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The London Pub 
in Bangkok 

Real English Beer 
Served with Style 

591 UBC II Bu ilding, Basement BI04, Sukhumvit 33, Wattana, Bangkok 101lO 
Tel: 0 2261 0238-40 E-mail: info©the-Iondoner.com Internet: www.the-londoner.com 

Every day 11 :00 am - 01:00 am 
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New Members' Night 
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What's On - The Future's Looking Good 

SPORTS 

Golf Shots - Sweet Taste of Success 
Soccer - Fabulous First Team Flourish 
Squash - Superbly Spirited Squash 
Tennis - Win Some, Lose Some 

MEMORIES 

Accumulator Night - And the Winner is .. .. 
Cuban Food Promotion - Cuba Libre! 
Halloween 
Family Fun Day 
A Wet Day at The BC 
Junior Tennis Tikes 
197th Battle of Trafalgar 
2002 in Review 
Member's Contributions - The Silk Threads of Light 
Member's Travels - Up, up and Away 
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The British Club is a family, social and sporting club, 
set in relaxing grounds, conveniently located 
between Silom and Surawongse Roads, with an 
ever-growing international membership. 

For details about the Club contact the Membership 
Marketing staff at: 

The British Club 
189 Surawongse Road, 8angkok 10500 
Tel: (0) 2234 0247 
Fax: (0) 2235 1560 
Email: britclub@loxinfo.co. th 
Website: www.britishclubbangkok.org 

OUTPOST MAC;;AZINE 
The contents of this magazine are not necessarily the 
opinion of the Editor, the General Committee or the 

Management of the Club. 

OUTPOST Magazine is produced on behalf of the British Club 
by The Creative Partnership. 

To advertise please contact 
Mr. David Blowers or K. 5aranluck at: 

The Creative Partnership 
Tel: (0) 2285 4721-3 Fax: (0) 2678 1292 

Email : info@creativethai land.com 
Website: www.creativethailand.com 
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GM'S BRI EF 
BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

Dea,' Mcmbe,'s, 
First, I would like to take this occasion to wish His Ma jesty the King of Thailand a very happy birthday on 

the 5th of this month and hope that all Members will enjoy this special day in his honour. 

Almost another year gone, but still some great events happening at the Club before the year's end. 

The Annual Christmas Ball on 14 December on the back lawn, the Children's Christmas Party on 17 
December, the Christmas Luncheon at Lord's and the Churchill Bar are fully booked, but we will offer a 
sumptuous buffet in the Suriwongse Room in order not to disappoint Members who like to partake of 

Christmas Lunch at the Club. 

On New Year's Eve two big events; a cruise on the Chao Pluaya River with a spectacular fireworks display 
and at the Club, a BBQ buffet Dinner with fireworks in the grounds. We would li ke to discourage families 

with small children from joining the Dinner Cruise on the Chao Paya River. 
On the development side, the Clubhouse toilet renovation is in full swing and will be completed towards the year end. Also we have started 

the renovation of the children 's changing room, which will be located at the back of the SHorn Sala. The massage room will be located at the 
back of squash court 3. This area will be substantially improved and will be ai r-condit ioned as we ll. 
In November we introduced new menus at the pool side, Churchill Bar and Lord's Dining Room. We have received a lot of positive feedback 
on these menus and if you have any comments or suggestions, please let us know th rough the suggestion book or comment cards placed on 
the dining tables. 

On 8 November 2002 the new smoking laws were introduced by the Thai Government and the following areas are now non-smoking: Lord's 
Dining Room, all air-conditioned function rooms and all air-conditioned toilets and changing rooms. The Churchill Bar maintains the two 
areas for smoking and non-smoking Members. 

On 2 November we launched new security mles at the Club. We understand that these new rules have caused some inconvenience but we 
really appreciate the co-operation and understanding that we have received from our Members. Updates on security issues will be sent to you 
on a regular basis. 
On behalf of all the staff and management of the British Club we would like to wish all Members a wonderful Christmas and a prosperous and 
healthy 2003. 

Yours sincerely, 

Willem T. P. Pentermann 
General Manager 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

www.britishclubbangkok.org 

The British Club General Committee 2002/2003 
Name Tel Fax Email 

Bob Marchant Chairman. (0) 2714 8070-3 (0) 27 14 8504 britclub@loxinfo .co.th 

Chris Moore Vice-C/winnan (0) 2740452 1 (0) 2740 4530 lasanne@loxinfo.co.th 

Paul Cheesman Vice-C//{(i nl1011/ (0) 2677 5246 (0) 2677 5246 paulc@ loxinfo.co.th 

Honorary SecretaJY 

Nick Bellamy Treasurer (0) 2955 0099 x 8760 (0) 2955 0300 nbellamy @th.mweb.co 

David Eastgate (0) 2672 01 23-5 (0) 2672 0127 davide@loxinfo.co.th 

.James Young (0) 271 2 5407-9 (0) 27 12 54 10 asiapac@ mozart .inet.co.lh 

Sarah Allen (0) 261 8 78 13 (0) 261 8 7811 sarahcm@ksc. th.com 

Simon Davies (0) 2253 7719 (0) 2253 7504 simon @jts.jp.co.th 

Bruce Hill (0) 2937 4940 (0) 2937 4952 subm @loxinfo.co.th 

Angela Daniel (0) 2258 8495 (0) 2258 8495 ange@ loxinfo.co.th 
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Exclusive 
for 

expatriates! 

@ 
LA W'J'ONASIA 

~ 
ZURICH 

~ 
Nrs 

Do you need to top up your life insurance and 
critical illness insurance cover during your stay 
in Thailand ? 

Yuu may have some temporary Ileed [or additi ollal life in surance andl or 

criti ca l ill ness insura nce duri ng yo ur postin g in Thn iland. However, it is 
difficult (0 arrange for add itional insurance cover w ith your usunl insurer 

whil st you are overseas. All yo u need is a yearly re newa ble te rm life 
insurance cover during your posting here, with the conve nience or loca l 
service but the security of an internationa l insurer. YO ll also want to obtai n 

the cover al premium ra tes cO lllparable to that YO LI can obtai n at home but 

ha s di scovered that lire in surance and criti cal illness in surance cover is 

comparat ively lllllch more ex pensive here in Thail and than al your home 
country. 

Z uri c h Na tional Life th e n ha s th e per fect so luti on fo r yo u. We have 
developed a prodllct specific to the expatri ate market where the policy tcrlll 
is on ly one year and guaranteed renewab le each year at your discretion. The 

requircmelll for heal th check is Illllch less stringent and the prellljuln rntes 

are lip to 60% cheaper than co mparati ve premium ""tes o lterecl in Tha il ancl. 

For morc information. please contact ollr spec ial authorized representative 

ror the expatriate communit y; 

Mr. Jerome Kelly 
Managing Director 
Lawton Asia Co.,Ltd. 
Tel: 0-2679- 1400 
Fax: 0-2679-1401 
Mobile: 0-1809-1809 
E-mail: jerome@lawtonasia.co.th 

Zurich National Life Assurance is a joint venture of Zurich Financial 
Services of Switzerland and National Financial Services Group of Thailand. 
Zurich operates in over 65 countries and has over US$ 485 billion of assets 
under management It has over 129 years of experience in the insurance 
tield. 

Zurich National Life Assurance Co.,Ltd. 
Glas Haus Building, J Sukhumvit 25, Wattana, Bangkok 10110 Tel : 0-2661-7888 



BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

WHAT'S ON 

The Future's Looking Good 
--- CHRISTMAS CHOIR __ _ 

Wednesday, 18 Decembe,' 2002 

at 7.151J11' 
The Philippino Christmas Choir will perform 
in the Suriwongse room. Prior to and after 
the performance we will serve hot Gluvine 
(mulled wine) and other beverages on the 
front Lawn. 
Charge: B 350 for adu lts and B 195 for 
children 3 to 12 years of age. Children 3 years 
and below are free. 

WINE TASTING __ _ 

Friday, 13 Decembe,' 2002 at 7.00fJm 

Complimentary Cocktail Buffet will be 
provided in the Wordsworth Lounge to 
accompany the wide selection of scintillating 
wines provided by Nicholas R.C. Co., Ltd. 

_ ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BALL _ 

Sah"day, 14 Decem/,er 2002. 

Meet at 7.00pm for Cocktails on the Front 
Lawn, followed by a sumptuous dinner served 
at B.OOpm on the Back Lawn. A 15 piece 
orchestra wi ll entertain you during dinner, 
followed by the swinging disco sounds from 
Paul Jackson until the early hours of the 
morning. 

_ BRITISH CLUB SPORTS CAMP _ 

16,18.19 ,md 20 Decelllber 2002 

Daily frOIl/ 9.00am - 4.30fJm. 

Th e ca mp includes, tenni s, squash, 
swimming, cricket, soccer, games, video and 
snacks and lunch, 
B 850 per day or B 3400 for the 4-day session. 

- CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY . 
Tuesda y, 17 December, 2002 

From 2.30pm to 5.30pm there will be loads 
of kids' activities on the back lawn, Pony 
rid ing, balloon typhoon, face painting, crafts 
and much more are guara nteed to keep 
everyone happy! 
At 4.30pm a fun picnic will be served on the 
Front Lawn, with a visit from Santa bearing 
gifts! Charge: B 395 per child. 

- CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER _ 
Tllesd"y, 24 December 2002 

Buffet Dinner in Lord's Dining Room, with a 
wide spread of Chri stmas deli ghts, 
international food and a Thai corner, This is 
a perfect occasion to take the family for an 
evening out, 
Charge: B B50 per person and B 550 for 

6 

children between 4 and 12 yea rs of age (no _ FAMILY NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY _ 
charge for children of 3 years and under). 31 Decembe,' 2002 

TRADITIONAL ___ _ 

CHRISTMAS SET LUNCHEON 
Weduesdc«y, 25 December' 2002 from 

12.00"" - 4.00pm. 
Either in the Lord's Din ing Room or the 
Churchill Bar, this is always a popular event 
at the Club, Entertainment for the children 
with clowns, puppet show and a visit from 
Santa. Sadly, th is is fu lly booked already! 
Charge B 850 for adults, B 550 for children 
between 4 and 12 years of age and no charge 
for chi ldren of:l years and under. 

--- CHRISTMAS DAY __ _ 

BUFFET LUNCHEON 
WClluesday, 25 Decembel' 

Share good cheer, food and wine with family, 
friends and fell ow Members in th e 
Suriwongse Room. With clowns, puppet 
show and a visit from Santa, the entire family 
will have fun. 
Adults B 850 and children B 550 between 4-
12 years of age. No charge for children of 3 
years and below. 

_ CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER BUFFET _ 

Wed"esclay, 25 Decem/ .. r 2002 

"t 7.00/,m 
Lord's Dining Room will be overflowing with 
traditional Christmas fooeis, goodwill and 
Members. A truly warm and friendly way to 
spend Christmas Day in the tropics, 
Charge: B 850 per person, B 550 for ch ildren 
between 4 and 12 years of age and no charge 
for children of 3 years and below. 

_ NEW YEAR' S EVE DINNER CRUISE _ 

31 December 2002 

The Hoyal Phraya Prin cess awaits BC 
Members who want to party in to 2003! 
Make your own way to River City Pier at 
9.00pm. The boat will leave at 9.30pm sharp! 
The nigh t's entertain ment includes live 
music, lnternational Buffet Dinner, fireworks 
at Midnight. We wi ll return to River City Pier 
at 0.30am. 
Charge B 2995 per person which is inclusive 
of 2 hours open bar (standard pouring drinks 
only). See page 15 for more details. 

Celebrate New Yea r's Eve with the whole 
family at the Club with BBQ and Buffet 
Dinn er, Di sco in th e Suriwongse Sal a, 
children's act ivities at the Silom Sala and a 
fireworks display at midnight. A perfect 
family party! 
Charge: B 1,100 for adults, B 550 for children 
between 4 and 12 years. No charge for 
children 3 and below. 

2003 
_ CLUB MANAGER'S NIGHT _ 

Wedllesd"y, 8/alllUlry 2003 lIt 6.30/,111 
Welcome 2003 in with the Club Manager's 
Night at the Churchill Bar. This is a great 
evening to catch up with fe llow members and 
check out the latest news and gossip over a 
few drinks, The ever-popular complimentary 
curry buffet will be provided. 

- NEW MEMBER'S NIGHT _ 
Tllesday, 14/lIIlIIary 2003 at 7.30plII 

Excellent opportunity to meet new Members 
who recently joined the Club. The venue, as 
usual, is the Churchill Ba r. 

BAR QUIZ ___ _ 

Tllesday, 21/afJ/wry 2003 "t 7.301'''' 
Come along to Lord's Dining Room and have 
an exciting eveni ng with Quizmaster Rodney 
Bain, Each team should co nsist of a 
ma ximum of 6 partiCipants with a 
registration fee of B 100 per team player. 

FOOD PROMOTION __ _ 

30 - 31/alllla,.y 2003 

Enjoy the flavou rs of Canada. Barry and the 
kitchen team will prepare an excellent 
selection of mouthwatering dishes from 
Canada, served in Lord's Dining Room. Rice 
Pudding with Maple syrup, perhaps!! 
Charge: B 600 per person for this del icious 
buffet di nner. 

- MOVIE COMEDY NIGHT _ 

Wedllescl"y, 22 /lIIlIwry 2003 
lIt 7.30/,,,, 

THC 

B 250,- including light supper buffet. 
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INTERNATIONAL LTD . 

Put yourself in our hands 
At Transpo, caring is what it is all about. 

Transpo International ltd. 
134/28-32 Soi Athakravi 3, Rama IV, Bangkok 1011 0, Thailand 
Tel: (66-2) 259-0116 ext. 222 . Fax: (66-2) 258-6555 
E-mai l : info@transpo-intl.com · Website: www.transpo-intl.com 

T HE smallest thin gs can make the 
biggest difference. Transpo has spent 

ove r 25 years in Thailand building a 
reputati on for confident handling of the 
most delicate concerns. Thi s means you 
can relax, knowing we won' t break your 
tru st - or anything else, for that matter. 

Because w hen it comes to caring, 
we've got it all wrapped up. 

Cambodia· China' Hong Kong· Indonesia' Japan' Laos' Malaysia· Philippines' Singapore' South Korea' Thailand · Vietnam 



Jentana & Associates 

( 



... 
" 

." 

If" . ~" 

BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

CALENDAR 

BRITISH CLUB SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2002 
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9.00om . midday 
9.00om· J.30pm 

SPORTS 
7.000m·1.00pm 
9.00om·II.OOom 
I 0.300m . middoy 
1I.00om . 1.00pm 
1.00pm . 4.00pm 
3.00pm . 6.00pm 
3.00pm 

8.000m 
7.00pm·9.00pm 

SPORTS 

7.00001 
8.000m . 10.000m 
10.30001 . 11.300m 
1I.300m 
1.00pm . 1.30pm 
1.00pm·7.00pm 
7.00pm · 9.00pm 

Squash (ooching 
BC Swimming InsllU(lion 

Tennis Team Pract ice 
Junior Cricket 
Taekwondo 
Badminlon -Soi "ares 
(hildren's A(tiYities 
Tennis Mix-in 
Yoga 

8WG Mohjong 
Tennis Team Pradice 

Lodies Goll 
Ladies' Tennis 
Aquo Aerobi(s 
Yogo 
Swim with the Bongkok DolphiM 
BC Swimming Instruction 
Foothol! Troining 

CHURCHILL BAR ACTIVITIES 

6.00pm -midnighl Ladies' Night 
8.00pm . 1l.00pm fr iendly 8ridg. 
9.00pm Gentlemen 's Spoof 

SPORTS 

9.30am 
6.00pm·9.00pm 
6.30pm 

Aerobics 
Tennis Mix·in 
(rickel Nets 

CHURCHILL BAR ACTIVITIES 

7.00pm Dorts 
7.00pm Accumulator 

SPORTS 

8.000m . 10.00001 
6.00pm·9.00pm 
7.00pm·9.00pm 
9.00pm ·IO.OOpm 

SPORTS 

9.000m 
3.30pm . 6.00pm 
4.30pm . 1.1 Ipm 
1.1 Ipm . 6.00pm 
1.00pm 
1.30pm 
6.00pm·7.00pm 
6.30pm · 9.00pm 
7.00prn 

Ladies Tennis 
Squash mix·in 
Rugby Training 
Ho(key Training 

ANZWG Mohjong 
BC Tennis (ooching for Childrell 
Mini Squash 
Junior Squash 
Tennis Mix-in 
Swimming -Junior Squad Training 
Adult Tennis 
Paal,id,88Q 
Children's Movie Night 

December at a Glance 

Wednesday, 18 The Philippi no Christmas Choir 

Friday, 13 Wine Tasting 

Saturday, 14 Christmas Ball 

16,18,19 & 20 Be Sports Camp 

Tuesday, 17 Children's Christmas Party 

Tuesday, 24 Christmas Eve Dinner 

Wednesday, 25 Christmas Set Luncheon 

Wednesday. 25 Christmas Buffet luncheon 

Wednesday, 25 Ch ristmas Dinner Buffet 

Tuesday, 31 New Year's Eve Cruise 

Tuesday, 31 New Year's Eve Club Party 

See What's Oil, page 6 allcl GM's Messclge 

for more delcd's 

Sports - Contacts 

Aquatics Nicole Nuttall 
Dildminton Allant I.eighrahathorn 
Bridge Winlock I-Isu! 

Charlene Wang 
Cricket Andre Tissera 
Dart .~ Fitness Centre 
Football Martin Conishce 
Golf Kare n Carter 
Spoorers Ste\'c Eaton 
Rugby Jon Prich,Hd 
Scuha Diving Petcr Gary 
Sn ooker Khlln Kittisak 
Squash Peter Corney 
Tennis Terry Adams 

St George '.~ }\ngela Stafford 
St Andrew's Mellan Henderson 
St j'atrick's Ian Ka ne 
St David's nasla Filzek 

o 23{)(J 3272 

o 2654 0002-29 

029216015 
0 22]82718·2 1 
0 22:1<1 024 7 
01 860 <1874 
0 2285 6169 
022379262 
026626376 
0263<17799 
01 6339<190 
01 829 225 :{ 

01 6393856 

0 26320560 x 3037 
022590586 
0 26781813x 173M 
02286 1348 

Soi Narcs, hehind Hangrak Police ::italion 
\Vordsworth Room 
Colgate Ground, Itama III 
Near the SHom Sala 

10.00<1111 ' 11.00pm Churchill BM 
11 .30am .2.00pJll Lords Uestaurant (Lunch) 
6.00pm · 10.OOplll Lords Itestaurant (Dinner) 
7.30al11 - IO.OOpm Pooiside Bar 

6.00am - 9.00plll Fitness Centre 
9.00am - 6.00p ll\ Thai Massage (Tues-Sun) 
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BRITISH CLUB BAN(;KOK 

RELAXED REGULARS 

A Bit of This, That and the Other 
WEDNESDAY ___ _ 

BAR ACCUMULATOR 

A new season of the Accumulator started last 
month (Congratulat ions to Ruth McDonagh 
for winning the last one!) , Every member 
(and spouse) has the chance to win the every
growing cash prize. All you have to do is be 
in the Bar when your membership number 
is drawn from the hat. You can't win if you're 
not there! 

_ WEDNESDAY DARTS NIGHT _ 

CHURCHILL BAR 

Join the lads and lasses every Wednesday 
eveni ng in the bar for a friendly game of 

I arrows', Eve ryon e is most welco me, 
regardless of whether you can hit the board! 

SPORTS UPDATE 

_ TUESDAY, BRIDGE NIGHT _ 

CHURCHILL BAR 

B'id away the evening with our dedicated 
Bridge group. The No Smoking area of the 
Church ill Har is where you'll find them 
trumping away. 

_ TUESDAY LADIES' NIGHT _ 

CHURCHILL BAR 

From 6.00pm til midnight, ladies can enjoy 
any of our cocktails for B 80 only. 

TUESDAY EVENINGS 

GENTLEMEN'S SPOOF 

join the gents in the Churchill Bar for this 
spirfi ng spoofi ng bar game. 

___ FRIDAY NIGHT 

Children's Movie Night every Friday evening 
at the Silom sa la at 7.00pm. No charge for 
the kids. 

_ ART ATTACK CLASSES _ 

BY VANESSA CHRISTIAN FROM 

1 .30PM - 3.00PM 

Start on Saturday, 18 january 2003, BSOOO 
for a 12 week session. 
Please register at reception 
Sunday afternoon children's activities at 
2.00pm at the Silorn Room. BC and Kids Care 
are organising Sunday children's activities 
followed by a movie. 
No charge for this event. 

Parties & Health Just Don't Go Together ... 
... so all sports train ing will stop over the festive period and start again in January 2003 on the following dates: 

JUNIOR CRICKET __ _ 

starts from Smldt,y, 19/twuary 2003 
Time: 9.00am - I I.OOam 
Venue: Back Lawn - Cricket Nets 
Charge: B 3,000 for 10 lessons 
Train er: Me. Brian Wiggi ns, qu alified 
Australian coach. 

JUNIOR TENNIS 

starts 011 17/t",uary 2003 
Beginners: age S - 8 4.00pm - 4.30pm 
B 3,000 
Intermediate: age 9 - 11 years4.30 pm 
5.30pm B 4,000 
Advanced: age 12 - 16 years 5.30pm 
6.30pm B 5,000 
Coaches are Zubin and Piyanart Engineer. 
All prices li sted are for a 10 week session every 
Friday afternoon. 

JUNIOR SQUASH __ _ 

starts Friday, 17 /"'lIIary 2003 
Mini Squash: 5 - 7 years of age 
4.30pm - 5.15pm 
junior Squash: 8 - 10 years of age 
5. ISpm - 6.00pm 
Venue: Squash Court Number 3 
Charge B 1,900 for 10 lessons. 
___ TEAKWONDO __ _ 

starts SII",/ay, 19 /a",,,,ry 2003 
Time: 10.30am- 12.00nn 
Venue: Squash Court Number 3 
Charge: B 1,800 for 10 lessons. 

10 

AQUA AEROBICS __ _ AEROBICS ___ _ 

st",·ts Tllesday, 14 /alllwyy 2003 
Every Tuesday and Thursday from 1O.30am 
- 11.30arn. 

st(frts MOl/day, 3 /amwry 2003 
Every Monday in Squash Court 3 from 
9.30am to 10.30am. 

Venue: Main Pool 
Charge: B 2,500 for 10 lessons. 
Trainer: Els van den Broecke. 

Charge: B 3,000 for 10 lessons. 

BANGKOK DOLPHINS SWIMMING SCHEDULE _____ _ 

Tllesd(fY C/(fSSCS st",·t 14 /",,,,ary 2003 

Category 

Toddlers 
Non-swimmers 
Introducing Strokes 
Stroke Improvement 
Stroke Correction 
Mini Squads 

Category 

Parent & Baby 

Toddler 
Beginners 
Introducing Strokes 1 
Introducing Strokes 2 
Stroke Improvement 
Stroke Correction 

Age Time 

18-24 months 2.00pm - 2.30pm 
24 months up 2.30pm - 3.00pm 
4-5 years 3.00pm - 3.30pm 
5-6 years 3.30pm - 4.00pm 
6-8 years 4.00pm - 4.30pm 
8 years up 4.30pm - 5.15pm 

SATURDAY CLASSES ________ _ 

start 18 /allllary 2003 

Age 

6-18 months 
18-24 months 
24-36 months 
24 months up 
4-5 years 
4-5 years 
4-5 years 
5-6 years 
6-8 years 

Time 

9.00am - 9.30am 
9.30am - 10.00am 
1 O.OOam - 10.30am 
1 0.30am - 11.00am 
11.00am - 11 .30am 
11.30am - 12.00pm 
12.00pm - 12.30pm 
12.30pm - 1.00pm 
1.00pm - 1.30pm 

Ability, not age, is the main factor In deciding what course the child should enter Further information is available 
at the Fitness Centre, 
Charge: B 3,000 for the 10-week programme 

DECEMBER. 2002 
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BRITISH CL UB BAN<;KOK 

TENNIS 

Win Some, Lose Some 

Teresa and Nisa - our only winners! (Apologies 
for the poor light) 

Despite having a good quality team, the Be 
were thoroughly outgunned by The Silom 
Club, atThe Silom Club, who won all the six 
Mens' Doubles Matches, and 2 of the 3 Ladies' 

Doubles. Our only victory was in the top 
Ladies' Doubles Match where Teresa and Nisa 

won well. James and Phairoj looked set to 
win, but a disputed score caused them to lose 

enjoyed, as witnessed in the photograph 

above. Welcome to new Member Kay Young 
from Aus, who had to leave before the photo 
was taken. 

MATCH V JAPANESE ASSOCIATION, 
SUNDAY, 13 OCTOBER 

This match generated more interest among 

HCfS members than any other match in OUf 

calendar. The JA team was on the courts by 

B.OOaln, an hour before the scheduled start 
and before any BCTS team member had 
a rrived . Such is the keenn ess and 

Associa tion for hosting this year's encounter, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

_ OCTOBER LEAGUE WINNERS: _ 

League 1 James Young 

League 2 Pat Dean 
league 3 Nisa Adams 

League 4 Lawrence Lipman 

Congratulations to the above winners, who 

will shortly receive their prizes. Very well 

done to James, who has topped League 1 in 
every Monthly League this year. 

EVENTS THIS MONTH 
concentration, and then th e match. determination to prevail of our opponents f 

Sunday, 8 British v German Chambers 0 
Thankfully, to save further humiliation, the in th is annual encounter tha t as usual it was 
rains came down at around 6.00pm, although a very close affair. 
at that time we were ahead in all the 3 

matches on court. 

_ AND DOWN CAME THE RAIN!\! _ 

MOlltllly Mix-Ill COII/petltioll, 

S,,"day, 6 October 
A very disappointing turnout of o nly 7 
players, eventually lifted to B by S.lSpm. 
However, lots of fun, and the prizes were 

DECEMBER. 2002 

The official match was followed by a series 

of fr iendly games until l.OOpm fo llowed by 
a buffet lunch. Our thanks to the Japanese 

Commerce annual tennis match 

Saturday, 14 Table at the BC Christmas Batt 

Sunday, 22 Match v United Nations 

TENNIS ETIQUETTE 

In gen eral , any conversation between 
partners while the ball is moving toward thei r 
opponents' side of the net is taboo; once 
either you or your partner has hit the ball! 
don't say anything until an opponent has hit 
it. Even when a ball is moving toward two 
partners conversation between them should 

be minimised! with about the only words 
permitted being such exhortations as to try 
hard for a ball C'run!") or to let one pass 
("out!")! etc. Incidentally! "out" as advice to a 
partner to let the batt drop does not suffice 
for the normal "out ll call necessary when a 
ba tt has landed outside the court. 
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TENNIS 

___ TIP OF THE MONTH __ _ 

(Courtesy TENNIS QU ICK TI PS by Tom 
Veneziano, tom@tenniswarrior.com) 

Going For Your Shots 
'Going for your shots' is a mental attitude. 
Ies the freedom to not worry about failing 

when you Ire hitting. In a sense, it is not caring 
when you are in the process of hitting your 

shots. 

In o ther words, youlre relaxed. A good 

example of this attitude would be when your 
opponent's serve is long and you yell "Dutil 

as you hit one of the best returns of the 

match. Since the ball was served long you 

did not care one whit if YOll made it or not. 
As a result, you automatically melted in to the 
ideal mental performance state. You were 
relaxed and simply went for the shot. 
Do not confuse th is mental attitude of 'going 
for your shots' with phys ically hitting every 
ball with power. That is not what I mean. It 

is no more than a relaxed mental attitude that 
takes confidence and months of practice. 
Pounding the ball into oblivion is NOT 'going 
for your shots .' ¥ou can be hitting a slow, 
medium, or hard shot and be 'going for your 
shots.' It's a MENTAL ATI'ITUDE not any 
particular way of hitting. 
If you have the ability to hit hard and keep a 
high percentage of balls in play, by all means 
go for it. Notice I said HIGH PERCENTAGE. 
Do NOT 'go for your shots' if you are selecting 
low percentage shots that you can only make 
only rarely. To keep try ing the same low 
percentage shot over and over and over again 
and ca lling it 'going fo r your shots' is 
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incorrect. You must continue to play within 
the boundaries of the game you possess. 
'Going for your shots' does not mean to play 
with RECKLESS ABANDONMENT. It is 
play ing with CONTROLLED 
ABA NDONMENT. 
The CONTROL part is playing within your 
boundaries and the ABANDONMENT part is 
adapting a relaxed care free mental attitude 
when hitting. Sometimes slow, sometimes 
medium pace, and sometimes hitting hard 
but always with a relaxed, automatic mental 
attitude tha t is the Signature of a champion. 

CHECKOUT THESE __ _ 

GREAT TENNIS WEB SITES 

http://www.petesampras.com 
http://www.ausopen.com.au 
http://www.atptour.com 
http://www.wimbledon.org 

BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

_ COMMITTEE CORNER _ 

Your Tennis Section Committee will shortly 
be putting forward proposals for a revised 
format for the Monday eve ning Tea m 
Practice, to better suit the objectives of the 
Tennis Section and make participation more 
meaningful in practice/improvement terms. 
Work is ongoing on the upgrade of existing 
Tenni s Section trophies, an d on the 
acquisition of new, modern trophies to be 
presented to the winners of our major 
competitions. 

_ NEED BALLS FOR KNOCK·UPS? _ 

Used tennis balls are available for purchase 
in the Pitness Centre at the Be. Dunlop Fort 
at Baht 40 per can, and Volley at Baht 30 per 
can of 3 balls. 

Terry Adams 

Wimbledon hope fulls with Coach lubin Engineer. 
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Get fast relief from 
V' Lower Back Pain 

V' Neck Pain 

V' Headaches 

V' Tingling and numbness in the 
arms and legs 

V' Shoulder, arm and wrist pain 

V' Hip, knee, ankle and foot pain 

By appointment on ly. 
Flexible working hours 
to accomodate even the 
busiest of schedu les. 

438/13 Sukhumvit Soi 63 ( Soi Ekamai) Bangkok 10110 
Telephone (0) 2711 5102 Mobile (0) 16270312 

Chiropractic treatment 

Traditional adjusting 
techniques 

Gentle techniques for delicate 
patients 

Acupressure massage 

Fitness consulting 

Diet modification for pain 
control 

Custom made orthotic arch 
supports 

Posture re·education for 
ch ildren 

Psychology Referrals available 
when necessary 

Medical Referrals available 
when necessary 

Email: leoni@loxinfo.co.th Website: www.thailandchirorlr::ll1'1 

Dulwich 
International College 
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British education at one of Asia's finest boarding schools 
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Co-educational day and boarding ... ExceIlent purpose-built facilities ... Close linl{s with Dulwich 
College, London ... Active, caring boarding programme ... Safe, beautifully landscaped 
campus ... From 18 months to 18 years old ... Nursery to Year 13 ... IGCSE and IB ... SmalI 
class sizes .. . Boarding from 9 years old .. . New Primary School.. . 

Only 80 minutes from Bangkok! 

/)/I/wicll IlIIem(ltitllw/ College is {mlB WorM Sclloo/, (lcaedited by WES, "'''/ a member of ECIS, FOBISSEA "'''/ COBISEC 

Bangkok: tel. 0 2512 0466-7, fax. 0 2512 0468; Phuket: tel. 0 7623 8711-20, fax. 0 76238750 

Email: info@dulwich-phuket.com 

http://www.dulwich-phuket.com 



national 

national treasure 

airline 

national pride 
Now Sri Lankans have 
another reason to be proud. 
Our national airline's 
state-of-the-art 
all-Airbus fleet 
flies from Co lombo to 
29 international destinations. 
Each seat has its own 
phone and a personal TV 
featuring the very best 
in Sri Lankan movies, 
music and sports. 
And our new menu offers 
a selection of irresistible 
international dishes, 
including a wide variety of 
delicious home-cooked 
favourites. All served 
with the warmth and 
personal care that 
our nation is renowned for. 

For more information 
please contact 
Sri Lankan Air lines Limited 
G/FL, 942/33-35 Charn Issara Tower, 
Rama IV Road, Silom , 
Bangrak , Bangkok 10500 

Sales: Tel 02 236-845 1 
Fax 02 236-8456 

Email: bkksales @srilankan. lk 

Tktg & Rsvn: Tel 02 236-8450 
Fax 02 236-8456 

Email : bkktkt-rsvn @srilankan.lk 

( 

~ 
SriL3nkan 

Airlines 



BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

announces 

AUDITIONS 
for the March 2003 production of the Hit Broadway Musical 

F lurnt English speaking Men and 

Wom en of all nat ionalities 

(minimum age 16 years) are 
invited to audition for Be T's 

March 2003 production of "Annie!" 

We need to cast more than 8 principa l 

speaking/singing roles and also a large chorus 
of singers and dancers (some with additional 

speaking and solo singing roles.) As always, 
enthusiasm is more impor ta nt than 

EXTRA-SPECIAL EVENT 

experience and au'ditions will be relaxed and 

informal, so please come and join in the fu n! 

Auditions wi ll be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 

December 10th (eve ryone singing) and 

Wednesday December 11 th, 2002 (principals 

reading.) Please email bct@saia.netwith your 

full nam e and te leph o ne number fo r 

complete info rmation regarding audit ion! 

show details and venue. Please note that to 

ease administ rat ion everyone wish ing to 

audition 'for this show must pre-register. 

Addi tionall y, if you 'd like to volunteer to 

work backstage or on the production team, 

please email bonniez@sala .netor ca ll 01-869-

1104. 

Cruising the River of Kings 
on New Year's Eve 

The British Club welcomes Members aboard one of the more luxurious boats cruising 

the River of Kings, for a night of gourmet food, plentiful d rinks, great company and 

fabulous en tertainment! The night will kick off at 9.00pm when we all meet at the 

landing pier at River City. The boat sets off at 9.30pm, so you must be on time. Live 

music, two-hours of free-flow house-pouring drin ks, fellow Members all raring to go, 

sumptuous International and Thai buffet dinner, dancing on deck or in the disco ... and 

to top it all off, amazing fireworks to welcome in the New Year! 

The boat wi ll cruise up the river, pass ing Wat 

Arun, the Grand Palace and a host of other 

temples and palaces too numerous to mention, 

heading back in time to see the spectacula r 

fireworks d isplays se t off by the Sheraton, 

Peninsular, Oriental and Shangri-La Hotels. Sadly 

all good things have to end, and the boat will 

dock back at River City at 12.30alll, 2003. 

As space is limited, Members are advised to 

reserve as soon as possible. The cost for this 

extraordinary night is U 2995 per person . As this 

is really only suitab le for adults, chi ldren are not 

encouraged to attend. 
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CUBAN FOOD PROMOTION 

Cuba Libre! 
To the gentle but rhythmic sounds of the 
Afro Cuban All Stars Buena Vista Social Club, 
around 30 Members turned up with healthy 
appetites for the Cuban Food Festival, held 
in the Lord 's Restaurant on Friday, 2S 
October. 

L ord's was decked out with Cuban fl ags and posters 
together with tourist handouts on each table, 
courtesy of the Cuban Diplomatic Representative 
in Bangkok. 

BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

The cocktail menu was impressive, my favourite 
being the Havana Sunset served in a coconut shell, a delicate 
mixture of passion fruit and vodka. Sherry opted for the Havana 
Cooler made with dark rum, mint leaves and ginger ale. 

Viva Castro (but what was he doing in Lord's that night?) 

The appetiser buffet was both delicious and well-presented, 
particularly the avocado and crab dishes. For the main courses ~~ 
the choice was excellent, dishes of note being the Cuban stuffed 
pot roast and the creamy lobster taUs. 
Washed down with some very acceptable Be house wine and 
followed by a variety of creative desserts, including Basque rice 
pudding (!?), and coffee, this was certainly a meal to remember. 
Please keep the Food Festivals coming Barry! 

WHAT A SPREAD! 
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Martin Conisbee 
Sandra Paredes, Emmo Bard; and friend came all the way from Sou th America 
for the Cuban cuisine! 

In last month's Olltpost a trip to the Annual Lopburi Monkey Banquet was advertised with BC 
member Leonie Vejjajiva as tour leader. Leonie is very knowledgeable and active in many 
aspects of wildlife conservation and is heavily involved in and committed to the Wild Animal 
Rescue Foundation (WAR). It is to this Foundation that all proceeds from the Lopburi trip will 
go, NOT the World Wildlife Fund as printed in last month's issue. I do apologise for any 
misunderstandings this error may have caused. Watch out in a forthcoming issue of Olltpost 
for pictures of the Monkey Banquet and trip to Lopburi Zoo. 

Liz Bishop, Ed. 
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On Sunday, 10 November 2002 we 

organised a family fun day at the 

Club, along with the Neilson Hays 

Library. Special thanks to Mrs 

Mariana Atkins and her theatre 

friends who provided a Puppet 

Theatre Show liThe Nutcrackerll
, 

The Library hosted a Book fair 

during the weekend. A total of 

about 700 guests showed up on this 

beautiful Sunday afternoon. 
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BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

MEMBER'S CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Silk Threads of Light 

c 

T
he many facets of China with its mysteries and ri ch cultures have 
intrigued many over the centuries. Back when Marco Polo travelled 
the Silk Road of China in conquest for the wonders of the East to our 
present time, travellers from all over the world continued to find China 
to be one of the most fascinating countries to explore. I am one of the 

many curious individuals in search of new avenues to the abundance of China's 
treasures. 
One of my latest discoveries is the well-known embroidery artwork of Suzholl. I 
have known the existence of this artform for many years. On a recent visit to China, 
I came across a new concept of Chinese embroidery which evolved from the ancient 
tradit ional technique to a new marriage of the East with the West. 
Embroidery in old China was once an activity of leisure by maidens in their own 
chambers. Every great mansion maintained its traditions and techniques which 
had been taught and passed fro m mother to daughter, daughter to sister-in-law and 
so forth. Seldom wi ll any of these techniques be shared with another outside of the 
four wa lls of the ladies' chambers. The needles were like hair and just one or two 
pieces of fine silk embroidery floss could be passed through. The artwork produced 
was sophisticated giving vibrant and brilliant effects. 
Themes chosen for the embroidery work was often related to the nature, landscape 
and still life in the surroundings. With every needlepoint of silk thread, the 
embroiderer was able to capture the essence of their culture and inheritance into 
fabrics. These embroideries became a un ique hei rloom of much significa nce in the 
family's heritage. As time went by, embroidery was used in making fash ionable motifs 
for garments. The stature of the person was reflected from the pattern, colour and 
symbol chosen for the embroidery on their garments and the material used. The 
ranking of the officials in the courts were determined by the number and kind of 
symbols used, for example the symbol for the emperor of China is the dragon and 
the number nine is lucky. 
In the eleventh century (771 B.C.E.) woolen threads were used, in the Han dynasty 
(206 B.C.E. - 220 C.E.) the development of silk fa brics and silk handicrafts increased 
the va ri ety and crea tivity of silk embroideries, and in the Tang dynasty (618 - 907 
C.E.), being one of the most prosperous stages of China's history, rapid progress was 
made in the development of silk embroidery skills . Emperors of the Tang dynasty 
gave embroidered gifts to their favourite subjects and in diplomatic exchanges. In 
the Song dynasty (960-1279), li terature, art, science, and technology had improved 
and progressed. During this time, embroiderers began to borrow ideas from works 
of great artists and a lot of fine embroidery artworks were produced. 
Suzhou had a historical reputat ion of producing fine scholars and artists. Today, 
Suzhou remains the centre of education for artists near and far. The once secret and 
unique traditional technique in embroidery that could only be found within the 

l boundaries of a lady's chamber were opened to all to en joy and learn. The Chinese 
government realised the importance of preserving the foundation of this culture 
and therefore founded the Suzhou Embroidery Technical School in 1952. Yang 
Shouyu was one of the teachers at the time who had dedicated a majority of her 
time in teaching the d ifferen t embroidery techniques. Yang Shouyu (1896-1981) 
graduated from art school, Changzhou Normal University's Painting and Design 
Department. Being an associate professor at the National Academy of Fine Arts, she 
believed that em broiderers needed to be trained in painting in order to produce the 
finest quality embroidery, so she encouraged her embroidery students to learn 
painting first. This theory was a breakthrough in the development of Chinese 
traditional embroidery. Yang pioneered the idea of altering traditional Chinese 
embroidery techniques to blend with the Western concept of brushwork and 
colouring of oil painting and sketching. She named this technique the 'random 
stitch embroidery!. 

( \ I managed to meet one of the students of Madame Yang who was dedicated to 
developing the embroidery artwork. Luckily, I managed to convince this artist to let 
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me have a few of these one-of-a-kind collectibles. With 
much satisfaction and pride I now have a treasure from 
China to remind me of this adventure. 

Anne Haywood 5396 
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MEMORIES 

A Wet Day at the British Club 

197th Battle of Trafalgar 
Celebrations at the BC 

Ian Webb, Master of Ceremony, 
speaker,-Sir James Hodge. 

Royal Thai Army Orchestra performed 
extremely well during the night. Everyone enjoying a great night. 
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McDonagh couldn't have 
been happier at winning. 

: ' 

Complimentary Curry Cuisine Cooked by the Club's 
Cordon Bleu Kitchen, 
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BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

GOLF SHOTS 

Sweet Tastes of Success 
JUNE MEDAL ___ _ 

AT ROYAL LAD KRABANG 

There isn't much that will drag the British 
Club golfers off the golf course but back in 

June, the monthly medal was put on hold as 
it clashed with the World Cup rinal. When 

we eventually gathered to play the delayed 

medal, there was a great turn out and some 
excellent golf. 

Royal managed to squeeze us in with a one 
o'clock tee off. The course was absolutely 

packed and it was clear from the start that 
we would struggle to finish in daylight. With 

the light fading fast, those who started on 

the 10th found themselves playing the last 

hole as a 14 bal l. With 28 people making their 

way to the green in the dark it was a miracle 
that nobody got a ball in the teet h! 

Only one group fa iled to finish their round 

"Hey, hey, we're the Monkeys " 

___ OCTOBER MEDAL __ _ 

AT ROYAL LAD KRABANG 
but it was decided that these players would A very wet start to the day meant that some 
be given a gross bogey on the last hole to people did not turn up for the October medal, 
ensure that the competition was completed. 
In spite of the very slow play and lack of light, 

there were some very good scores. Dick Taylor 
carcted a two under net 70 and Gareth 
Sampson scored an impressive net 65. Mike 
Staples picked up two near pins with Kevin 
Jones and Dick Taylor taking the remaining 
two. The long drives went to Pat Dean and 
Vicky Jones. While both A and B flight saw 

convincing victories for Gareth and Dick, C 
Flight couldn't have been any closer with 
three players scoring net 75. Ray Hughes 

continued his winning streak taking C flight 
on a countback from Edwin ferner and Vicky 
Jones. 

THE RESULTS: 

A Flight 
1st Gareth Sampson net 65 
2nd Andre Tissera net 72 

3rd Bryan Dodd net 74 

B Flight 

1 st Dick Taylor net 70 

2nd larry Goodliffe net 73 

3rd Kevin Jones net 73 

C Hight 

1 st Ray Hughes net 75 

2nd Edwin Ferner net 75 

3rd Vicky Jones net 75 
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however others arrived unannounced so 
there were 18 players braving the elements. 

We were joined on the day by two guests, 

Michael Lamb and Tom Leahy who hope to 

be playing with us more regularly, if work 

allows. 

Conditions improved and the winning scores 
in all three flights were good. Gareth 

continued his winning streak in Flight A with 
a net 67 but was closely challenged by Bryan 

Dodd with a net 68 and David Lamb with a 

net 70. 

In B Flight, Larry Goodliffe took the cup with 

another net 68 but his· was a more 

Mike settles in for a long day at Royal 

comfortable win with his nearest challenger, 
David Henton, scoring a net 73. Bridget Snow, 
in third place, could only manage a net 76. 
C Flight was won by Mick Murphy with a 

net 74. It was nice to see Mick back from 
Taiwan. Ray Hughes was denied a hat trick 
of medals and finished with a net 80. Edwin 

Ferner was third with a net 86. 
The near pin prizes were won by only two 
people who clearly were playing steadily. Eric 

Hudson won on the third and seventh, and 
Bryan Brook on the thirteenth and the 
seventeenth . It was good to see Eric playing 
with us again and lovely to welcome his nine 
year old son Ben as well. 
The long drive for the men was won by Andre 
Tissera, and Bridget Snow took the ladies long 
drive. Bridget was the only lady there but sti ll 

had to keep the drive on the fairway in order 
for it to count - well done Bridget! 

_ CLUB DAY AT KRUNG KAVEE _ 

We returned to Krung Kavee last month for 
Club Day. This was a Stapleford competition 

which saw some great scoring. As Jo Goodliffe 
arrived she made it clear that this was her 
favourite course and the site of two of her 
best ever rounds of golf. Great things were 
expected and she did not disappoint. Jo 
scored a very impressive 39 points but was 
to be thwarted br Guy Snow who sneaked 
into first place with 40 Stapleford points. 
Third place went to Tom Mackay with 38 
pOints. 
Liz Mackay won two near pins on the day 
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GOLF SHOTS 

with David Henton andJo Good liffe picking 

up one each. Jo proved just how much she 
likes this course by adding the ladies long 

drive to her list of prizes. The men's long drive 
went to Eric Hudson. 
With the golf out of the way, we gathered 

out on the veranda of the club house for a 
few well earned beers as we watched the sun 
se t. The perfec t end to a great days golf. 

_ THE MERC CUP - BRITISH CLUB _ 

VERSUS THE LIGHTHOUSE 

The first Saturday in November found us at 
Chuan Cheun Golf Club in Pathumtani for 
the annual match against The Lighthouse. 
The Bri tish Club were the holders of the 

MERC Cup having won last year'and we were 

determined to put up a strong defence. 
The format of the day was pairs matchplay. 
Twenty two BC golfers took part making 

eleven groups, all teeing off the first hole. 
Needless to say this took a little bit of time 

and it was touch and go as to whether the 
final groups would finish, With a 10.30 am 

start time you don't expect to be finishing at 
dusk but it was pretty slow going with the 

final groups having six hour rounds! 
As the competition reached ies climax, it was 
clear that the BritiSh Club had done more 

than enough to retain the cup. In fact, we 
trounced the Lighthouse 7 matches to 4, A 

fantastic result completing a hat-trick of 
victories for the BC. Unfortunately, our 
Captain Phil Hall couldn't be there to relish 

this great Victory, but Karen Carter did a great 
job in his place, 

There were some great scores from the BC 
golfers and accusations of banditry were rife! 
Kevin Jones scored a lifetime best net 65 and 
Eric Hudson carded an equally impressive 
gross 72. Karen Holloway won the ladies long 

drive and David (surname unpronounceable) 

The British Club win the MERC Cup 
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Karen Carter in disguise at Krung Kavee 

from the Lighthouse won the men's. Dick 
Taylor picked up two near pins and very 

generously donated one of his bottles of 

whiskey to Kevin for the lowest net score of 
the day, Eric and Yurachatr picked up the 

remaining near pins at the 6th and 14th 

respectively, 

It was pointed out to me that Eric was moving 
house that day and had to leave ea rl y, If my 

.. 
Liz has got balls! 

BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

memory serves me correctly, early turned out 
to be around 6pm so I can't imagine that he 
made much of a contribution to the move! 
In his absence however, his near pin prize 
went to the players with the biggest loosing 

margin. They were on the Lighthouse team 

and their defeat was at the hands of Jo 

Goodliffe and Bridget Snow. Well done girls, 

Perhaps the all,male Lighthouse team would 

have fared better if they had some members 

of the fairer sex on their side! 

Vicky Jones 

Tom celebrates with a beer or three 
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BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

CROSSW ORD 

Sing-a-Iong-at-Christmas 

Cumpiler! by Margaret ,Hiller 

Solution to November crossword 

'~t Compiled by Il'1mXrlret Miller 

DECEMBER· 2002 

A CROSS 

7. IIGod bless the of this house ... ," 

8. "In Du1ci Jubilo, Let us our _ ._ show." 

10 & 9 Down. " .. .. How still we _ ___ " (4, 3) 

11 & 6 Down. The only two things the little Amer ican girl wanted 

for Christmas. 

"Will reach the of the Earth ." I ~. 

13. "We 20 Down of Orient afe .... ft 

17. What the budgie said to Santa in the song! 

18. The 3 Downs do this. 

22. What Bing's dream Christmas was. 

23. "Good Christian men rejoice .... Now ye hear of __ bliss." 

24. 11 __ from the Realms of Glory." 

25. .. .. and His was a sta ll." 

DOWN 

I. What the Virgin Mary became in 9 Down. (1, 6) 

II . .. . _ _ the brightest Heaven of invention.1I 

"Ring out, wild __ to the wild sky." 

2. 

3, 

4. When she got 11 Across and 6 Down she could enjoy these! 

5. l ong ago it accompanied many of these songs. 

6. See I I Across. 

9. "Oh Little Town of 

14. "Lui La, Lui La, Lullaby, Babe .... ~ The Virgin sang __ . 

15, The Archangel's warning to the waiting world. (2, 5) 

16. 

19. 

~ I n Bethlehem in Jewry th is _ _ babe was born ." 

We do it on oath. 

20. See 13 Across fo r these Ru lers. 

21. "Oh Come let us Him." 
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I t was Sam as we emerged bleary-eyed 
from our hotel room in Chiang Mai.ltwas 

still dark outside, we were entering the 
world only known to milkmen and 

dustmen (sorry. milk persons and domestic waste 
disposal experts). The atmosphere was subdued 
in the lobby as we waited for the last of the 
stragglers to appear. One last head count and our 
adventure commenced, we were taking our first 

flight in a hot air balloon. 
Driving to the 'launch pad' in Floraville Doi Saket 
the chatter picked up as realisation of our airborne 
journey sank in and the much needed caffeine fix 

kicked in. By the time we arrived, the sun was just 
starting to make a welcome appearance to take 
the nip out of the air. 
The field was empty apart from two over-sized 
picnic baskets and surprisingly not much else. 
Then it all kicked off - action stations. The ba lloon 
staff went into overdrive as the balloons came to 
life. 
What looked like an over-sized sleeping bag and 
a large industrial-sized fan were placed by each 
of the baskets. In the blink of an eye, the balloons 
started to take shape as the huge fans filled them 
with hot air. 
A large propane gas cylinder was then ignited, 
shooting a sideways towering inferno into the vast 
6,500 cubic metre space. As the air heated up, 
the balloon started to rise, taking the basket with 

it. It wasn't long before both 
balloons were infla ted and ready 
to go. Our Dutch captain, known 
only as Eagle, gave the signal for 
us to board. After an ungraceful 
leg-up, I was standing in one of 
the four compartments and 
raring to go onwards and 
upwards. 
There were nine of us altogether 
in the larger balloon in five 
separate compartments and five 
in the smaller one. Ground crew 
held the edges of the basket as 

.. 

let go, slowly but surely our balloon came off the 
g round . We were finally airborne and heading 
straight towards sunrise, leaving Doi Saket behind. 
The rays of sunlight illuminated the hazy morning 
mist sweeping over the sleepy countryside. It felt 
like we were actually inside daybreak. The captain 
controlling the altitude and rate of ascent 
punctuated the silence by brief blasts on the gas. 
As we gently drifted at wind speed, the paddy 
fields and temples came to life before and below 
our very eyes. The panoramic view was stunning, 
rendering some passengers speechless. 
As the sun continued to rise, the landscape colours 
changed from fiery orange to lush green. A carpet 
of vibrant paddy fie lds stretched out before us, 
dotted with homes and temples. Buddhist 
chanting drifted up from the morning worship as 
we watched life unfold from our privileged 
viewpoint. 
Being suspended seventy metres above the Earth 
is a truly breath-taking experience. At some points 
when the wind speed dropped, we hung 
motionless, suspended in mid air. It really felt like 
you could reach out and touch the world below. 
After one peaceful hour our pilot started to look 
for a suitable place to land. Surrounded by wet 
paddy fields, it was no easy task. Finally, we 
spotted a small dirt track by a house. From where 
we were it didn't look big enough to land a mouse 
let alone a 33-metre hot air balloon. Thankfully, 

our pilot inspired confidence, we 
were in safe hands. Pulling strings 
to open vents to turn the balloon, 
we prayed that the wind would co
operate and take us in the right 
direction. 

the balloon tugged us skyward. Kelly trying to be as graceful as 

One last blast and as the crew possible getting out of the basket. 

Some unsuspecting villagers had 
gathered below to watch and they 
were enlisted to help with ou r 
landing. A 50-metre rope was 
hurled over the side of the hand
made rattan basket. A local 
woman raced through the paddy 
field to come to our rescue and 
made a grab for the line. Her whole 
family (and dog) proceeded to pull 
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us down. With our knees bent we braced 
ourselves for a bumpy landing which never came. 
Gracefully, we touched down right next to a lime 
orchard with perfect precision. By this time 
everyone had come to watch and we felt like 
minor celebrities. 
The retrieve team who had been following us on 
the ground throughout the journey sprang into 
action. The balloon deflated and came floating 
softly back to Earth as us weary travellers sipped 
and nibbled our champagne breakfast. The 
balloon was flattened on the ground and rolled 
up into a ball. The retrieval staff had the fun job 
of squeezing the material back into its bag. Their 
tech nique was to sit on it and bounce, just like 
packing a suitcase. 
We would highly recom mend this trip to anyone 
of any age or persuasion. It would make a great 
anniversary or birthday present. You could even 
pop the big question up there if you so wish. 
Visiting relatives would certainly go home with 
some great stories to tell after a hot air balloon 
trip in Chiang Mai. The whole trip takes about 
four hours leaving the rest of the day to sightsee 
around Chiang Mai. The staff are professional, 
really passionate about what they do and are 
happy to answer any questions you may have. 
George and I would be happy to chat to anyone 
thinking about such a trip; we'll spare you the 150 
photos we took! 

Story by Kelly May 
Photos by George Dunford (0183) 

"Champagne darling, ra ra ra, we've just been 
hot air ballooning, ra fa ra. " 
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Offering Thailand comprehensive fire and security solutions. 

Capable professionals, the finest in products & electronic systems 

with over 180 years experience. 
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BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

SQUASH 

Superbly Spirited Squash 
_ THE 16STH LEAGUE ENDED ON 31ST OCTOBER, _ 

THE WINNERS WERE: 

Division 1 

Division 2 

Division 3 

Division 4 

Division 5 

Jamie Heywood 

Steve Bell 

Dick Anwar 

Tom Liv ingstone 

Simon Davies 

ROD CARTER OPEN 

The Rod Carter BCB Open Squash Championships commenced 

Tuesday 8 October with the finals being played on Friday, 18 October. 
The event was very successful with 32 entries from 10 clubs. There 

were only two no shows for round one. The games were played in 

very good spirit and the BCll players benefited greatly [rom playing 

opponents from other clubs. 

The fina l of the plate was between Sompong from the Hil ton 
International and Chataporn. This was a close and exciting match 
with Chataporn being the slightly fitter player winning 3-9, 9-3, 4-9, 

9-7,9-5. 

In the main event, Steve Bell , our sole remaining player, lost his semi
final to PODvis Poonsiri who is the current Thai number one. Steve 
put Lip a credible performance but was hampered by his back in jury. 
The other semi final was won by Peerapon Poonsiri over a very fit 
Tosaphol from the Muscle and Muscle Club, This was a surprise win 
as Peerapon is 47 years old, but he still managed to defeat his young 
and very fit opponent with guile and skillful shot-making, So, once 
again the fina l was a father and son affair with Poovis defeating his 
father eas ily 9-0, 9-3, 9-0, Steve Bell gave Poovis a much harder game 
in the semis and, he had he been in the other half of the draw would 
probably have been in the fina l. 
Overall th e cha mpionship was a great success with many close 
matches being played with tremendous enthusiasm and good spirit. 

BRITISH CLUB V VAJIRAVUTH COLLEGE __ _ 

The annual match against Vaj iravuth College took place in October. 
The College team was of a very high standard, with two of the top 
Thai players representing them. The average age of their players 
(around 18!) also reflected the youthfulness, and fi tness of their team . 
By comparison, the British Club team had an average age of at least 
40 (with apologies to those 'youngsters' who helped to drag it down 

from an even loftier height)! However, the British Club team competed 
extremely well, but inevitably found the competition a little too 
tough . 
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The overall match score was 10-3 to Vijaravuth, although this could 
have been closer as a number of games were narrowly lost 3 games to 
2. The winners for the British Club were Steve Bell , David Eastgate 
and Mark Siaw (a guest player from the British Club Singapore). Many 

thanks to the following players who competed in the match, and 
who contributed to a most enjoyable day. 

759 Sukhumvit Road 
Between Soi 41-43 , Klongtan 

Wattana, Bangkok 101 10 Thailand 
Prompong BTS, next to Tops supermarket 

Tel: 0 2258 7281 , 0 2260 7798 
Fax :O 2662 4643 

Email : asianna_oriental@yahoo.co.uk 
Out of hours call : 

o 1312 5537 / 0 1732 6625 



BRITISH CLUB BAN GKOK 

BRITISH CLUB CENTENARY 

2003 at a Glance 

January 
Friday 17 - Music Through the Century 

Monday 20 - Staff Outing 

1 - Bank Holiday (T & E) 

6 - School Starts 
16 - Teachers ' Day (T) 

25 - Australian Ball 

April 
Saturday 26 - BC Centenary Book launch 
18-20 - Rugby Tournament ,) ( _ 

"'" /~ 

'U 6 - Chakri Day (7 Holiday) ._ - .~ I 

13-16 - Songkran 

18 - Bank Holiday (UK) 

26 - S1. George's Ball 

26 - Dutch Ball 

July 
No events scheduled 

1 - Mid-Year Day (Banks) 

October 
BC Treasure Hunt 
Saturday 11- BC Pink & Black Rugby Ball 

Wednesday 15 - Trafalgar Night 

5-14 - Vegetarian Festival, Phuket 

23 - Chulalongkorn Day 

February 
Saturday 8 - BC British Street Party 

1-3 - Chinese New Year 

8 - New Zealand Ball 

17 - Maka Bucha Day (T) 

18 - Teachers' Day (E) 

May 
Thursday IS - Exhibition of Photography 

16-18 - Khao Yai Trip 

1 - May Day (UK) 

1 - National labour Day (T) 

2 - Early Holiday (Schools) 

5 - Coronation Day (T) 

15 - Visakha Bucha Day 

17 - British Embassy Ball 

August 
BC Sports Camp 

12 - Mother's Day, H.M. The Queen's 
Birthday (T) 

25 - Bank Holiday (UK) 

November 
Sunday 2 - Guy Fawkes Night 

Saturday 8 - Fashion Show 

14-16 - Surin Elephant Round-up 

Saturday 8 - loy Kratong 

Ploenchit Fair (tbc) 

29 - S1. Andrew's Ball (Dance Practices on 

3,10,17,24 & 26) 

SlIpplied hy Sarah AI/ell 

March 
Food Promotion (tbc) - Food of the 

Century 

Sunday 16 - BC Tennis Championships 

8 - St. David's Ball 

15 - St. Patrick's Ball 

June ,.....r"\.,. 
Friday 2 - Theme Dinner ~ ,., 
6 - last Day of School 

September 
Saturday 13 

Championships 

December 

Family Sports 

Saturday 13 - Centenary Gala Dinner 

5 - Father's Day, H.M, The King's Birthday 
(T) 

10 - Constitution Day (T) 

25 - Christmas Day 

31 - New Year's Eve 

, " 

, 
I 

, I 



BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

The British Club Centenary 2003 

N
ext year The British Club, Bangkok celebrates its 100 years of activity. The 
Bangkok in which the Club was founded was very different. Back then klongs 
were streets, traffic consisted of absolutely anything which floated and the 

first paved road was less than 5 years old. Attitudes, cultures and times change 
and the British Club has weathered them all! We re in the final production 

stage of our very own British Club Centenary book, which will be available in April 2003. 
English writer, John Hoskin, who has many years of experience in this part of the world, has 
over the last 2 years written the book. Photographs and production of the book is being done 
by Mark Standen who recently completed the Royal Bangkok Sports Club Centenary book. 
The British Club, through out its 100 years, has been a base for fun, social life and activities. 

For our Centenary year the Club has arranged a year of activities for all members and families. 
Below is a short description of each event. These are all being managed to give the ultimate 
pleasure and fun to everyone whilst keeping a theme of our Centenary. 

JANUARY 

Friday 17 . Music Through the Century. 

An evening of Thai and farang music recalling 
the romance, pleasure and leisure of the last 
century. Arrangements and compositions by 
Dnu Huntrakul, one of Thailands leading 
Thai composers. 

Saturday 18 - Music for the Family. 

On the back lawn, an afternoon of musical 
instruments and activities for families and 
children . 

FEBRUARY 

Saturday 18 . British Club Street Party. 

Encompassing all the groups, societies and 
clubs we have worked with over the last 100 

yea rs. Games, fun and sports embracing all 
the cultures and countries which form the 
Club. An afternoon for everyone! 

MARCH 

Food Promotion. 

Food from the Century for all the family 

APRIL 

Saturday 26 - D.C. Centenary Book Launch. 

Launching our very own book, reflecting on 
the history of the Club and Anglo-Thai 
relations. 

MAY 

Thursday IS - H.C. Exhibition of 

Photogl'aphy. 

Our very own exhibition of photography 

through the century, including present day 
photographs taken around the Club over the 
last year. Photographs of your family may be 
available for purchase. 

JUNE 

Friday 2 . Theme Dinner. 

A special evening of food and wine. 

JULY 

Holidays 

Please join us in welcoming the following new Members and their families. We look 
forward to seeing them around the Club. 

Mrs. Victoria Hohorst 
Mrs. Linda Cientanni 
Mr. Thomas Magarry 

Mr. Graham Richardson 
Mr. Charles Overs 
Mr. Stuart Morris 
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Mr. Simon Waller 

Mr. Gregory Jones 
Mr. Brad Kirk 

Mr. Nicholas Merritt 
Mr. James Seaton 
Mr. David Collins 

I 
I 

I 
I 

AUGUST 

B.C. Sports Camp 

Our traditional sports camp for family who 
are in Bangkok for the slimmer 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 13 - B.C. Sports Championships for 

the Family. 

Come along and show your st rength in this 
family sports day! 

OCTOBER 

B.C. Treasure Hunt. 

A Treasure Hunt with a difference, covering 

a century of history with clues posted on our 
web site - Who will get the treasure? 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday 8 - B.C. Fashiou Show 

A display of fashion/ from the top names in 
Thailand 

DECEMBER 

Saturday 13 - H.C. Centenary Gain Dinner 

Our traditional Christmas Dinner but even 
bigger. DanCing, music composed for the 
event and fireworks will finish our Centenary 

year in style. 
We hope to see you at these events; they have 
all been arranged with care and attention to 
detail and will be unique to the city. Please 
take time to enjoy our centenary year with 
us and we look forward to enjoying a laugh 

with you all. 

Regards 

Sarah Allen 
General Committee 

British Club, Bangkok 

Farewell and good luck to the following 
departing Members and their families: 

John &: Stella Gearing 
Luke &: Helen Williams 

Mrs. Sophie Ellis 
Mrs. Ruby Agarwal 
Mr. Danny Pauw 

Mr. Bradley Smith 
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BRITISH CLUB BANGKOK 

NEW MEMBERS' NIGHT 

TREVOR & LINDA ADAMS 

British 
Arriving only a few weeks 
ago, after years of living 
overseas in some ve ry 
exotic places, Trevor, Linda 
and daughter Kim (at 
Patana) seem to be 
enjoying life in Bangkok. 
Trevor is he re wi th the 
British Embassy and in the 
3 years that the fam i ly 
hopes to be here, is looking 
forward to scuba diving his 
way around the coast of 
Thailand . 

NEIL & JENNI JONES 

British 

JOHN & PIPPA HARKER 

British 
Sadly, John was on 
conference ca lls with GE 
Capital Finance all night, 
so Pippa and friend braved 
the traffic t o attend. With 
2 little ones at home, Pippa 
decided to sell farang-size 
swi m-wear from home. 
Never one to sit and do 
nothing, she founded and 
presided ove r t he St. 
George's Society in Kansas, 
was leading lady in 
Singapore's production of 
Chang and Eng (it toured 
Th ai land a f ew months 
ago) and is an avid 

OK, so the i r name tags 
appear to be wrong! Happy 
souls, Neil and Jenni balance 

KEITH CRONSHAW & KRISTINA KAMSAETER 

English I< Swedish 
Already in Thai land for 2 years w ith 
Bellwater (Thai land) Ltd ., Keith 
enjoys the odd round of golf (didn't 
own up to a handicap, though) and 
music. Just as well, really, because 
Kristina (not present) plays the 
violinlviola and loves singing. They 
have lived in loads of countries but 
th is is the first SE Asia n posting. 
Judging by his good humour on 
New Members' Night, I guess he's 
pretty happy here! 

CALLUM LIANG & ZOE BRITTAIN 

British 
• 

fun at the Bar with squash, ! 
t ennis and swimming. They 
lived in KL and are 
continuing their love of 
travelling with a 2 year stint 

\ 

A few months into the ir 
planned 3 year stay, Callum 
and Zoe are well settled. Zoe 
is a teacher (of what she didn't 
say!) and Cal lum se lls rubber 
consumer products .... They 
both play football and tennis 
and are desperate to improve 
their game. They intend to 
travel around Thailand with an 
aim to climbing the 5 highest 
peaks, and Zoe would also like 
to go rock cli mbing in Krabi -
go girl! 

in Bangkok. Neil is w ith 
Triumph Motorcycles - I 
wonder if he has a sidecar 
for 2 year old Charlotte! 

A 

RICHARD & HILARY BARTON 

British 
The Barton family moved 
from Singapore three and 
a half years ago and have 
just realised the benefit s 
of joining the British Club 
(they were at RBSC for 2 
years, but fi nd the BC 
much friendlier - too 
right!). Richard is MD of 
Spirax-Sarco, but is 
actual ly a frustrated Elvis 
impersonator, spend ing as 
much free time as possible 
in Radio City getting tips 
from the Thai Elvis. Hilary 
grounds herself with yoga 

I 
-' 

and helping at the American Women's Charity Shop. They both want 
to discover the people and culture of 'up-country' Thailand. Son John, 
pictured, is a keen and aggressive rugby player, but sad ly for the BC . 

, , 

participant in amateur dramatics. Both John, being a good Scotsman, 
and Pippa enjoy socialising and imbibing, and joined the Club for 
the sake of the kids. team, he's only here on holiday.. .. " 
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