one day.

Hopefully one day soon either someone
will hand me or I’ll find on our noticeboard
— wherever it is these days since its forced
eviction from the Surawong Sala, from
whence it neatly sheltered sala-sitters from
westerly rains — a listing of all the events
we've played this year and, where
applicable/printable/not too embarrassing,
the scores. In the meantime, anyone who
would like to contribute photos from recent
events and just as good a brief write-up
"1l be more than happy to relieve you of
them.

Lotsaluv
Me

netied

Play like the pros - step away from the ball

ey
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The Alternative View

Goodface has a
Bad Day at the Office

DISCLAIMER: Maj. Henry Goodface (retired) is a pedantic, misogynistic,

chauvinistic old fool and the views expressed In his column are his and his
alone and do not represent the views of the editor or any other reasonable thinking

individual.

As a gentleman of the old school I've
always been of the mind that indulging in
any kind of commercial activity is
something to be avoided at all costs. It
doesn’t befit an Englishman to be involved
in unseemly trading and haggling. That
kind of thing should be left to foreigners.
The only respectable way to become rich
is to inherit everything from pater and then
lord it up at the manor while your lackeys
are slaving away on your behalf. Actual
involvement in day to business would be
restricted to an occasional stroll round the
estate to root out any malingerers amongst
the peasants and give them a good clip
round the ear. And of course, there would
be the usual directorships on the boards of
various banks and insurance companies,
where you’d have to turn up once a year,
waffle on about rising interest rates,
productivity and other such nonsense to
impress the junior members of staff before
retiring to your club for a well deserved
brandy and a conversation about something
important, such as how the trout are biting
that season.

From ‘old boy’ network...

To be sure though, not everyone is born
with a silver spoon in his mouth. But for
anyone with the right school tie and a
couple of strings to pull the very least you
could expect was a plum position as a
manager in one of your chum’s father’s
companies. You would get a spacious
office with a leather topped desk and a
large, comfortable chair, a grovelling
personal assistant and a secretary or two,
and a staff of eager young fools, all
dreaming of the day when they would be
shining the seat of their pants in your chair,
unaware that you were going to do
everything possible to prevent them ever

having the chance. All you had to do was
occasionally roar out, “*Gladys take a letter
to Messrs. Bean and Co... Dear whoever it
is, regarding the whatever it is they do, we
will be sure to... well whatever it is we
should be doing, and... well you know
what it's about, Gladys, just finish it off.”
Gladys would scurry off and stay up all
night trying to find out what she was
supposed to be writing about.

The next morning you'd breeze into the
office at ten thirty as usual muttering about
the bloody fools running the transport
system and demand to see the letter. After
scrutinising it minutely you'd give Gladys
a damn good dressing down for some
obscure grammatical error that’d you'd
dreamed up just to keep her in her place.
“This sentence contains a superlative
pluperfect absolute after a double
subjunctive indicative! Are you trying to
make me look like an illiterate fool? Do it
again and do it properly this time or you’ll
be out on your ear girl!” After she'd run
weeping to her desk you’d then spend the
next hour or so sending the minions to the
far flung corners of the city running your
personal errands before exiting to the
George and Dragon for an urgent lunch
appointment (with the barman).
Returning from a relaxing lunch and a few
pints at 3:00pm, you'd come rushing into
the office looking all hot and flustered
complaining about these damned lawyers

K

and politicians who keep a man away from
his work and scream for one of the
underlings. The luckless youth is not there
of course, you having despatched him to
Harrods to pick up a hat for your aunt, but
you take the excuse of his absence to rant
and rave about incompetent idiots and
having to do everything yourself before
suddenly exclaiming, “Gladys! It's almost
3:30pm! What about my meeting with Sir
John? You didn’t know? I didn’t tell you?
What do you think I employ you for you
foolish wench! Am I supposed to
remember everything? Oh for god’s sake
girl, stop blubbering and call me a cab this
instant!”

After seizing a stack of important looking
papers you keep lying around to impress
any visitors, you go rushing down to the
cab, papers flying, the flunkeys rushing
around in a panic picking things up after
you, screaming, “Driver, driver, quickly!
To Westminster and don’t spare the
horses!” Once the cab has gone screeching
round the corner and disappeared from
view in a cloud of smoke, you tap the
driver on the shoulder and say, “Whoa, my
man, slow down there! Did I say
Westminster? How forgetful of me. I really
meant Shepherd’s Market, Mayfair.”

« {0 new age Net

Ah yes, those were the days. But of course
things have changed horribly. Nothing but
cost cutting and staff reductions so even
the Managing Director has to make his
own tea. And then there are the disastrous
consequences of modern technology. How
is one to disappear for a few days deer
hunting in Scotland with all these bloody
computers and faxes and mobile phones?
No matter where you go they can track you
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The Alternative View

down and the more the technology

improves the harder it is to dream up
plausible excuses for even a few hours
absence. Worst of all, it gives the young
whippersnappers who grew up with all this
rubbish the upper hand because they know
the jargon. “Carruthers, where the bloody
hell are you and why didn’t you answer
your mobile phone.” “Oh, dreadfully sorry
sir, did you call? [ did warn you that there
were reports of solar flares this week
which caused a reverse flux in the earth’s

magnetic field so the geostationary
satellites got out of sync with the land
based stations and the knock on effect of
the fluctuations in the upper atmosphere
caused distortion on the 1800MHz
frequency and... crackle... fizz..... pop.....
oh sorry, I'm losing you again.. ... goodbye
sir....” Blast! And you know perfectly well
he’s on a yacht in the Solent with the
Chairman of the Board discussing taking
over your position. Even worse, if he calls
you and you don’t answer, the best excuse
you can come up with is that you'd hurt
your finger and couldn’t turn on your

phone which doesn’t cut much ice needless
1o say.

Yes, the days when position and rank were
synonymous with privilege and power and
gave you an automatic right to throw your
weight around, abuse the staff and live the
life of Riley are long since gone in Old
Blighty. But then we’re not all over here
for nothing, are we?

Maj. Henry Goodface (Rtd)

Written and contributed by
Damian Jaume (J79)

Duang Prateep Foundation

K ecognising the value of education
as a key to escaping the poverty trap
of life in Bangkok’s slums, Foundation
founder Prateep Ungsongtham Hata
established a ‘one-baht-a-day’ school at
her family home in Klong Toey slum.
From these humble beginnings she became
involved in the broader issues of slum life,
including the provision of healthcare,
social welfare, legal assistance, emergency
aid and human development.

Today the Duang Prateep Foundation is
an umbrella organisation for a number of
projects covering most of these concerns.
There are 11 kindergartens in Klong Toey
and other slum communities, which
provide parents with a safe place to leave
their pre-schoolers while offering a basic

education in social and academic skills;

educational sponsorship covering over
3,000 children a year to attend primary
school without imposing financial burden
on their parents; a school for the hearing
impaired offering medical as well as
educational assistance to children aged
between 3 and 8 years; a comprehensive
lunch programme at all Foundation schools
and soy bean milk supplements providing
nutritious and affordable sustenance; and
social workers dealing with a wide range
of community issues such as AIDS
prevention and homecare, medical and
social care for senior citizens, and fire
prevention and fire-fighting, among others.
There’s also a credit union to encourage
financial self-sufficiency.

The Children’s Art Programme provides a
creative outlet for slum children. Seen on
this page are two of the cards showing
pictures created on this programme, all of
which are available from the Foundation
for just 5 baht each. There's also a
“Bangkok A-Z" poster (or postcard), which
shows 26 sites in the capital in alphabetical
order and makes a lovely present for
children.

To buy these cards or poster, or simply to
find out more about the Duang Prateep
Foundation, please call 671 4045-8 and ask
for Khun Kanokporn (ext 116) or Khun
Suwanee (ext 109), or visit their website
at <www.capcat.ksc.net/org/duang.html
If you would like to make a donation, here
are the bank account details:

Bank: Thai Farmers Bank, Klong Toey
branch A/C No: 017-2-06336-5
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ﬁ The Best Laid Plans

Whal a soggy month! It's bad enough wading through water but fear strikes
the heart of a golfer every time he swings back his lightning conductor and

Mike with the Scandas

there is a simultaneous clap of thunder and a flash in the field next door.

Alexis with Bob and James

Many a golfer was heard to say “I'm not
hanging around here.” That’s exactly what
I should have done when it was suggested
we go to Hua Hin...

We won... twice m———
There was a good turnout for the match
against the Scandinavians played at
Supraprueck. A closely fought stableford
matchplay competition was won by the BC.
Victory was also secured against the
British Embassy. Our best 15 players
managed to outscore their best 15 at Panya
Park near Minburi., Well done to Mike
Staples and Jamie Woodford for achieving
the highest stableford points. The rest
would have also made a contribution but
unfortunately they were unable to see their
balls! With over 60 players and a late tee
off, night fell before everyone managed to
finish. However, everyone made it back to
the British Embassy for drinks and a barbecue.
Thanks to the Embassy for a great social
day and for looking after us so well.

Accepti

ng lh.e Vuvu Cup

Whose idea was this? s
It seemed a brilliant idea to spend
Chulalongkorn weekend at Sawang
Resort. Close to Bangkok, the Resort
boasted outstanding facilities including
tennis courts, boating, riding and
swimming, as well as a beautiful golf
course in mountainous surroundings. Well
they weren't wrong about the golf course
but there was definitely a touch of the
lizard in the bidet. Well at least the lizard
couldn’t drown as there was no water. The
food was good though and on the Saturday
evening we found another dining place in
Khao Yai where we ate and drank like
kings all for 200 baht a head.

The accompanying families put a brave
face on it all and forsook the polo field for
a walk around the course. Many a lad was
inspired by his father’s prowess and will
hopefully be taking up the game soon.
Mums also had a go and I have a sneaking
feeling that there is big rivalry to come in
the Dodd household. The two-day

0 '_'._.h‘\.
Inaugural runner-up Pat Dean

stableford competition was held to win
either the Ambassador Cup (for those with
handicaps 24 and above) and the Inaugural
Cup (for those with handicaps 23 and
below). Alexis Welsh stormed into the lead
on the first day with an 11 point lead but
on the Sunday her wheels fell off and she
was pipped by 1 point by Jamie Woodford.
Mike Staples saw off Patrick Dean to win
the Inaugural Cup. Just for fun on the
second day there was a mixed pairs
competition and Jamie and Irene Cameron
once again carried off the honours, This is
their third win together.

The original plan was to play over three
days but some decided that civilisation
beckoned and accordingly they left Sunday
for Bangkok. In hindsight that was the
most sensible thing to do. The remaining
fourteen of us thought it would be a good
wheeze to go to Hua Hin to watch the
rugby and then to Dragon Hills the next
day. That was an incredibly stupid thing
to do. Firstly we had to spend a humiliating
couple of hours watching England getting
thrashed by the Springboks. Then the rains
came down. Hua Hin was awash. Roger
Fitzgerald decided that he wanted to stay
under cover and drown his sorrows. I
thoughtfully offered to give him a lift back
to Sawang whereas all the others left. 8
kms outside of Hua Hin I noticed that the
engine was overheating and pulled into a
garage. It's 11.30pm and the rain is coming
down in torrents. There is nothing more
disconcerting than 8 men surrounding a
woman’s car scratching their heads and
tutting. They all have an opinion but no
diagnosis. They then turn to you and say,
“It’s your car, you decide what to do.” I
did... head for civilisation. To cut a long
story short, Roger, after leaving Judy at
5.00pm to go for a drink in Hua Hin, was
finally reunited with her at 8.00pm the
following day. The whole weekend cost
me more than two nights at the Baan Taling
Nam on Samui including flights and a
bottle of champagne. As [ write the car is
still in Phetburi and destined to remain
there for another two weeks. As a
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consolation I later learned that James
Young also spent most of Monday in a
garage trying to unlock his central locking
to get into his car and only two players
made it to Dragon Hills. They bravely
waded down the fairways and eventually
gave up on the 14th,

And the moral of this tale is play golf with
the British Club Golf section and enjoy the
unexpected!

Next Outings Fersse——
Sat, 4 Dec - Match vs Cocktail Lounge at
Majestic Creek

Sun, 5 Dec - DeeMed Trophy at
Springfield

Sun, 12 Dec - Medal Final at Royal, Lad
Krabang

Fri, 31 Dec - Scramble to be confirmed.

Karen Carter Winner of the day Mike Staples Jamie... again

Make the most of your
British Expatriate Status

Many expatriates believe, mistakenly, that UK tax concerns Established in 1898, we provide a comprehensive tax
only UK residents — a misconception which can prove advisory and compliance service which has helped more
expensive. It is essential to receive expert professional than 200,000 British Expatriates to reduce
advice if you are to be free of the UK tax net and capitalise their tax liabilities.

on being an expatriate.
Our booklet "The British Expatriate”

Examples of costly mistakes include: provides a guide to the most important
@ Failing to claim the tax refund due for the year ways to make the most of your. expatriate
of departure. status, For your free copy simply
¢ Falling foul of the complicated residence rules which complete and return the coupon below.
determine UK tax status.
. f;’;j;‘gg E}iﬁgﬂfmﬁ’g Ti?;f’f Fidapencia | To: Wilfred T. Fry Limited, Crescent House, -

¢ Misunderstanding the new Crescent Road, Worthing, Sussex, BN11 1RN, England.

Self-Assessment system.
@ Failing to plan for a return to

Please send me more details of your personal tax advisory
service, together with my free copy of “The British Expatriate”

the UK.
Name
\ _""" i Head Office: Aocees
The F!‘y Gro_upr Crescent House, Crescent Road

Worthing, Sussex, BN11 1RN, England
Tel: Worthing (01803) 231545
Fax: (01903) 200868. Offices in Exeter

100 years of service
Ry Date of intended return to UK
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& Losing Out to Youth

League 138
This was completed on 22 October and the
winners were:

1. David Eastgate

2. Glen Pendry

3. Simon Davies

4. Ken Mouldey

5. Barry Daniel

6. Dave Parks

7. Charlotte Parks

Congratulations to leagues 1 and 4 who
managed to complete all of their games.
Marvyn Lewis only played one game in
his division; he said he was sick but more
likely he was in mourning for the Welsh
rugby team who didn’t do very well in the
World Cup!

Rod Carter Open and Plate mm
We managed to attract 32 entries for this
tournament. A few players didn’t turn up
on the day but the decision to have a plate
event for the first time was certainly
worthwhile.

Unfortunately we only had Nick Thwaites
get through to the semi final in the main
event and he lost 3-0 to Poowis, the sixteen
year old son of Peerapon who has won this
event 10 times. Poowis has been training
with the Thailand team and has a great
future if he can control his emotions.

A game of note was David Eastgate against
Charnchai in the quarter finals. David lost
in a close 5 set match against another
young Thai who is close to being in the
National team. I have no doubt that if
David played this standard of player on a
regular basis he would be winning a few
matches against them.

John Vivian was the only BC member to
make it to the semis in the plate and he
lost 3-1 to Pratpatpong in a hard fought
game. John played very well to win the
first game but couldn’t match his eighteen
year old opponent who played better and
better as the game went on.

In the final of the Plate, Pratpatpong won
in five against Sarun 9-0, 0-9, 9-4, 2.9, 9-
6. Both players were only eighteen years
old and very fit and fast.

In the final of the main event Apirom, the
defending champion, was always in

control defeating Poowis 9-4, 9-1, 9-2.
Apirom is also eighteen years old and in
the National team, he is very fit and has a
grea[ on court {emperamenl.

BC vs Gymkhana Club s
On Sunday, 23 October, the BC was the
venue for our clash against the Gymkhana
Chiangmai Club.

Initially the idea was a triangular match
between teams from Ambassador Jomtien,
Gymkhana and British Club but
unfortunately the Ambassador had to pull
out because they were unable to puta team
together. So the usual format was played
with 7 players, and the match worthy of
mention was 4th seeded Tom Livingston
against Bob Molloy. A feisty match with
Tom hassling every rally but going down 3-1.
Allin all a well balanced competition with
the BC winning 4 games to 3, and with
everyone commenting on how good the
after-match curry buffet was. The final
results were:

David Eastgate 3-0 Air

Dick Anwar 03 Gai
Charles Whitely 2-3  Derek
Tom Livingston 1-3  Bob
Peter Corney 3-0 Mike
John Vivian 3-0  Maikeed
Bill Randall 3-0 Ellis

Play better Squash =
The rules of squash change every 4 years,
not by much but changes are introduced
and unless you keep in touch with the latest
version you can find yourself on the wrong
side of an argument (discussion!). The
latest rules are available above the desk
outside court one. Watching squash
matches at the BC is like watching a
coming together of cultures and
generations. We have players from many
countries and many learned their squash
(and the rules) at different times and in
different places, so may be running on
different versions.

One example is the rule on “turning”,
where a player allows the ball to go behind
him, turns around and takes the ball off
the wall. The rule which allowed a player

to shout “turning” and play was removed
at least 2 versions or 8 years ago, but we
still have some older players who do this.
If you are “turning” you can choose to play
the shot or ask for a *let”. Only play the
shot if it is safe to do so, and you will not
hit the other player - modern squash
players will not dive for cover when
someone shouts “turning” as people used to!

Kids' Squash m—
A ladder has now been established for
Junior Squash. It can be found on the wall
between courts 1 and 2 with the other
ladders. Results from games should be
placed in the results box, marked “Junior
Squash”. There will be squash coaching
and organized games for BC members’
children at 11am on the first Sunday of
every month. Children from 4 years up are
catered for. There are also sponge balls and
undersize racquets suitable for 4-7 year
olds available on loan from the gym. If you
would like to assist in the coaching or lend
a hand in any way, contact David Eastgate
or leave a note in the box.

Squash on the Internet
The squash section web page is
www.britclub.com

If you wish to keep updated on world
squash, check out the Internet Squash
Federation on www.squash.org or squash
in Thailand on www.geocities.com/SoHo/
Lofts/656/

Sponsorship Eess———
We are currently looking for sponsors for
leagues and competitions throughout the
year. Any interested members should
contact Peter Cormey on acapacth @samart.
co.th or telephone 714 2426.

Contributions to Outpost
Squash Section m———
All members are encouraged to submit any
comments or gossip etc for inclusion in
Outpost. If you have anything at all, fax it
to Philip Hall (226 6500) or Email to
philhall @ postmaster.co.uk

Philip Hall
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